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[Begins]. 


Kindly bring following atiention your 
Governzent. 


iBegins]. 


Reference my telegrau “o.29 of 2lst April 
have honour inform you that Governments of Iraq, 
Lebanon and Syria have also requested inclusion 
this itea in a-enda first special session General 
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TELEGRAM BROM UXDEL. Nig YORK TO FOREIGN OFFICE 
EN CLAIR | 
No. 58 Saving. | Despatched: EST 19th se | F : 341 Q 
19th April, 1947. | “s ae ae 
é 
Your telegram No. 1180 of 18th April. 


Thank you. 


Ze Following is a further list of Palestine documents, requested 


by the United Nations Secretariate 


3e Those items marked with an asterisk are believed available at 


B.I.S. New York. It has not however been possible to check this 


before the week end, and since spare copies are likely to be 
welcome, we send you the complete list of required documents with 


request that they be made available as soon as you can conveniently 


arrangée 
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List begins: 
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1708 
17D 
1839 
1910 


Cmde 3229 

+ " 5634 
58 54, 

5893 

5957 


Colonial 


204 


Great Britain. Colonial Office. 
xeport of the Commission appointed by His Majesty's Government 


with the approval of the Council of the League of Nations, to 


determine the rights and claims of iloslems and Jews in connection 


with the Western or Wailing “all at Jerusalem, December 1930. 
1931+ (58-9096) 
_“Great Britain. Board of Trade. 
oa Palestine; Kconomic and Financial situation, 1927. 
Great Britain. Department of Overseas Trade, 


L” Report on the Economic conditions in Palestine, 1935. 


Palestine: review of Coinmercial conditions, 1945. 


+ Believed available at British Information Services New York. 
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on]. 


Cypher/OTP WORLD ORGANISATION DISTRIBUTION 
FROM NEY YORK TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


(From Permanent United Kingdom Representative 
to the United Nations). 


No: 1253 D, 10, 00 pam: 24th April, 1947. 
D)th April, 1947. R, 6, 15 asm 25th April, 1927. 


Repeated to iloscow, - 
Washington Saving. 
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Palestine, 


e 
° 


While appreciating force of objections, in 
paragraphs 2 to 4 of your telegram under reference, to 
draft statement in present form, I feel bound to recall 
that we have already been criticised here for our 
apparent unwillingness to say in advance that we will 
accept recommendation of Assembly, I realise that His 
Majesty's Government may not be willing to commit 
themselves absolutely; but formula in paragraph 6 of 
your telegram is I think about the least that we could 
expect delegations and public opinion here to view with 


sympathy, = 
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9, It is as yet too early to estimate reaction to 
Lord Hall's statement in House of Lords on April 23rd, but 
coming on top of the liatthews story (my telegram No, 1140) 
it can Il fear only increase suspicions, sioreover it 
happens that I was speaking at Harvard on same day and when 
similarly pressed I answered basing myself on what I knew 
of your intentions that iis Majesty's Government would 
reserve the right to decide whether they would be bound 
to enforce as opposed to accepting any recommendation of 
the Assembly, (I qualified this by saying that my words 
were not to be taken textually and that declaration was 
still under consideration in London and not yet 


formulated). 


3. I think therefore that we can certainly expect 
someone in Assembly to ask what our intentions are, They 
would be justified in so doing since we have got the 
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Delegations here to initiate study of Palestine problem 
and they may well wish to ask before they go to the 
trouble of examining the question whether we intend to 
follow their eventual recommendation, 


4, iy comments on proposed statement in paragraph 9 
of your telegram are as follows, First two sentences 
seem unobjectionable, Third sentence however seems 
otiose and certainly would do nothing to dispel 
misgivings regarding our position vis-a-vis Assembly 
recommendation. As regards paragraph IO TI should 
certainly be pressed to define our intentions more 
Glearly but if I only give "wait and see" as an 
answer no one will be satisfied. Moreover there seems 
to be a contradiction between this paragraph and 
paragraph 8 of your telegram since latter implies 
that we should hold in reserve a declaration of our 
readiness to abide by Assembly recommendation subject 
‘ofily to reservation about ourselves enforcing it, 

5. I note that it is opinion of Chiefs of Staff 
that "we should maintain our essential strategic 
requirements in Palestine", 1 assume thatthis is 
the main reason why you do not wish to propose that His 
Majesty's Government should commit themselves 
absolutely. I amin some difficulty in commenting on 
this as I do not know what these requirements are though 
I presume that Chiefs of Staff were consulted before 
decision was taken to refer matter to United Nations, 
Clearly we cannot explain a refusal to accept Assembly 
recommendation on grounds that it is contrary to our 
strategic requirements, 


Foreign Office please pass Immediate to iloscow 
as my telegram No. 171. 


[Repeat ed Immediate to Moscow. J 
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hegre wane 


"I do not like the wording of Paragraph 3 and have 
difficulty with paragraph 5. (But this is a F.0. draft) 
AB IT understand 1t, H.M.G. referred the matter to 
U»eNeO. and publicly stated that U.N»O. must consider the 
of the mandate and the future government of Pales: 
HeleGe Would not recommend any particular solution. Tt 


was implied that U»K. would accept the decision of Usl.Q. 


provided it was carried with the necessary majority.  Hel.d. 


gould not cowmit iteelf in advance as to how far H..G. could 
cooperate in implementing any U.N.U. decision that mey be 
aprpived at for obviously uch Gecision might involve 
commitments which would need consideration.  HeMeG. therefore 
veserved their position about the inplementing or enforcement 
of eny deaisi.n whether they approved or disa,proved it. 

LT think that  ~asregraph 4& formula correctly 8% tes the posi tion. 
And with paragraph 6, I coneur. 

Bui the Foreign O1flee have doubts ablut this line as 
have the Chiefs of Siaff, Until the polnts they reise are 
settled, I huve no ob jection to the adoption af the 
reconmendution in Paograph 9, but it will not sa 
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Top Secret. 
Secret. 
Confidential. 
Restricted. 
Open. 


MOST IMMEDIATE — Despatched 
I.P.G. SECRET a 
Draft. 


of My immediately preceding telegram. 


Sir A. Cadégan, | 
NEW c¥ORK. | Following personal from the Secretary of 


Telegram. panive 
I have discussed this matter with the 
Prime Minister and we are convinced that 
whatever tee pressure is applied, we should 
Repeat to -— not allow ourselves to be put in a false 


position by committing ourselves at this stage. 


MARGIN. 


T am sure that if we were to do so it would 
fact. ad! bg ; 
the whole course of the ommittees 
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question/and I consider that the Genera 
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apsonbiy—ia—September will be the appropriate 


place and time for H.M. Government to define 


their attitude. 
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Mr. Trafford-Smith 


3148 Wt. 26469/137 50m 9/46 (51) F.&S. 


Cypher/OTP 
FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO NE YORK 
(To Permanent United Kingdom Representative to the 
United Nations) © 
No. 1301 
29th April, 1947. Db. 8.05 pom. 29th April, 1947 
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My immediately preceding telegram. 


Following personal from the Secretary of State. 


aduasafay 


T have discussed this matter with the Prime Minister 
and we are convinced that whatever pressure is applied, 
we should not allow ourselves to be put in a false 
position by committing ourselves at this stage. I am 
sure that if we were to do so it would affect the whole 
course of the Fact-finding committee's proceedings to 
our disadvantage. It will be for the General sssembly 
to take their decision on the question in Sentember and 
I consider that that will be the anpropriate place and 
time for His Majesty's Government to define their 
attitude. 
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Please repeat Foreign Office telegram No:1300 to you 
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Cypher/OTP JORLD ORGANISATION DISIRIBUTTON 
FRO, NEY YORK TO FORBIGN OFRICE 


(From Permanent United Kingdom Representative to the 
United Nations) _ 


No, 1290 D. 9.31 p.m. 29th April, 1947. 
o9th April, 1947. R. 7.45 aem,. 30th April, 1947, 


Repeated to Washington 
0S COW 
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4. At outset of discussicn in General Committee 
this morning Indian delegate referred tq recen} statenent 
by Visecunt Hall in House of Lords, which he represented 
as being to the effect that His Majesty's Government coul 
not bind themselves to Naccept" a recommendation of the 


‘Assenbly. He wished therefore to put to me the oe 
Ss 


whether this correctly represented attitude of His Majes 
Government. If so, it seemed it would be useless for 


Assembly to discuss the matter. 


9,  Invreply I read extract from Hansard, shewing 
that Lord Hall had said that he could not imagine 


His Majesty's Government "“carryin out a recommendation 
that was not acceptable to then, 


Indian delegate said that this was a distinction 


without a difference. 


4. 
position in Wi 
not think that. 
Assembly might 
be enforced. were the so 
would have to enrerce it. We bore that bur 
handed, it was easy for delegates who did not share 
that: burden to subscribe to recomnendaticns that might b¢ 
very difficult of enforcement, 1t was surely under- 
stamable that my Government, who would have tc expend 
plood and treasure, should make a reservation concerning 
their obligation to enforce a recommendation that they 
could not reconcile with their conscience. 


5. I added that I hoped, in the courss of the next 
aay or two, to make a statemen ko the Assembly itself 
which would include a declaration on the position of 

His hajesty's Government in this regard. 


/6. Indian 
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6, Indian delegate was supported by Egyptian dele- 
ate, Ecuadorean delegate pee ee that report of General 
ommittee to the Assembly should include a statement to the 

effect that the Assembly would require a satisfactory state- 
ment on this point from the Unite aoe delegate. This 
was_ not actual adcpted by the General Committee but it 
will appear in the record cf proceeding and will doubtless 
be taken up in the Assembly. : 


Foreign Office please pass tc koscow as my telegram 
No. 175. : 
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PALESTINE. 
3.10 p.m. 

Lorp ALTRINCHAM rose to call atten- 
tion to the recent statements of His 
Majesty's Government on Palestine; and 
to move for Papers. The noble Lord 
said: My Lords, the Motion which [ rise 
to move this afternoon has figured on the 
Order Paper for a considerable time. As 
noble Lords opposite will remember, 1t 
was postponed once or twice because the 
conditions were really not appropriate, 
conferences were going on and so forth, 
and it was better, by agreement on both 
sides, not to discuss the matter at those 
times. A further postponement was due 
to consideration for myself, for which 1 
am very grateful to noble Lords on botn 


| 


sides of the House. Finally, yet another 


short delay was due to our anxiety to 
hear the noble Viscount, Lord Hall, reply 
for His Majesty’s Government upon this 
Motion. We all desire this, in view of 
his long experience at the Colonial Office 
and his participation in the important 


| conferences which have taken place. I 


understand that he has been away upon 
a naval inspection in the Mediterranean. 
I hope that he has come home refreshed 
by the Mediterranean breezes, and I can 
assure him that the statement which we 
are counting upon him to make cannot 
be too full for our satisfaction. We hope 
that he will take all the time that is neceS- 
sary to give us all the information that 
he possibly can give at the present 
moment. I particularly emphasize that 
‘ecause the form of my Motion is now 
rather out of date. It is not my desire 
now so much to call attention to state- 
ments which have been made on Palestine 
as to ask for further statements to be made 
and for answers to be given by His 
Majesty’s Government to questions of 
which I have given notice, and to most 
of which, I understand, the noble Viscount 
will be prepared to reply. 

The first subject with which I would 
like to deal is one which I am sure fills 
Parliament in general, and all parts of 
the civilized world, with horror that is, 
the continuation of illegal immigration into 
Palestine. This traffic is carried on under 
conditions which really resemble the old 
slave trade across the Atlantic. It is an 
inhuman process; it Is disgusting and it is 
disgraceful. No feeling can be too strong 
in dealing with it. The ships which are 
empioyed are less well-found than the 
ships which carried slaves to North 
America—much less well-found. The 
human cargoes, on the other hand, do 
start out borne up by hope, but that hope 
is doomed to end in the most terrible 
disillusionment. One can hardly conceive 
a trade which deserves more condemnation 
from the civilized world. I cannot 
emphasize too strongly that this disgrace 
on the name of civilization is not the fault 
of this country. Every civilized Govern- 
ment are bound to resist an unauthorized 
and unfiltered rush of immigrants into 
any territory for which they are respon- 
sible. This Government do so, the 
Government of the United States do so; 
every Government in Europe do so, 

That we should be blamed for resisting 
immigration in that form is out of all 
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Other Powers, Powers who 
guard their gates with such keen vigilance, 
are In no position to criticize us, and 
failure to resist such immigration, terrible 
as the conditions are, would be an abdica- 
tion of government, on our part, in 
Palestine. I therefore most strongly sup- 
port His Majesty’s Government in the 
steps which they have taken to resist it, 
despite the suffering which it causes, and | 
can only congratulate the Services chiefly 
engaged, the Royal Navy and the Royal 
Air Force, on the extraordinary skill and 
care with which they have done their 
best to prevent this dreadful traffic turning 
Palestine into an even more _ terrible 
shambles than it is at the present time. 


The Jewish sufferers from this traffic are 
the victims of two things—political fanati- 
cism in their own people, and. political in- 
difference in others. Of these two things 
I think that political indifference among 
Christian Powers is the worse. Jewish 
and Jewish hopelessness are 
Europe’s responsibility, and Europe can- 
not attempt to foist the whole of that 
responsibility upon Islam and the Ara 
peoples. The problem was first created 
by a nation which abjured Christianity— 
Hitler’s Germany. It was immensely 
aggravated by the conditions of the war, 
and since then it has been prolonged and 
intensified by cynical indifference on the 
part of Powers which profess to be, and 
call themselves, Christian. I would there- 
fore ask the noble Viscount if he can tell 
us what success His Majesty’s Government 
have had in the inquiries which they have 
made, and in requests which they have 
made, for co-operation from the French 
Government and the Italian Government, 
and from others from whose ports, I be- 
lieve, this terrible traffic sets out. I would 


' also ask whether it is not the case that 


| strictures which 
' upon the organization of U.N.R.R.A. were 


i perfectly justified. I do not know General 


General Morgan made 


Morgan, but [ think that when one of 
our countrymen—and a distinguished 
fellow countryman of ours—holding .a 
position of responsibility in an imnter- 
national organization is grossly traduced, 
something should be said in defence of 
him in Parliament. 


The evil will not, however, ‘be cured- 


by merely treating the symptoms. The 
cause of the evil is the suffering and the 


in camps of dispossessed 


hopelessness 
: d it is that 


Jewish persons in Europe, an 
H.L. No, 60 
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cause which has to be dealt with if the 
problem of illegal immigration is ever to 
be solved. I would ask the noble Viscount 
what is the number of dispossessed 
Jewish persons in the camps who have 
to be dealt with; also how many are now 
interned in Cyprus? We would be very 
glad to have these figures. 1 understand 
that although the number is, perhaps, in 
the neighbourhood of half a million, it is 
probably altogether too great for absorp- 
tion by Palestine, at any rate over any 
short period. But it is not a very great 
number if it is to be dealt with whole- 
heartedly by the United Nations. I would 
ask, in that connexion, what this country 
and the United States are doing about 
the admission of Jewish persons. There 
are great difficulties about that, ‘but we 
cannot face the Arab peoples, we cannot 
face Islam, with any moral standing if 
we refuse to do anything and demand 
that they, and they alone, shall accept 
Jewish immigrants. I understand that in 
some respects the regulations upon Jewish 
people living in this country who wish to 
bring their relations here are at present 
very hard. I should be glad of any 
information which the noble Viscount can 
give us on that subject. 


I would also ask—I apologize for put- 
ting one question after another so fast, 
but we are very short of information— 
what is being done to implement under- 
takings which were given in the United 
Nations about the International Refugee 
Organization. That organization, I under- 
stand, is to take the place of U.N.R.R.A. 
after June 1. When U.N.R.R.A. ceases 
to operate there will be no system of 
financing the camps of dispossessed per- 
sons, unless another organization is estab- 
lished by that time. I have been told 
this, and I ask whether this is true. Iam 
told that up to the present only this 
country and New Zealand have offered 
to contribute their quota to this organiza- 
tion. I would ask if that is true. I think 
it ig extremely unfortunate that since the 
end of the war this question of refugees 
and of dispossessed persons in Europe has 
not been placed under some individual 
possessed of great drive, as it was after 
the last war, when it was entrusted to 
Nansen. What Europe owes to Nansen 
is almost incalculable, and it is a great 
misfortune that this problem has not been 
handed over to a man of that imagination 
and with that broad capacity. 

A 4 
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lf one wants to realize what can he 
done by a man of imagination and re- 
source, one has only to lock at what has 
been done in the way of forming a new 
settlement in South America. It may 
interest your Lordships to know of the 
kind of settlement established in one of 
the richest parts of Brazil (but a part 
which was entirely uncultivated) by a 
Brazilian subject named Senor Antonio 
J. Moura Andrade. In 1938 he started 
a settlement in the forest; he provided 
the whole capital himself, and he ad- 
vanced inoney for implements, and so 
en, to new settlers. The only bar to set- 
tlers which he imposed was that they 
must be capable of working with their 
hands, and they should not be German, 
Italian, or Japanese, because he was anti- 
totalitarian. 


That settlement, Andradina, has been 
a resounding success. In nine years a 
city of 10,000 people has been established 
in the centre of it. The total number of 
successful settlers is I00,000, and only 
2 per cent. have failed, while 60 per 
cent. have paid off the whole of the cost 
of their land and of their own establish- 
ment. Senor Andrade has said there 
ought to be many more Andradinas. Who 
is to say that if there had been a man cf 
imagination and drive in charge of this 
international organisation, something of 
that kind might not have been done? I 
recommend it to His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment as an example of what can be done 
by private enterprise. Compare private 
enterprise with Government enterprise in 
this very important matter. So much for 
Andradina. 


Palestine 


I hope that when this question comes 
before the United Nations, they will he 
invited to deal with the Jewish problem 
as a wnole—as the Anglo-American Com- 
mission was invited—and not merely with 


the Palestine aspect. You cannot deal 
with the main problem of Palestine un- 
less you look at the question throughout 
the world as a whole. Certainly, there 
will be no reduction of tension in Pales- 
tine until this problem of the dispossessed 
persons living hopelessly in camps is dis- 
posed of. I would remind His Mayesty’s 
Government that the present effect of this 
state of affairs, and of the terrorist acti- 
vities in Palestine (to which I shall come 
in a moment), is to create among our 
Services a very dangerous, but neverthe- 
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less entirely natural, feeling of on 
Semitism that will come back to this coun- 
try. It will have its reaction in this 
country; indeed, it is coming in letters 
every day. That is a very grave aspect 
of this appalling tension and of the failure 
to deal with the problem of the suffering 
of Jewry—suffering which is entirely due 
to the crimes of Europe. 


I come now to the question of terrorism, 
and I have some questions to ask about 
that. In the first place, can the noble 
Viscount tell us what co-operation the 
Government of Palestine and the military 
authorities in Palestine have received from 
the Jewish Agency? I think we are en- 
titled to demand whole-hearted co-opera- 
tion from the Jewish Agency, because the 
Jewish Agency have been endowed with 
some of the powers and responsibilities of 
government in Palestine; they raise the 
taxes, and command armed forces. These 
are powers which are normally given only 
to a Government, and therefore the Jewish 
Agency, in virtue of the powers which they 
enjoy and of the position with which they 
have been endowed, ought to co-operate 
whole-heartedly in the suppression of 
terrorism. 


While I feel in that way about the 
Jewish Agency, I am much more doubtful 
about asking for the co-operation of the 
Jewish population in general. I under- 
stand that in many quarters the Jewish 
population have shown great courage in 
this matter; terrorist posters have been 
torn down; villagers have refused to give 
comfort, assistance or shelter to terrorists; 
they have resisted demands for a subscrip- 
tion; and I understand that they have 
suffered very severely in the process. Can 
the noble Viscount tell me whether it is 
true that whole villages have been de- 
prived of water by the terrorists because 
they attempted to co-operate with the 
Government in the suppression of 
terrorism? That has been reported in the 
newspapers, and I think we ought to have 
the facts about it. If these reprisals have 
taken place it is easy to understand the 
difficulties experienced by the ordinary 
Jewish population. Ordinary men and 
women are, of course, bound to resist 
terrorist demands for help and shelter, but 
we must recognize that if the Government 
cannot guarantee them security they are 
faced with very great difficulties in carry- 
ing out their duties under the law. 


Finally, on this question of terrorism, 
I would ask His Majesty’s Government 
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Cether they are satisfied with the effi- 
ciency of our intelligence service. It 
appears to us uninformed people that the 
terrorist intelligence is greatly superior 
to our own. It always seems to be ahead 
of ours, and it is far better informed about 
our movements than we are about the 
movements of the terrorists. That is a 
ereat reflection upon the Government’s 
services. J emphasize this because every- 
body who has had experience of this pro- 
blem knows that intelligence is the key 
to the suppression of terrorism. You 
can do nothing unless your intelligence 
service is good. That was exemplified, 
as noble Lords opposite will remember, 
at the time when Sir John Anderson was 
Governor of Bengal. There was at that 
time a widespread, bitter, and terrible 
terrorist movement in Bengal. It was 
not suppressed by asking for co-opera- 
tion from the population; it was sup- 
pressed, in the main, by a _ good 
intelligence service. I am_ sure that 
anybody who knew Bengal then would 
support that statement. 


Of course, there is a great difference 
between Bengal and Palestine. In Bengal 
in the 1930’s it was possible, to a very 
large extent, to control the movement and 
supply of arms and explosives; owing to 
the conditions left by the war, this 1s 
extremely difficult in Palestine. It is only 
fair to allow for that important factor, 
but, even so, the failure of our intelligence 
services is conspicuous. The noble Lord, 
Lord Broughshane, called attention just 
now to the suicides in gaol. That un- 
opened oranges should be conveyed into 
the cell of a condemned man is an Un- 
speakable reflection upon an efficient 
prison service. Surely, the intelligence 
service ought to know about there being 
in the vicinity of the gaol people who are 
likely to connive at the defeat of justice 
in that manner. To mention only one of 
many examples, there was the attack on 
the train yesterday, with great loss of 
life, of which we have not yet heard full 
details. 


I would call attention to another matter. 
The organization called Irgun Zvai Leumi 
is the most active and the largest of the 
terrorist organizations. It was responsible 
for the assassination of Lord Moyne, my 
predecessor in the Middle East. A £2,000 
reward was placed upon the head of a 
Pole named Beigin who is known to be 
the head of that organization. Our 
intelligence service has never been able to 
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trace Beigin. We know all about him. 
He was brought by our own Government 
from Russia to Palestine; he served in our 
Forces, and then became a single-minded 
and devoted fanatic who believes he is 
conducting not a programme of associa- 
tion with but a programme of warfare 
against the British Government. That is 
the explanation why we have placed a 
price upon his head. We have beer 
endeavouring to find him—with abso- 
lutely no success. Month after month 
follows and nothing is ever heard of this 
elusive person. 


I would call the attention of His 
Majesty’s Government to this fact. I 
hold in my hand a copy of the New York 
Herald. Tribune of March 17 of this year, 
which contains a report of an interview 
between an American correspondent and 
Beigin which took place either in 
Jerusalem or in the neighbourhood of 
Jerusalem. It would seem that American 
correspondents are very much better 
informed than our own _ intelligence 
service. Iam glad to hand this copy over 
to the noble Viscount. I think it will be 
worth his study. I give that simply as 
an example of the fear I have that our 
intelligence services are not as thorough 
as they ought to be at the present moment. 
Therefore, I ask: Is there complete co- 
operation and liaison between the civil and 
military authorities in Palestine? Is there 
really no failure in working together 
between the Army and the Police? So 
many valuable lives, British and others (a 
terrible list was read out earlier this after- 
noon) are being sacrificed in Palestine 
because of this failure on the part of our 
intelligence services, without any sign of 
improvement, that I beg His Majesty's 
Government to look carefully into the 
matter and to make sure that the intelli- 
gence services are what they ought to be 
and what we have certainly succeeded in 
making them at critical times in other 
parts of the Empire. 


I do not wish to detain your Lordships 
too long. I merely want to ask one or 
two questions about the ultimate issue of 
this Palestine question—its reference to 
the United Nations. In the first place, 
I congratulate His Majesty’s Government 
on their decision to refer the question to 
the United Nations. That is undoubtedly 
the only course to be taken at the present 
time, and the only comment that noble 
Lords on this side of the House would 
rnake is that we wish it had been done 
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[Lord Altrincham. ] 

much earlier. I think that comment was 
made by Mr. Churchill in another place 
and I most certainly endorse it. I repeat, 
however, that while I think it right that 
the matter should be referred to the 
United Nations, that is not because I 
believe we have ourselves failed in our 
task in Palestine. The reason for refer- 
ring it to the United Nations is that the 
question should be brought to book in 
that international forum; for the respon- 
sibility for the situation in Palestine is 
really due to the crimes of Europe and to 
sabotage Ly other civilized powers of our 
government in Palestine. They have 
sabotaged it by the encouragement of 
illegal immigration. We all know that. 
They have sabotaged it by ignorant sup- 
port of Jewish extremists, and the whole 
of the responsibility for what is now 
taking place in the Holy Land will, I 
hope, be brought home in the inquiry 
which is to be conducted by the United 
Nations. Only the United Nations can 
correct a terrible defect of that kind, and 
I hope, as I said earlier in my speech, 
that the United Nations will deal with 
the problem as a whole. 


I also think—indeed all the noble 
Lords on this Bench think—that H's 
Majesty’s Government are quite right in 
putting this issue to the United Nations 
without in the first instance advancing 
any solution of their own. IJ consider that 
that is a wise decision. If the United 
Nations are to deal with the question as 
a whole, no excuse must be given to 
them for concentrating upon one aspect 
of the matter. Such an opportunity 
would be provided if a British scheme 
were laid before them. I think we may 
say with confidence, from recent per- 
formances of that organization, that if a 
British scheme were laid before them, it 
would be torn to pieces, and weeks— 
perhaps indeed months—would be taken 
in that enjoyable process without an 
advantage to Palestine. Ultimately, 
however, we must be pressed to give our 
wiew as to the right solution. I am not 
going to ask His Majesty’s Government 
for any statement to-day as to what they 
will say when that moment comes. It is 
far better to leave that for His Majesty’s 
Government to determine when the time 
comes. 


But I would say two things on the 


subject. In the first place, we on this 
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Bench feel that a clear answer should 5 

given: that when the times comes we 
should say what we consider to be the 
best solution. When that moment comes, 
any failure on our part to give a clear 
account of our view of what should be 
done would be a great failure and an 
abdication on our part as the Mandatory 
Power. The other remark I can only 
make for myself, because, as everybody 
knows, very varied opinions are held by 
all Parties on this Palestine question; but 
for my part I most earnestly hope that the 
original principle on the Mandate will 
be sustained as it is in what are called 
the Bevin Proposals. I hope, indeed, that 
when an answer is given on inquiry by 
the United Nations, it will be on the lines 
of what are called the Bevin Proposals. 
I am convinced that that is the only solu- 
tion which will ensure a stable peace in 
the Holy Land, and I am convinced it is 
a practicable solution provided we have 
the moral support of the United Nations 
and of those great Powers which have 

hitherto denied it. 


Some say that the solution may line in 
the application to Palestine of what is 
called ‘* Dominion status.’’ There have 
been many admirable Jewish arguments 
on that subject, which have been endorsed 
by distinguished English opinion. It 
seems to me, however, that the solution 
surely is based on a misunderstanding 
of what constitutes Dominion status. 
Dominion status is not a thing that can 
be established by the fiat of any British 
Government; it is a thing that can be 
established only by the wish of the in- 
habitants of the proposed Dominion. That 
is the history of every Dominion. The 
British Government cannot say: ‘‘ This 
shall be a Dominion ’’; it rests entirely 
with the inhabitants. 


Lorp STRABOLGI: Yes, but this is 
very important: in the case of Ireland, 
which is the most recent example of the 
setting up of Dominion status, we let it 
be know that such a solution would be 
acceptable to the British Government. 
We did not impose it on them, but we let 
it be known in the negotiations—as the 
noble Lord knows perfectly well—that 
that would be acceptable. 


Lorp ALTRINCHAM: I think it is 
pretty obvious from what has happened 
in Ireland that the issue rests with the 
Irish people, and that is going to be the 
case everywhere. 
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BD orp STRABOLGI: That was the 
machinery. 


Lorp ALTRINCHAM: Let me take 
the case of Canada, a very apt parallel. 
After the Napoleonic Wars a distinguished 
member of this House, Lord Durham, 
went to Canada, He found, as he said 
in his famous report, ‘‘ two nations war- 
ring in the bosom of a single state “’— 
exactly what is happening in Palestine. 
And how did he deal with it? He dealt 
with it first of all by reconciliation of 
those two nations on the spot; then 
matters passed to joint self-government 
and ultimately, by the wish of the in- 
habitants, Canada has followed, through 
federation, to great development as a 
Dominion and is now one of the most 
powerful in the world—entirely based on 
the spirit and sentiment of the wish of 
her own people. Now the first step in 
Palestine must be the same. There must 
be reconciliation ‘between the peoples; 
there must be agreement between the 
peoples to establish joint government. If 
that is what is meant by Dominion status, 
I am entirely with those who advocate 
it, but I would suggest that it is no use 
arguing as if we could to-morrow estab- 
lish Dominion status in Palestine any more 
than we have ever been able to do it 
elsewhere. It is a matter that depends 
upon the course taken by affairs, and 
ultimately upon the sentiment of the 
people. 

I have no doubt, however, that the re- 
conciliation of the two races, and the 
establishment of a bi-racial State, was 
the original principle which we under- 
took to carry out in the Mandate. There 
is no question whatever about that. I 
hope that in this matter, as in every 
other matter, we shall hold to our under- 
takings. What this country has once said 
it will do it ought to go on to do, and 
it should never go back on its under- 
takings. The Arabs attach considerable 
importance, as does a very large section 
of Jewry—although it is the quieter sec- 
tion—to this undertaking. Since the 
Mandate itself is sometimes regarded as 
equivocal, let me quote what was said 
about it in the document published in 
1922—a document well known as the 
Churchill Memorandum —to explain 
exactly what we mean by it. I quote 
only one section on this subject from that 
Memorandum. It said: 

‘* Further, that the 


it ds contemplated 


status of all citizens of Palestine in the eyes. 
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of the law shall be Palestinian, and it has 
never been intended that they, or any section 
of them, should possess any other juridical 
status.”’ 


That shows clearly that we mean to create 
one Palestinian state, and not two or three, 
as has been suggested since in various 
quarters. 


I hope that we will not go back in any 
way upon the great responsibility and the 
great mission which we undertook, which 
I believe is the only way of establishing 
peace in the Holy Land. I am sure that 
our failure to stand by our undertakings 
in this matter would be regarded as a 
further surrender, and as a further 
abdication, throughout the Middle East 
and throughout Islam. My noble friend 
the Leader of the Opposition, who is not 
present to-day, has sometimes offended 
noble Lords opposite by using the words 
‘‘humbug’”’ and “ scuttle.’’ I know 
that they are sensitive about those two 
words, but perhaps I may console them 
if I say generously that in other parts of 
the world, at any rate, there has been no 
humbug about their scuttle. I hope that 
in Palestine there will be absolutely 
straight dealing and no abdication in any 
form whatever from our undertakings. 


I would support that by one final argu- 
ment. The Mandate was based upon an 
appreciation of the situation in Palestine 
put forward by the ablest Arab of that 
day, the Emir Feisal, afterwards the first 
King of Iraq. While every other Man- 
date was regarded as inconsistent with 
the undertakings given to the Arab 
people, the leading Arabs of that time— 
not the political Arabs, but the leading 
Arabs—took the view that the Mandate 
was the best way of dealing with the situa- 
tion in Palestine. I will not quote his 
actual words, as they are well known. 
Most of them are contained in the 
memorandum which he addressed to the 
Peace Conference in Paris in I919, on 
which the Mandate was based. I would 
go further than that; I would go back to 
the Balfour Declaration. The Balfour 
Declaration contains a very grave warn- 
ing as to watching the effect of what we 
do in Palestine upon the welfare of Jewry 
in other parts of the world. That is the 
end of the last sentence in the Balfour 
Declaration. I might perhaps read those 
words: 


ce 


; it being clearly understood that noth- 
ing shall be done which may prejudice the 
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[Lord Altrincham. | 
civil and religious rights of existing non- 
Jewish communities in Palestine or the rights 
and political status enjoyed by the Jews in 
any other country.’’ 

Consider what would happen if a 
Jewish state were set up in Palestine. At 
the very most it would not contain more 
than one-fifth or one-sixth of the whole of 
world Jewry. + Five million Jews are 
in the United States, and there are many 
millions elsewhere. To whatever number 
it was possible to raise the population of 
the Jewish State in Palestine, it would be 
only a small fraction of world Jewry. 
Naturally, therefore, it is important to 
study what effect that would have upon 
Jewry elsewhere. That Jewish State 
would be located in a part of the world 
where great interests meet, where the great 
powers are often in controversy, and an 
area which has always in the history of the 
world been a difficult and dangerous 
strategic area. Any State established 
there is bound to have very difficult ques- 
tions of policy to decide, and whatever 
decision it makes is sure to dissatisfy great 
Powers in some part of the world. What 
would then be the effect upon the Jews 
who live in the dissatished country? 
Those who framed the Balfour Declara- 
tion were very wise in calling attention to 
this danger. There it is, in the last sen- 
tence of the Balfour Declaration. I have 
been urged, I think I may say, by re- 
presentative Jews not only in this country 
but also in America to call some attention 
to this aspect of the matter. 


I hope that His Majesty’s Government 


will stand by our undertaking. Let me 
repeat—and this is the last word that I 
have to say—that we have no reason to 
admit failure, and no reason to accept 
responsibility for the present state of 
Palestine. It is due, in the first instance, 
to Hitler’s Germany, and, in the second in- 
stance, to the failure of Christendom. 
Let us then, when the time comes, declare 
before the United Nations that we will be 
faithful to the engagernent which we made 
in Palestine on one essential condition, and 
that is, the support of that great section 
of the world which shares our concept 
of civilization. I beg to move for Papers. 


O49) Pan. 
Viscount SAMUEL: My Lords, in 
addressing your Lordships to-day I must 
first refer to the matter which I am sure 
is uppermost in the minds of all your 
Lordships—namely, the continuance of the 
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terrible terrorist outrages in Palestine. 
view of my long connexion with the 
Palestinian question, since before the 
Balfour Declaration, and the fact that I 
devoted five years of my life in the attempt 
to establish a stable and prosperous Gov- 
ernment in Palestine, it is a matter upon 
which I feel perhaps more deeply than 
can any other member of your Lordships’ 
House. This group of fanatics, mostly 
very young enthusiasts, are animated by 
that abominable doctrine that the end 
justifies the means; that any purpose 
which is held to be good in itself may 
warrant any efforts in its pursuit, however 
wicked they may be. That doctrine has 
been the curse of mankind all through its 
history. The Jewish people have always 
taken pride in the good deeds performed 
and the distinctions won by their mem- 
bers; in the number of scientists, writers, 
musicians, philosophers and _ statesmen 
who have come from the Jewish ranks, 
far out of proportion to their numbers. 
They remember that in the distant past 
it was the Jewish people who laid the 
foundations for the three greatest religions 
of the world. Here in this city, and in 
all the great cities of the West, vast 
cathedrals and abbeys are dedicated to 
the names of men of Jewish stock; their 
psalms are sung and their prayers are 
recited in these places. 

To-day these same people have given 
birth to a set of assassins, who, disguised 
in false uniforms, waylay soldiers and 
policemen, hurl bombs promiscuously, 
‘blow up trains, and are responsible for 
the terrible list of casualties, particulars 
of which have been given to your Lord- 
ships only this afternoon. I feel bound 
to say to-day, as I have said before in 
this House, that the Jewish population of 
Palestine and the Jewish Agency are 
blameworthy for not having, by resolute 
determination and at whatever cost, extir- 
pated this curse which has brought shame 
upon all members of the Jewish com- 
munity. I do not to-day say that the 
Government should take this or that 
action in order to end this terrorism—far 
from it. On the contrary, if the British 
Government were to say that until the 
terrorism stops nothing else could be done, 
it might perhaps be justified, although it 
might not ‘be statesmanlike. I urge to-day 
that action should be taken, not because 
of it hut in spite of it. 

With regard to immigration, I look 
upon that irom an entirely different point 
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XV: view. I do not put that on the same 
footing. I think that there the noble Lord, 
Lord Altrincham, has missed the real 
point, which is that the Jews of Palestine— 
of all sections, from the most moderate 
and law-abiding to the most violent and 
exireme—with hardly a single exception, 
support this immigration and approve of 
it. They declare that it is not illegal and 
that what is illegal is the ordinance that 
forbids it. That is the point to which the 
noble Lord did not give any attention. 
It may seem rash to claim, after all these 
controversies have raged for so many 
years about Palestine, that anyone can 
bring forward a new point; yet I think 
this afternoon there is one thing new which 
can be said. It arises out of a recent 
speech by the Foreign Secretary, Mr. 
Bevin, in another place, and it touches 
very closely this point of whether the pro- 
hibition of immigration is itself legal or 
illegal. 


Speaking in another place on February 
25 last, Mr. Bevin discussed whether there 


should be in Palestine a Jewish State, or 
an Arab State, or a mixed State. He said 
that the British Government had no power 
to decide that point, and that, therefore, 
it must be taken to the United Nations. I 
quote his next words because they are 
exceedingly important. He said: 


‘‘ That, therefore, raises the issue which has 
got to be decided and we, as Mandatory 
Power, cannot solve that problem until the 
United Nations have recommended which of 
these three alternatives is to form the basis 
of the future organization of Palestine. We, 
as Mandatory Power, have no power to make 
that decision. Nothing that I can find in any 
of the documents, either at the League of 
Nations or in the discussions between the great 
Powers at Versailles and after, indicate that 
we have that power. The Mandate certainly 
does not give it... ”’ 


It may not be thought that is rele- 
vant to the particular point; but 
it is, because he declares that the 
British Government cannot decide this 
but must refer it to the United 
Nations because the Mandate would 
not authorize anything of this kind— 
any one of these three courses de- 
parting from the existing conditions. But 
has the Mandate authorized the prohibi- 
tion of Jewish immigration into Pales- 
tine? Where is there anything in the 
Mandate that would confer that power 
upon the British Government, acting 
under it and with the approval of the 
League of Nations? 
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The White Paper of 1939 (which is the 
root of the whole of the present difficulties 
and which was enacted by the Chamber- 
lain Government) declared that after five 
years from that date there was to be 
no more Jewish immigration into Pales- 
tine at all, unless the Arab community 
of Palestine gave their assent to it. Every 
one knew that there was no reason why 
the Arabs of Palestine should give their 
assent; that was universally agreed. Con- 
sequently, there was to be, after five 
years, a prohibition of Jewish immigration 
into Palestine. Is that in accordance 
with the Balfour Declaration? The Bal- 
four Declaration declared—and this is 
embodied textually in the Mandate it- 
self—that the Mandatory Power should 
favour the establishment of a Jewish 


National Home, should encourage Jewish 


immigration and should enact such laws 
with regard to land settlement and so 
forth as would conduce to it. That was 
approved, first of all, by all the great 
Powers—the United States, France, Italy 
and others—and afterwards, formally, by 
the League of Nations itself in 1922. How 
the Mandate is to be interpreted was not 
left to the Mandatory Power itself; it was 
not for the British Government to say, 
“This is allowed and this is not 
allowed ’’, as Mr. Bevin very frankly 
and clearly stated. 


The League of Nations set up a Man- 
dates Commission which was to exercise 
supervision over all the Mandates en- 
trusted to various Powers and to be the 
authority charged with the duty of inter- 
preting the Mandates. The White Paper 
of 1939 was brought before that Man- 
dates Commission in June of that year, 
and it occupied their attention at a num- 
ber of sittings. They heard Mr. Malcolm 
Macdonald, the then Colonial Secretary, 
with regard to it, and they went into 
the whole subject with the utmost 
thoroughness. The Mandates Commis- 
sion was an extremely competent body, 
consisting largely of representatives of 
the smaller Powers, some of them with 
Colonial experience. They were per- 
fectly impartial. When I was High Com- 
missioner I had the privilege of appear- 
ing before them for three days, and I was 
greatly impressed by their competence 
and their impartiality. On this occasion 
the views of the members diverged, but 
they were unanimous on one point. 
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[ Viscount Samuel. ] 

I have lately been refreshing my 
memory by reference to the voluminous 
reports of that Commission—a_ great 
volume of some 300 or 400 pages and 
there I find these records. This is one 
paragraph, on page 275: 

“From the first, one fact forced itself to 

the notice of the Commission—namely, that 
the policy set out in the White Paper was not 
in accordance with the interpretation which, 
in agreement with the Mandatory Power and 
the Council, the Commission had always placed 
upon the Palestine Mandate.’’ 
That was unanimous. The White Paper 
put a different interpretation upon the 
Mandate from that which had been, for 
many years until then—this was 1939 and 
the Mandate was 1922—adopted by the 
Mandatory Power, by the Commission 
and by the Council of the League. Then 
they said: 

TEs 


that is the Commission— 


ce 


went on to consider whether the Palestine 
Mandate might not perhaps be open to a 
new interpretation which, while still respecting 
its main principles, would be sufficiently 


flexible for the White Paper not to appear at 


variance with if.’’ 


There the Commission was divided. The 
noble Lord, Lord Hankey—whom I see 
in his place to-day—was the British repre- 
‘sentative at that time. The divergent 
views that were expressed could only be 
recorded by the Commission, which could 
not judge between them, and they set out 
what they were. 


The noble Lord, Lord Hankey—the 
British Government representative—sup- 
ported by two other members, held that 
existing circumstances would justify the 
policy of the White Paper, provided that 
the Council did not oppose it: that is, that 
the matter ought to be referred to the 
Council and then, if they did not oppose 
it, it might be held that this restriction on 
Immigration was in accordance with the 
letter or the spirit—I do not know what 
their view was—of the Mandate. But the 
majority of the Commission—four mem- 
bers—refused to say. I quote again— 
“that the policy of the White 
conformity with the Mandate, any contrary 
conclusion appearing to them to be ruled out 
by the very terms of the Mandate and by the 
fundamental intentions of its authors.” 

Here is the argument which J wish to 
address to your Lordships. The Foreign 
Secretary has lately stated that proposed 
future arrangements for Palestine must 
be referred to the United Nations, 


Paper was in 


| Mandates 


because the Government here have i» 
authority under the Mandate to adopt 
any one of the three courses or any sub- 
stantial departure from the Mandate. The 
international body which was appointed 
to interpret the Mandate considered this 
prohibition of Jewish immigration. They 
were unanimous that the new departure 
differed from all previous interpretations 
of the Mandate. Four of the Commis- 
sion held that it was contrary to the terms 
of the Mandate. That was the majority 
view; that it was not justified by the 
Mandate, and was contrary to its terms. 
Three of them held that it might be justi- 
fied, subject to any action by the Coun- 
cil of the League. But the war came 
and the Council of the League had never 
considered this matter, never assented, 
and never even had an opportunity of 
declaring its opposition. 


Thus the present Foreign Secretary, 
by saying that he has no power to adopt 
this policy, is saying in effect that his 
predecessors, the Chamberlain Govern- 
ment and Mr. Malcolm Macdonald; as 
Colonial Secretary, had no power to do 
this very thing which is now in dispute. 
That is the reason why the Jewish com- 
munity of Palestine, Jews throughout the 
world and the Zionist Organization, say 
that the illegality is not on the part of 
the immigrants, but was on the part of 
the British Government here, at the time 
of Mr. Malcolm Macdonald, who declared 
that five years from then the doors of 
the Jewish national home should be 
closed, and_ this prohibition should be 
clamped down upon Zionists throughout 
the world who were seeking to go to 
Palestine. That is the essence of the 
whole present situation. When the 
noble Lord denounces with so much 
vehemence the horrible conditions in 
which these immigrants are coming in, 
and says we must uphold the law, the 
Gavernment of the United States and 
other Governments are inclined to ask: 
“How dare you shut out these Jews, 
and stop this immigration in defiance of 
the very spirit of the Mandate which you 
purport to administer? ’’ 


Lorp ALTRINCHAM: As the noble 
Viscount has questioned my interpreta- 
tion of the Mandate, may I say that the 
Commission was not the body 
set up to interpret the Mandate? The 
only body to interpret the Mandate was 
the League itself. The Mandates Commis- 
sion was set up simply to go into the 
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tailed administration of Mandates in 


“Sarious parts of the world. This question 
was never put to the League of Nations, 


and there is no reason whatever to assume 


that because of a majority of four to three 


in the Mandates Commission on one par- 
ticular view, that view would necessarily 
have been taken by the League before the 
matter had ever been submitted. , 


Lorp CALVERLEY: Would the noble 
Viscount say if he approves of these coffin 
ships? 

Viscount SAMUEL: The answer to 
what the noble Lord, Lord Altrincham, 
has said—which is a point worth notice— 
is that it is quite correct that the Mandates 
Commission was a Commission of the 
whole body, like a Committee of this 
House; but the League was always very 
greatly guided by the Mandates Commis- 
sion, which went into these matters with 
the utmost care and made the most 
elaborate reports to the Council of the 
League. The League naturally gave the 
greatest possible attention to the reports 
of these experts. The Commission were 
unanimous that a new interpretation was 
being put upon the Mandate—there was no 
question of four to three—and said that 
this might be held to be justified, provided 
that the Council did not object. How can 
you say it was authorized to be done, 
when the Council had no opportunity 
either of objecting or of not objecting? 


For all these reasons the present 
Government, in fact, have rather belatedly 
stated quite clearly that they are not 
accepting the White Paper and are not 
acting upon it. The Prime Minister said 
in another place on July 1 of last year: 

‘Tt is quite wrong to say that we are 
carrying on the White Paper policy.’ 

They disapprove of it themselves, and yet 
they support these measures for the pres 
vention of immigration into Palestine. As 
a matter of fact, they are allowing a 
certain amount of immigration into 
Palestine in defiance of the White Paper 


of 1939. 


Viscount HALL: Might I ask the noble 
Viscount whether he is now arguing that 
immigration can be admitted into Pales- 
tine, irrespective of numbers or its effect 
upon the Arab community? 


Viscount SAMUEL: I am coming to 
that a little later on. What I am now 
dealing with is the question of illegality— 
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on which side the law rests. The Govern- 
ment says: ‘‘ We have passed an ordi- 
nance and that is the law.’’ The Zionist 
Organization says, ‘‘ The law. you have 
passed is itself an infringement of the 
law, an international law, approved by 
the League of Nations.’’ Mr. Bevin says 
he cannot act contrary to the Mandate in 
this or that without the sanction of the 
League of Nations, yet this ‘was done 
without the League of Nations. 


Viscount HALL: On specific points. 


Viscount SAMUEL: That is what I am 
saying. Let me turn to another aspect. 
We in this generation have been faced 
with what is unquestionably and literally 
the greatest crime in the whole history of 
the world. At the Nuremberg Trials Lord 
Justice Lawrence—now Lord Oaksey—in 
his judgment accepted the calculation that 
6,000,000 human beings had been 
murdered by the Nazis in the concentra- 
tion camps and in other ways. They were 
not all Jews, and undoubtedly vast num- 
bers had nothing to do with the Jewish 
community but were Hitler’s political 
opponents. All the great crimes.in history, 
the massacres of Attila, of Jenghiz Khan, 
the St. Bartholomew Massacre, and the 
massacre of a large part of the Armenian 
nation, fall into almost insignificance com- 
pared with the scale of this latest crime 


committed in cold blood by the madman — 


Adolf Hitler, who was on the throne of 
absolute power, 


A few days ago it was announced in 
the Press that a man named Hoess, who 
was in charge of the Auschwitz concen- 
tration camp, had been hanged, having 
been shown guilty of the murder in gas 
chambers of 4,000,000 people in that 
camp. It was stated in the Press that he 
protested against this, and said there were 
not more than 2,000,000; but he confessed 
to 2,000,000. This fact was printed in 
small type in little paragraphs in the news- 
papers, and it attracted no particular 


attention that a man who was found guilty 


of having murdered 4,000,000 people had 
been hanged. We are too close to these 
events to be able to see them in their 


true scale and to recognize them for the 


enormity that they present. There is no 
shock in our present-day civilization— 
hardly a tremor. What people are chiefly 
concerned about is that, of the survivors 
who have escaped, as few as possible shall 
be admitted into this country, or the 
United States or into other lands. There 
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have been some survivors, and IJ have- 
met some of them, whose fathers, mothers, . 


brothers and_  sisters—whole families— 
have been murdered in the gas chambers. 
They were collected from Belgium, 
Holland, Poland, Austria and eslewhere, 
and form part of the 6,000,000 why have 
been murdered. Some of those who sur- 
vived went back to their homes and re- 
ceived no very warm welcome, because 
the property they owned and the industries 
they had built up had been seized and 
looted and sold to other people. These 
are very unwelcome ghosts who, not 
having been killed, have the impertinence 
to claim their own property. 


As a result they wish to move away to 
start a new life and try to forget the awful 
horror. of their past. They want to go 
to Palestine where they can be sure they 
can be free and live according to their 
own ways and customs. A Committee of 
the House of Commons on National 
Expenditure reported the other day that 
the movement of Jews through Austria 
on their way to Palestine amounted to a 
second exodus. Whether it be a second 
exodus, or a tenth or a twentieth, these 
people are tired; they want to go and 
settle somewhere. And Palestine is a place 
where they would wish to go. 


A Nose Lorp: All of them? 


Viscount SAMUEL: They go under 
conditions of the utmost hardship and in 
abominable circumstances which have 
already been referred to by the noble Lord 
who has just spoken. They have survived 
the massacre of their families, and have 
crowded into hundreds, even thousands, of 
little ships, under conditions which the 
noble Lord, Lord Altrincham, rightly says 
recall the conditions of the slave trade. 
They have reached Palestine, which was 
to be the National Home of their race only 
to find British destroyers patrolling off 
the coast. They are brought into harbour 
and then sent off to internment camps and 
called “‘ illegal immigrants.’’ While the 
British Army of 100,000 is holding down 
the Jewish population, all Palestine is only 
too eager to welcome them. There is no 
question of their not being able to find 
accommodation. Accommodation could 
easily be found for 100,000 or more. It is 
not a question of being unable to find ships, 
because the United States have undertaken 
to provide all the means of transport that 
may be required. « It is not a case of going 


there to crowd into some slum district. T k-- 


Jewish National Home has been a brillia 
success. The Anglo-American Commis- 
sion reported that it was a miracle, both of 
physical achievement and _ spiritual en- 
deavour, and the Peel Commission some 
years ago spoke in similar terms. Those 
are the facts of the case. 


Noble Lords will ask: ‘‘ What is your 
solution? ’’ To my mind the most urgent 
matter is to settle this question of immigra- 
tion. The Government say they are no 
longer pursuing the White Paper policy. 
In defiance of the White Paper policy they 
have for some time past allowed 1,800 im- 
migrants a month to go in. 


A Nose Lorp: 1,500. 


Viscount SAMUEL: I thought it had 
been increased to 1,800; but let us say 
1,500 a month. That amounts to less than 
20,000 a year—an exceedingly small total 
in view of conditions both in Europe and 
in Palestine. In my judgment 40,000 to 
50,000 a year could quite easily be 
absorbed by the country. There is a great 
shortage of labour in Palestine to-day; the 
amount of capital awaiting investment in 
industry and trade amounts to scores of 
millions of pounds and it cannot be used. 
In addition, there is an immense demand 
for all kinds of commodities as well as for 
exports. If IJ am asked what policy I 
would recommend I would say that I 
would allow immigration of perhaps 50,000 
a year, and date it back to the time when 
the Anglo-American Commission made 
their recommendation—that is, to April, 
1946. From that number should be de- 
ducted those already admitted, and others 
should be allowed in to bring it up to that 
rate. The principle should be laid down 
that that should continue for so long as 
economic conditions permitted. 


As to the future government of Pales- 
tine—this is the concluding portion of my 
observations—I do not agree with a 
common assertion that there are only three 
possible courses: a Jewish State, an Arab 
State or geographical partition. I think 
all three are wrong. JI can only repeat 
what I said previously. Neither a Jewish 
State nor an Arab State is practicable; nor 
is geographical partition. But there is a 
fourth course. I am not one of those who 
say that because three solutions are im- 
practicable, therefore the whole question 
is insoluble. The. Jewish State has been 
the aspiration of the Jewish people for 
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_jenturies. It is an aspiration which at the 
“present day cannot be realized. It is not 
contained in the Balfour Declaration. If 
the Balfour Declaration had intended tHat 
a Palestinian State should be set up, it 
would have said so. What was said, and 
what was said in speeches by those who 
drew it up, was that it might be that future 
conditions would be such that there would 
be a Jewish majority there; and there 
might be a Jewish State. There was no 
promise of a Jewish State. What was 
promised was that the British Government 
would favour the creation of a Jewish 
National Home—the term was most care. 
fully chosen—in Palestine. The Declara- 
tion did not say that Palestine should be 
the Jewish National Home, but that it 
favoured a Jewish National Home in 
Palestine, without prejudice to the civil 
and religious rights of the Arab population. 


In 1922, in the White Paper quoted, 
the British Government of the day re- 
affirmed that Declaration. In view of the 
Jews’ historic connexion with Palestine 
the White Paper said they should be re- 
garded as going there as of right, and not 
by sufferance. That does not justify the 
Zionists or the Jewish population in 
Palestine saying that the Arabs are there 
on sufferance and not as of right. Arabs 
who have been there for thousands. of 
years also have definite rights in Pales- 
tine; that must be admitted and 
acknowledged, and that is clearly admitted 
in the above Declaration. The Declaration 
inIg17 with regard to the Jewish National 
Home, the Balfour Declaration, and the 
White Paper of 1922, issued when Mr. 
Churchill was Colonial Secretary, were 
accepted by the Zionist Organization— 
the first one with expressions of warm 
gratitude which were published at the 
time. The second was met by a formal 
declaration of the Zionist Organization 
saying that they accepted the policy 
of the White Paper and that their 
own policy would be made _ to 
conform with it. The country was at 
peace for years afterwards. It is untrue 
to say that it is impossible for’ Jews and 
Arabs to live together. There was a dis- 
turbance in Jaffa in 1921, when I was 
High Commissioner, but after that, 
although there was political tension 
during the remainder of my term until 
1925, for eight years the country was at 
peace. There were no disturbances, no 
assassinatiotis, not a blow struck between 
the two nations. And all that time the 


‘ 


question of a fewish State was never 
brought into the foreground. It was never 
mentioned. No claim was pressed. 


Unhappily, during the war, the 
American Zionists thought it desirable to 
bring it to the front. By a resolution 
called the Biltmore Resolution, from the 
place where it was passed, they demanded 
that Palestine as a whole should be de- 
clared to be a Jewish Commonwealth or 
State—either word was used on different 
occasions. . They declared also that all 
the inhabitants should have equal political 
rights from the outset. These resolutions 
were endorsed by the world Zionist 
Organization in May, 1945. I have 
always regarded that as a_ disastrous 
political blunder. It was an aim quite 
impossible of fulfilment, and indeed was 
meaningless as propounded, for in 
Palestine to-day Arabs are two to one as 
compared to the Jews. And if you were 
to make a declaration that it is a Jewish 
State, it would not in fact be a Jewish 
State. Ifthe Jews were equal in numbers 
to the Arabs it would not be a Jewish 
State—it would be half Jewish and half 
Arab. Even if the Jews were twice as 
many as the Arabs in the future, it would 
still not be a Jewish State. You might 
declare that it was, but, as a matter of 
fact, it would be a mixed state. There- 
fore, this declaration of the American 
Zionists, endorsed by the World Zionist 
organization, merely had the effect of 
arousing the maximum of opposition from 
the Arabs and everyone else and achieving 
the minimum of results. 


An Arab State in Palestine, in my 
view, is also impracticable in view of the 
Balfour Declaration. As the noble Lord, 
Lord Altrincham, has quite frankly 
pointed out, what this country has said 
it must stand to. Therefore there must 
be a Jewish National Home in Palestine 
and an Arab State would very gravely 
shake the stability of anything that could 
really be called a Jewish National Home. 
The good faith of this country must be 
maintained. On the strength of the 
Balfour Declaration 500,000 people have 
gone there, and they have started to 
build up a marvellous community. 
Putting it on a merely monetary basis, 
hundreds of millions of pounds have been 
invested and spent there. In recent 
years, since the war of 1914-1918, the 
Arabs have enjoyed advantages far in 
excess of any possible expectations of 
theirs at that time. An immense stretch 
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Balfour Declaration. As the noble Lord, 
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it must stand to. Therefore there must 
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[Viscount Samuel. } 
of the world’s surface has now, in a 
single generation, been erected into a 
series of independent Arab states—Saudi 
Arabia, a kingdom, Transjordan, an in- 
dependent kingdom, Iraq, a third king- 
dom, Syria, an independent republic, 
Lebanon, an independent republic. All 
these, together with Egypt also, have 
formed themselves into a _ powerful 
league. It would surely be no very great 
hardship if this one little bit in Palestine 
were declared to be a mixed State, and 
not pure a State under an Arab 
sovereign or republic. 


To my mind that is the right solution. 
I do not support partition, because know- 
ing the country as I do it seems to me 
to be geographically impossible It 
would create as many problems as it 
would solve. Instead of one minority 
problem as there is now, we should have 
two. Mr. Bevin said in another place in 
February that the best scheme of parti- 


tion which he had seen would create a 
Jewish State which would have a popu- 


lation of 
Arabs 


450,000 Jews and 360,000 
That would be nearly half and 
half. That was to be called a Jewish 
State. There would be a minority there 
in that community, and there would be 
about 150,000 Jews left outside. You 
would have to impose a frontier between 
the two without any natural boundaries, 
and this would give rise to all sorts of 
difficulties. Criminals could step with 
ease from one side of the boundary to 
the other. You could never have any- 


thing in the nature of a tariff. 


Immigration could not be confined to 
one part. It could easily seep throug 
into the other part. ‘When the Peel Com- 
mission reported in favour of partition, an 
expert Commission was appointed to draw 
up a boundary and declared that it was 
not possible to do so, The problem 
which presents itself is unique in the world. 
We are so accustomed, in this country 
and in the United States, to look upon 
democracy as Government by a repre- 
sentative body which is elected by geo- 
graphical constituencies that we always 
think there must be some areas which will 
elect members by a majority, and that the 
minority will acquiesce in the decisions 
of the majority. A democracy of this 
kind cannot be maintained in countries 
where you have—as there are in Palestine 
—two communities, each imbued with a 


passionate feeling of the justice of the 
several causes. You must provide no 
on a basis of geography but on a basis 
of communities, unless (as in Ireland) 
you can draw a line and make two sides 
of a frontier between them. In any case, 
that gives rise to all sorts of difficulties, 
and it cannot be done in Palestine. 


When I was High Commissioner I tried 
to build up two organizations on a com- 
munal basis, The present representative 
Council of the Jewish community—the 
Va’ad Leumi—was set up by ordinance, 
looking after their own finances, their 
schools, and their own concerns in 
general, while keeping in direct touch with 
the Executive. I was intending to do 
the same for the Arabs, but they were 
too divided. However, we passed an 
ordinance and established a Moslem Coun- 
cil, elected by Moslems to look after their 
endowments and their ecclesiastical courts. 
We should have been ready to do the 
same for the Christian community if they 
had wished it, but they were politically 
identified with the Moslem Arabs. 


The Constitution which I envisage— 
this is not new for I have been saying 
this for years, in this House and else- 
where—is the kind of Constitution that 
the Anglo-American Committee unanim- 
ously recommended. Their recommenda- 
tion has been ignored. The British 
Mandate should remain for a serics of 
years, until the country is more settled. 
It should be accountable to the Trustee- 
ship Committee of the United Nations. 
There should not be a British Dominion. 
I do not agree {with the noble Lord, Lord 
Strabolgi, in advocating a British Do- 
minion. We have declared loudly, again 
and again, that there are to be no annexa- 
tions by any of the Great Powers. To 
attach Palestine to the British Empire 
under the name of a Dominion would give 
rise to the strongest protests in various 
directions. We should be accused of 
Imperialism, in addition to which, so far 
as I can see, the Dominion policy would 
dispose of none of our present problems 
immigration, the tension between the 
two communities, and majorities and 
minorities. 


All these would remain equally if it 
were called a British Dominion as if it 
were called a British Mandate. There 
fore, in my view, there ought to be con- 
stituted two communities—a Jewish com- 
munity as it now exists, with its own 
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_dpresentative body, and an Arab com- 
munity, with a third Christian community 
if it were desired, though I do not think 
it would be. They would manage their 
own schools, hospitals and social services. 
They would have their own finances, and 
would be in direct and constant touch 
with the Executive. It might be hoped 
that in course of time these two would 
grow together. At first, no doubt, they 
would be separate, and would communi- 
cate separately with the British Adminis- 
tration. But after a time they might grow 
more together. Their first joint effort 
under the pressure of practical need might 
be to form joint committees dealing with 
particular subjects; and then they might 
gradually combine, until perhaps in a few 
years time they could form a Joint 
Council, which, in turn, would _ be- 
come a proper system of govern- 
ment for the country as a_ whole, 
regardless of majorities, regardless of 
minorities, and regardless of geographical 
distribution based upon the system of 
communities. 


Local government, dealing with the 
guestion of roads, drains, lighting, and 
the like, would be effected, as now, by a 
local government body which in Tel-Aviv 
is Jewish, in Nablus is mostly Moslem, 
while as in Haifa, they now have mixed 
municipalities working happily together, 
except that in Jerusalem it has been tem- 
porarily suspended. Immigration must 
be decided on the authority of the United 
Nations before the new Constitution has 
been brought into being, and numbers 
should be decided which would hold good 
over a series of years, subject to modifi- 
cation by the executive only on grounds 
of economic conditions. That is the plan 
that I have previously advanced in this 
House and in my evidence before the 
Anglo-American Commission. Doctor 
Magnes in Palestine has formed a Party 
advocating much the same _ proposals. 
The Anglo-American Commission’s Re- 
port has been very much on the same 
lines—no Jewish State, no Arab State, 
and no partition. 


We all knew that the Conference in 
London would be perfectly futile. Every- 
body knew from the beginning that to 
bring Jews and Arabs together in Londor 
tc. decide these matters would Icad to no 
result whatsoever. It was merely re- 
garded as an effort by the British Govern- 
ment to effect delay because it did not 
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know what to do. This very solution 
could probably be accepted by the Arab 
League. They have all this vast territory 
under their own control. It would be an 
act of magnaminity and of good grace 
to consent to a mixed Constitution of this 
kind, and it would be greatly to the ad- 
vantage of the Arab population of Pales- 
tine, who have flourished under ihe 
Mandate. They have not been oppressed 
they have not been driven out, their 
population has increased by as many as 
the Jewish population has increased, and 
they have reached a state of economic 
prosperity greater than they have ever 
known. 


People say ‘‘ Well, they all want a 
final settlement—to have something 
settled now which will last in perpetuity.’’ 
It cannot be done. They must consent 
to have a mixed Constitution for 
the time being that will grow into some- 
thing better, and a system of immigration 
that may be subject to review in later 
years as conditions alter. | Both this 
Government and the United States 
Government might accept a scheme of 
that kind if it could be based upon a 
unanimous report of the Joint Committee 
appointed by ’both of them. 


ViscouNnT HALL: The British Govern- 
ment did accept that scheme and 
endeavoured to get the Jews, the Arabs, 
and the Government of the United States 
of America to agree. 


ViscounT SAMUEL: I am delighted 
to hear it, but what has been suggested 
is still on a geographical basis, with pro- 
vincial governments. Drawing lines on 
maps to form provinces which should 
have quasi-governmental powers is not 
the same thing. You must get away 
from that idea of drawing lines on a 
map; it will not do. The provincial lines 
that were drawn in these proposals are 
exactly the matters that gave rise to the 
intense controversy, and it is not a similar 
plan to the one I have suggested. It is 
a geographical plan, and the frontiers of 
the provinces, and the powers within the 
provinces which are to be Arab or 
Jewish, is partition in a different form. 
You should abandon that and get a really 
admirable scheme. The Government came 
closer than ever to a wise scheme, but 
must cling on to the idea of constituencies 
and of separate authorities, each having 
quasi-governmental powers. If such a 
plan as I suggest were now to be adopted, 
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frankly and definitely, by the Govern- 
ment, if it were backed by the American 
Government and, above all, if it came 
forward with the immense authority of 
the United Nations, representing the 
opinion of the vast majority of mankind, 
then it might well be accepted by the 
Arab League and by the Jewish Com- 
munity in Palestine. ‘The people of 
Palestine want peace. They want peace 
now. It is only a minority of extremists 
on each side that keep the country in 
turmoil. Put forward a comprehensive 
and definite scheme of that kind and then 
the controversy might, perhaps, be 
ended; and at last the warfare of Zion 
would be accomplished and Jersusalem 


be comforted. 


4.35 p.m. 

Lorp STRABOLGI: My Lords, 1 
believe your Lordships will agree with me 
that the noble Lord, Lord Altrincham, 
has performed a great ervice to the 
House in bringing forward this Motion 
to-day. It was obviously rather overdue 
as he himself admitted. The events in 
Palestine, and what has led up to them, 
had to be discussed, and it was high time 
we had this debate. I do not stand here 
to criticize His Majesty’s Government 
in their policy of referring this dire and 
difficult problem to the United Nations, 
and if, in a few moments, I venture to 
make certaim suggestions to my noble 
friend the First Lord of the Admiralty 
I wish him to understand that I quite 
appreciate the difficulties of the Govern- 
ment, and I give them credit for trying 
to do their best in a very complicated 


situation. 


I think the noble Viscount who has 
just addressed your Lordships from the 
Liberal Benches would agree that the pic- 
ture of Palestine as presented to the 
British public through the Press, and so 
on, is an incorrect one. It is a propa- 
ganda picture. For example, while these 
events that were described by the noble 
Lord who moved the Motion were going 
on: while this tragic stream of hapless 
fugitives are trying to enter the Holy 
Land, as Viscount Samuel has described, 
the work of reconstruction in Palestine, 
the rehabilitation of the country by the 
colonists and settlers continues. In fact; 
as soon as the curfew is lifted the busy 
life begins again. There have been some 
most remarkable achievements already in 


soil reclamation, in land settlement, ane 
in the scientific use of the rich soil of 
Palestine which has suffered so much from 
centuries of neglect. 


Take, for example, the brilliant work of 
reconstruction in the area of the Dead 
Sea, to which, I think, my noble friend 
Lord Morrison has had his attention 
drawn and about which the noble 
Viscount, Lord Samuel, certainly knows; 
the remarkable work in the colony of Beth 
Haaa Rava—I apologize for my bad 
Hebrew pronunciation, but the transla- 
tion is ‘© The House in the Wilderness.” 
There land has been for centuries so im- 
pregnated with salt from the Dead Sea that 
it was considered useless; but by tapping 
the sweet waters of the Jordan be- 
fore they entered the Dead Sea, by 
piping water to this salt-saturated 
area and by washing the soil in 
sections for nine months but still leaving 
enough salt to act as a fertiliser, the most 
wonderful crops are now being grown. 
That is as remarkable a piece of reclam- 
mation of land that was considered hope- 
less as modern agricultural science can 
offer. That work has been going on 
through all these grim events—the acts of 
terrorism, reprisals, and so on, that have 
horrified everyone in your Lordships’ 


House. 


The work of settlement proceeds else- 
where in Palestine, and with tremendous 
energy the land is being prepared and re- 
covered. Manufacturing activities continue 
and the ordinary work of development 
goes on, despite the disorders. | am not 
pessimistic of the future of the Jewish 
National Home and I hope the noble Vis- 
count, Lord Samuel, is not pessimistic 
either. I hope he is not despairing. He 
knows the facts also about the people who, 
as settlers, do these things in that country 
of Palestine. They can claim the attributes 
of nationhood. There will be a National 
Home in Palestine. Nothing can delay it 
and nothing can destroy it. And I am not 
pessimistic about the future. That is why I 
have supported His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment in referring this whole matter 


to the United Nations Organization. 


Then there is another entirely false 
picture that is drawn for the British 
public. The suggestion is that there are 
00,000 or 120,000 troops, including the 
Air Forces in the country for the purpose 
of preventing the Arabs from slaughter- 
ing the Jews. That is an entirely false 
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_icture. There is no danger whatever of 
an Arab attack on the Jews. In the 
Arab rising before the Second World War, 
when Arab gunmen came over the borde 
from Syria more Arabs than Jews were 
killed. It was much more a matter of 
civil war between the Arabs and action 
against the British than against the Jews 
As the noble Viscount, Lord Samuel, and 
the noble Lord who moved the Motion 
have pointed out, Jews and Arabs, it 
given the chance, can work together and 
will work together perfectly well. I have 
in my mind a picture of the vast proces- 
sion of Jews and Arabs who were being 
evicted from those areas of Jersualem 
which are being made into a British 
Ghetto, where we are concentrating the 
business men and civil servants who are 
allowed to remain, jointly marching in 
protest against eviction from their homes. 
I have a picture of the Arab and Jewish 
trade unionists acting together in advance- 
ment of their economic position. I have 
a picture—a slightly more ‘humorous one 
perhaps—of Jewish and Arab _ citrus 
growers trying to squeeze Mr. John 
Strachey for a higher price for next 
season’s crop of oranges. The truth 
of the matter is that in the last 
twenty-five years in particular there 
has grown up a younger generation of 
Palestinian Arabs with a Western outlook. 
The noble Viscount, Lord Samuel, re- 
minded your Lordships that to-day they 
have a higher standard of living than 
they have ever known before. They 
have a higher standard of living—as a 
result of the events of the last twenty- 
five years in Palestine—than any Arabs 
in any other part of the Middle East. 


The one thing those modern. young 
Arabs, who have Westernized ideas as a 
result of their contact with the Jews and 
from seeing what the Jews are doing, do 
not desire is ever to come back under 
Arab rule. I can assure your Lordships 
—and those of your Lordships who have 
served in the country who know the 
Arabs well will know that this is so I am 
certain that my noble friend Lord Mor- 
rison from his experience knows it per- 
fectly well—that the one thing the Arabs 
in Palestine do not want is to come once 
more under the control of feudal Arab 
landlords and the Arab tax-gatherers of 
the Turkish Empire, with the corruption 
and inefficiency and general misery that 
was entailed. 
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Lorp LLOYD or DOLOBRAN: I 
wonder if the noble Lord will forgive my 
inaking this one interruption? The Arabs 
do not wish to come back under Turkish 
rule, which is a very different thing frorn 
being under Arab rule, which they never 
really had. 


Lorp STRABOLGI: The instrumenis 
of government were exercised by Arab 
feudal landlords who held positions under 
the Turks. They were the tax gatherers 
under the Turks. 1 was in Palestine for 
the first time in 1910, when it was the 
most impoverished and backward pro- 
vince of the Turkish Empire. The 
government was controlled then and 
exercised by Arab officials. The Turks 
were there as soldiers. Their job was to 
keep order and, incidentally, to prevent 
the various Christians sects from flying 
at each other’s throats in the holy places 
of Jerusalem. That was the job of the 
Turks. The actual administration and 
the extortion and tyranny that went with 
it was exercised by Arab officials. That 
is well known by the Arabs to-day, and 
they do not wish to return to that state 
of affairs. I am convinced from what 
I have seen and evidence of which has 
reached me, that if they are encouraged 
and given the chance, the masses of 
Arabs and Jews—and by those I mean 
the farmers, merchants and people gen- 
erally who are doing an honest job of 
work—will co-operate and work together. 
As the noble Viscount, Lord Samuel, has 
just reminded your Lordships, the bulk 
of the people in Palestine of both reli- 
gions are heartily sick of the chaos and 
disorder that is going on in the country. 
Above all things, they desire peace, and 
the chance of being able to go ahead 
with the reconstruction of that beautiful 
country that can be so prosperous and 
rich once more, and to do it without 
interruption. 


There is one piece of evidence which | 
will bring to your Lordships’ attention 
and which I think will not be denied by 
the noble Lord, Lord Lloyd, or by any 
others who know the military situation in 
Palestine during the past few years. That 
is the example set by the late General 
Wingate and his achievement in Palestine. 
He was the most successful soldier we 
ever had in Palestine in welding together 
into a most efficient fighting force a mixed 
Jewish and Arab Brigade. He was so 
uccessiul in getting the Jews and Arabs 
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to collaborate together, and to resist the 
then Arab terrorists, that the War Office 
became alarmed, cleared him out of Pales- 
tine, and gave orders that he was never 
to be allowed back into the country. It 
did not suit the ‘book of certain people. 
I hope that they are not in any position 
to influence His Majesty’s present ad- 
visers. It did not suit certain people that 
there should be Jewish and Arab col- 
laboration at that time. Under Wingate, 
there was Jewish and Arab collaboration 


under the most testing conditions of all— 
in the field of battle. 


What General Wingate did was this. 
He trained Jewish and Arab villagers— 
who only wanted encouragement and were 
only too glad to put an end to the 
terrorism ‘which was then going on, in this 
case by the Arabs—to fight at night. In 
those days the British Army used to con- 
trol the whole country in the day time; 
then the soldiers went back to bed and 
the control of the country passed to the 
hands of the terrorists, mostly Syrians. 
He taught his Brigade of mixed Jewish 
and Arab villagers to fight at night. They 
beat the terrorists at their own game, and 
in a matter of six to eight weeks the back 
of the revolt was ‘broken by Wingate’s 
mixed Arab and Jewish brigade. That is 
a most important example of what may 
be done by way of collaboration between 
the Jews and the Arabs. I am glad to 
ay that the memory of Wingate is very 
fresh in Palestine to-day, and has been 
a great encouragement to those who are 
working for Arab and Jewish friendship 


Palestine 


keep very quiet. Some of them have bec, 
massacred and assassinated in recent 
years, in recent months and in recent 
weeks, as my noble friend knows. Some 
have been assassinated by their own Arab 
opponents—the supporters of the Mufti. 


Lorp MORRISON: An open invitation 
was issued by the Anglo-American Com- 
mission that they were prepared to hear 
evidence from anyone who desired to give 
evidence in Washington, London, Cairo, 
and Jerusalem, and, so far as I know, 
no-one who offered to give evidence was 
turned away. 


Lorp STRABOLGI: I was careful to 
say that I did not in any way blame my 
noble friend and his colleagues; but, in 
effect, the only witnesses they saw were 
those nominated by the Arab Higher Com- 
mittee, which was very unfortunate. 1 
will give another example. I do not know 
what the explanation is—it was certainly 
extremely faulty intelligence work of the 
kind that has been complained about by 
the noble Lord, Lord Altrincham—but 
some explanation is needed of the episode 
at Lydda Airport the other day when one 
of the most notorious of the Arab gun- 
men and fanatics—Fanze el Din Kawji, 
Raschid Ali’s Lieutenant in the Iraq re- 
volt and one of the leaders of the insur- 
rection among the Arabs of Palestine prior 
to the Second World War—landed at 
Lydda Aerodrome in Palestine on his way 
from Egypt. He walked about for an 
hour or two, and then took off in the 
plane and continued his journey. And 
he has been on the wanted list of the 
Palestine Police for with 


saIuasafay 


¥ 


+. 
Nietk SLE oe 


years! Surely 


ie 


and co-operation. 


Castres net 


the tight control and the intelligence 


= 


But those people are not exactly en- 
couraged when the sort of thing to which 
I will now refer happens. I know it is 
not the fault of my noble friend Lord 
Morrison and his colleagues, but the only 
witnesses seen and heard by the Anglo- 
American Mixed Commission were those 
nominated by the Arab Higher Com- 
mittee. That meant that, in effect, they 
heard only Arab witnesses who were 
nominated by the mouthpiece of the 
Mufti, the inveterate enemy of Britain. 
I do not blame them. They probably 
were advised that if any other Arabs came 
to put a different point of view, those 
Arabs would be in danger of assassination. 
I am afraid that is perfectly true. Unless 
we are prepared to protect Arabs who take 
a different line from the Mufti, they will 


operations that go on in Palestine, some 
explanation is required other than the 
fact that he was travelling under a different 
name. | 


I am afraid that there has not been 
enough active encouragement for the sort 
of solution that has been canvassed to-day 
by the noble Viscount, Lord Samuel, and 
which I am trying to advocate along 
somewhat different lines in your Lord- 
ships’ House this afternoon. The noble 
Viscount, Lord Samuel, said that he would 
have to reject the idea of a Dominion 
solution for Palestine, because that would 
mean annexation by Britain. I suggest 
that that is not the case at all. A 
Dominion of Palestine would have to be 
asked for by the people of Palestine, and 
by a large majority. But if it were known 
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iat that solution would be acceptable to 
His Majesty’s Government (or, now, that 
it would be put before the United Nations 
Organization at the right moment by His 
Majesty’s Government), then I believe 
there would be a surprising response in 
Palestine itself from the moderate Jews 
and the moderate Arabs, who are tired of 
this disorder, and who wish to work for 
the future benefit of the whole country. 
But it must be made known; and here is 
where I have to say, with great diffi- 
dence, that I think His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment are taking up an untenable position. 


I do not think we can for long main- 
tain our position, of not saying what our 
proposals are, when this matter of 
Palestine comes before the United Nations 
Organization. We have got to come 
forward with something, with some con- 
sidered proposal. This could be the plan 
which I am trying to advocate, and. which 
I believe is perfectly feasible. The ques- 
tion of immigration will have to be 
settled. That is crucial, as the noble 
Viscount who has just addressed your 
Lordships has indicated, and as I think 
the noble Lord, Lord Altrincham, admits. 
But, after all, Mr. Ernest Bevin, in his 
diligent search for a solution, did put 
forward the proposal of 4,000 legal immi- 
‘grants a month. That adds up to 48,000 
a year, and in two years it will not be 
far short of President Truman’s 100,000. 
But the time is slipping away; we are 
getting on to the end of our second year 
as a Government. I do not think this 
position of making no proposals can be 
maintained for very long, once the whole 
matter comes officially before the United 
Nations. I very much hope that the 
advisers and officials at the Colonial 
Office, which my noble friend the First 
‘Lord of the Admiralty knows so well, and 
which he adorned for nearly two years, 
are not closing their minds to this 
-solution. 


In the debate in another place my 
right honourable friend Mr. Ernest Bevin 
indicated that there was something in the 
Dominion solution, but that it was now 
too late. It is not too late. I submit 
that the same might have been said about 
‘Canada, at the time of Canada’s terrible 
agony, which has already been referred 
to in this debate. The same could have 
been said, before it became a Dominion, 
about the Dominion that is now the 
Dominion of South Africa. There you 
Thave two examples (the Irish case is not 


Palestine 


nearly so analogous) of bitter racial strife. 
In the case of South Africa, terrible 
bitterness was felt in this country, and 
between the two races of what is now a 
very prosperous and efficient Dominion. 
In Canada there was bitter strife also be- 
tween the two communities. They were 
both solved quite satisfactorily by the 
assumption of Dominion status. It is 
not for us to grant Dominion status, but 
for us to suggest it and to explore its 
possibilities. 

The demand or the request for 
Dominion status must come from the 
Palestinians themselves, and it would be 
a unique example, I believe, of a com- 
munity voluntarily joining an Empire. I 
ask my noble friend the First Lord of the 
Admiralty who has done so much to try 
to find a solution, and those who advise 
him, to look again at this solution. I 
believe that it can be done, but it needs 
a lead; it needs authoritative support 
from His Majesty’s Government here, 
and, above all, in Palestine itself. So 
far (I am sorry to have to say this) those 
Arabs who had received favour and 
patronage have been the extremists. The 
men who have preached anti-Semitism, 
and who have resisted any co-operation, 
have been the ones to receive favour in 
the past, and those who are prepared to 
co-operate with their Jewish neighbours 
and fellow settlers, and who support 
some such solution as that suggested by 
the noble Viscount, Lord Samuel, or pro- 
posed by the Anglo-American Commis- 
sion, or suggested now (with great diffi- 
dence) by myself, have not been en- 
couraged or helped. All the evidence 
which reaches me shows a vast middle 
body of both Jews and Arabs who are 
prepared to co-operate in some form of 
unified government for the benefit of all 
the inhabitants of this historic and Holy 
Land, to which all of us owe so much 
and whose destiny will mean so much in 
the future. 


I again thank the noble Lord, Lord 
Altrincham, for bringing this matter for- 
ward. It has to be discussed, and your 
Lordships’ House is a suitable arena in 
which to discuss this vitally important and 
terrible problem. Palestine to-day is 
absorbing the energies of a vast British 
force, which we can ill spare; and, how- 
ever well our soldiers behave there—and 
I know they do—and however hard His 
Majesty’s Government try to find a solu- 
tion, inevitably the lack of a solution is 
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holding this country up to criticism 
throughout the world. It is a situation 
that cannot be allowed to go on. I sup- 
port His Majesty’s Government in the 
latest step—they have referred the matter 
to the United Nations—butI do beg of them 
to have their plan ready when the time 
inevitably comes when the other nations 
will say: “‘ After all, you have had the 
Mandate for twenty-five years: what ‘s 
your solution? You are a great Colonial 
Power, with vast experience. What do 
you propose? We know little enough 
about it, and we will be diffident about 
entangling ourselves.’’ 


I do hope, whatever else happens, that 
we will not have the eighteenth Commis- 
sion of Inquiry. My noble friend and his 
colleagues know the facts, and they have 
known them for a long time. No further 
Commission of Inquiry is necessary, but 
a plan is needed, similar to my proposal, 
which should be put forward with all the 
authority of the British Government, and 
I believe it would be supported by the 
vast majority of the law-abiding and 
peace-loving people of Palestine. 


4.59 P.M. 
Lorp HANKEY: My Lords, I had not 


intended to take part in this debate, but 
my noble friend Viscount Samuel has 
caled in question the view which the 
minority of the Mandates Commission 
took in 1939. I think I ought to do my 
best to offer some account of what hap- 
pened. I speak at a great disadvantage, 
because I have been away and have had 
no notice that this question was to be 
raised. I have not like my noble friend 
refreshed my memory on the 400 or so 
pages on those proceedings (and there 
were at least half a dozen other equally 
contentious documents before us at that 
short meeting); neither have I re-read the 
Mandate or, what is really almost as im- 
portant, the resolution of the Peace Con- 
ference which established the Mandatory 
position. I have, therefore, to rely on 
what I always feel to be an unreliable 
thing—my mernory. 


I confirm what the noble Viscount said, 
that the whole of the Commission, includ- 
ing myself, agreed that the White Paper in- 
terpretations differ from the previous 
interpretations of the Mandate Commis- 
sion. But I myself, and my French and 
Portuguese colleagues, did not consider 
that interpretation to be correct and we 
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| challenged it. From our point of view." 


was unfortunate that the Commission was 
a very small one. I forget what the total 
membership was, and J have not been 
able to refresh my memory on it. It must 
have been about ten, and there were only 
seven members present on that occasion. 
Of those seven, if my memory serves me 
correctly, three had been members for a 
long time, and they would naturally be 
reluctant to change their view. There was 
actually one other member of the Commis- 
sion present in Geneva, but we could not 
get him to the meetings because, unfortun- 
ately, he was at loggerheads with his Gov- 
ernment, which was a different one from 
that which had appointed him, and he 
would not take any part. That is the sort 
of thing which affects history. I have 
every reason to believe that if he had been 
there he would have supported our point 
of view and that there would have been 
a “‘ dead-heat.’’ That was what was re- 
ported to me at the time. However, we 
were beaten by four votes to three. I am 


not a lawyer and I cannot charge my . 


memory with the legal arguments that were 
adduced in favour of the minority view. 


I can remember, however, that the view 
which I took was that the Mandate was 
a document intended to guide and help 
the Mandatory Power, and that it could 
not possibly lay down exactly what the 
Mandatory Power was to do in every 
‘sort and kind of circumstance that might 
arise. It might be that sticking strictly 
to the letter of the Mandate in a matter 
such as immigration might ruin the inten- 
tion of the Mandate; that was quite a 
possibility. So far as my recollection 
goes—and I will stand corrected if any- 
one says I am wrong—the Mandate did 
not lay down anything about the time 
within which the policies were to be 
carried out; so it seemed to me that, if 
the circumstances demanded it, the 
Mandatory Power was entitled to take such 
action aS was prescribed in the White 
Paper, upon which I have not been able 
to refresh my memory, as slowing down 
or limiting for a time the extent and the 
rate of immigration. I may have been 
right or [ may have been wrong, but it 
seemed to me that this was a document 
which was essentially a political docu- 
ment and that its interpretation could not 
depend entirely and exclusively upon the 
previous views of a number of men, 
mostly lawyers, who were members of 
this Commission; nor that it could be 
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vutally dissociated: from the 

cumstances of the day. 
‘What were the political circumstances 

of the day? I do not require to refresh 


is proverbially paved. It was so vaguely 
worded that I do not think anybody could 
quite understand what it meant. Iam 
fortified in that view, if I may say so with 


my memory about that. It was June, 
1939, and we were hurtling to war. I 
told my colleagues that. Whether I told 
them in public session or in private, I 
do not know, but there was no doubt in 


all deference to him, by what the noble 
Viscount, Lord Samuel, said this after- 
noon. It seems to me quite clear that all 
the time there were these two things; on 
the one hand, there was the Jewish 


National Home, and, on the other hand, 
there was the necessity for the civil and 
religious rights of the Arab people to be 
protected. Those points were always in 
conflict and the position was never clearly 
defined. Therefore I feel we shall none of 
us weep at this particular funeral and 
that there is an overwhelming case for 
the abolition of the present Mandate. 


the minds of any of my colleagues that 
I was certain of that, and some of them 
had evidence to confirm it. I had no 
reason to defend the British Government. 
I had only three days’ notice to go to 
Geneva; I was entirely independent of 
them, and I did not take any instructions 
from them or have any consultations with 
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them on this point. I came to the con- 
clusion, after hearing what Mr. Malcolm 
Macdonald had to say on the subject, 
and after hearing what everybody else 
had to say, including my colleagues, that 
the fact that we were in a period of ten- 
sion, or at any rate that we were coming 
very close to a period of acute tension— 
We were in it really—must affect the policy 
of the Government, and that the British 
Government asthe Mandatory.Power, were 
bound to look at coming events. If they 
thought war was a possibility—and they 
were arming as fast as they could—they 
had to look at what the position would 
be in the Middle East. 


I asked whether they could afford to 
adopt a policy which would so affront the 
Arabs, and so pull the Arabs together, 
that when the day came they might find 
the whole of the Middle East in a blaze? 
The answer was: “ This is a purely legal 
interpretation of a legal document.’’ [| 
maintained that it was not a legal docu- 
ment but a political document, and that it 
did, in fact, leave a good deal to inter- 
pretation. Although we were beaten 
there, I felt that if the matter went to the 
League of Nations (which would have been 
the next step but for the circumstance that 
war came upon us), there was no doubt 
that it would there be considered in a very 
much more political atmosphere. I have 


never regretted the line I took, and I do 
not regret it to-day. 


5.9 p.m. 

Lorp LLOYD or DOLOBRAN: My 
Lords, I do not think that many tears 
will be shed at the funeral of the present 
Mandate. I have no doubt that the inten- 
tions of its authors were good, but un- 
fortunately they are, I think, of that par- 
ticular brand with which the road to Hel] 


and its replacement by some more realistic 
scheme in the future. Indeed, I think I 
must agree with the noble Lord, Lord 
Altrincham, that the only thing we on 
these Benches regret is that His Majesty’s 
Government should not have taken this 
action earlier. But if we do perhaps 
regret a certain sense of political unpunc- 
tuality on the part of His Majesty’s Gov- 
ernment, I for one most warmly welcome 
the steps that they have taken. I do not 
think that we should delude ourselves into 
thinking that by recognizing the imprac- 
tical nature of the existing Mandate, and 
referring the whole thing to the United 
Nations, we are going materially to ease 
our present difficulties in Palestine. 


I must confess that this is my first 
anxiety in the matter. For many years 
we have carried out to the best of our 
ability this verv difficult task in Palestine. 
At times the task has been difficult, and 
at times our task has been well-nigh im- 
possible. Our difficulties have steadily 
increased, and each month now increases 
the problem of physical destruction in 
Palestine, and the casualties extend to the 
British taxpayer. I feel very strongly 
that an early decision is absolutely vital, 
not only to the people in Palestine who, 
as the noble Viscount said, so desperately 
desire peace, but also to the officials and 
soldiers out there who for all too long 
have been working in conditions of the 
most terrible’ strain and with very little 
reward. 

I must confess that my hopes were 
raised about this particular point when I 
read of the announcement that a special 
meeting of the United Nations was to take 
place—in fact, so far as I know, it is 
taking place at this moment. But it 
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appears to me mnow-—perhaps it was 
always so, although I did not appreciate 
it—that this special meeting is only to 
set up another Commission of Investiga- 
tion. It was only last May that the Anglo- 
American Commission made their report, 
and it seems to me that the facts, only too 
well known, have not changed. To 
appoint yet another Commission at this 
stage seems to me, in the present situation, 
to be the most incredible folly. Indeed, 
I would go so far as to say that history 
will write of us that our sins in Palestine 
were not so much errors of omission as 
of Commission after Commission. When 
the well-known facts are re-discovered, so 
far as I can see, there is even then a great 
prospect of further delay. It is possible, 
I agree, that in September, the fifty 
nations of the United Nations will all, 
with one voice, agree immediately to the 
same solution; but if one can go by the 
form book—which I do on other occasions 
—-I cannot honestly conceive that anything 
but a miracle can produce such a result. 
It seems to me much more likely that there 
will be protracted discussions and that in 
the end, when a decision is reached, it 
will be a majority decision over possibly 
quite a strong minority. 


In the meantime in Palestine we shall be 
in that same position of responsibility 
without power, as we are in India to-day. 
It is a position that is as uncomfortable 
as it is undignified, and it is one which J 
do not think we should occupy a moment 
longer than is absolutely necessary. Let 
us not forget that we pay for the privilege 
of occupying that position, not only with 
the lives of British soldiers, but with the 
money of the British taxpayer. And what 
do we get in return? I think in the interim 
the most one can expect to get is possibly 
a certain amount of rather acid criticism 
from certain sections of the American 
Press—-poor compensation even by what 
we on these Benches think are the rather 
unorthodox standards of compensation be- 
lieved in by His Majesty’s Government. 
I think a fairly long delay is almost in- 
evitable, and I cannot help having the 
gravest misgivings about the effect of such 
a delay on the situation in Palestine. 


I do therefore hope that in his reply 
the noble Viscount will be able to give 
us some satisfactory and reassuring 
answers to the questions which were put 


by the noble Lord, Lord Altrincham, 


about the illegal immigration, and abot’ 
the steps that are being taken to enlist 
the co-operation of the Jewish Agency in 
stopping terrorism, Finally, I hope that 
His Majesty’s Government will take per- 
haps a slightly “‘ tougher ’’ line with the 
terrorists. I cannot help comparing the 
present treatment with the treatment 
which was meted out to the Arabs be- 
tween 1936 and 1939, in circumstances 
where I do not think terrorism was any- 
thing like as bad as it is to-day. In 
those days, villages were destroyed, 
flocks and crops were confiscated, crush- 
ing collective fines were imposed and 
there was almost continuous martial law. 
What is more, in 1938 no less than fifty 
Arabs—in fact rather more—-were con- 
demned to death. When you compare 
that with the sentences and action we 
are taking to-day, there seems to me to 
be a very great disparity. 

The time factor is a very important 
thing, but that is not my only anxiety. 
As I have already said, the existing Man- 
date is obscure and obsolete. It is ob- 
solete because it was drawn up long be- 
fore Hitler. started to paint the world 
red; indeed at a time when he was merely 
painting houses in Vienna. It is essen- 
tial that the new Trusteeship Agreement 
should not suffer from the same defects. 
In my view we must get an absolutely 
clear decision on this question of the 
Jewish State. To say, as the noble Vis- 
count, Lord Samuel, has said, that even 
if you had a large Jewish majority it 
would not be a Jewish state, seems to 
me quite honestly, from the Arab point 
of view, to make no sense at all. At 
any rate I know a good many Arabs, 
and that is not their view. They re- 
gard themselves as the rightful inhabi- 
tants of the country and they consider 
that any system which will force upon 
them immigrants, until those immigrants 
in their turn become a majority, is the 
very negation of all international moral- 
ity. Therefore, although I have the 
greatest sympathy with the Jewish people 
in all their sufferings—and I am acutely 
conscious of the urgent need of taking 
steps to find homes on the lines suggested 
by the noble Lord, Lord Altrincham, 
for all these unfortunate people—I do 
not think that we, as a nation, can stand 
up for a departure which is, in my 
opinion, and in the opinion of all Arabs, 
against all the laws of international 
morality. The test I apply is: Is it a 
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ating that we would like to happen to 


us? ‘Would we be quite happy to have 
Chinamen pumped into this country until 
they were a majority? I do not believe 
we would stand it for a minute. If we 
are not prepared to stand things, I do 
not think we can inflict them on others. 


There is one other point, and that is 
the question of immigration. The ques- 
tion of immigration is obviously bound up 
completely with the Jewish State. If you 
do not intend to have a Jewish State you 
cannot continue to have unlimited immi- 
gration. But I believe that if this whole 
question of the Jewish displaced persons 
in Europe can be tackled on separate 
lines, and we could show the Arabs that 
other nations are doing something to deal 
with this problem, then the Arabs them- 
selves would play a not inconspicuous 
part in doing their share. A _ solution 
based on these principles seems to me to 
be the only solution that we in this coun- 
try can carry out with a clear conscience. 
I hope, as suggested by the noble 
Viscount, that when the time comes His 
Majesty’s Government will stick to the 
Bevin plan, which I believe to be the 
soundest yet put up, and make a clear 
pronouncement on it. There are obvious 
difficulties as to when the announcement 
should be made. I do not feel it is for 
me to suggest to His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment the precise moment when it should 
be done. But it is true, I think, that the 
people in this country have a right to 
know what solution His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment are to adopt. For that reason it 
would perhaps be better to make an 
announcement before the meeting of the 
United Nations in September, because, if 
it is only made in September, the people 
in this country will be committed before 
they have had a chance to appreciate the 
policy that is to be adopted by His 
Majesty’s Government, Equally, I am 
quite sure that failure to put up a solution 
will leave the United Nations organization 
without any basis of discussion. I think, 
also, that it is important the United 
Nations should know where we stand, for 
it is conceivable that in certain circum- 
stances it might be impossible for us to 
carry on the Mandate. I will come to 
that in a minute 


Finally, I wouid like to ask the noble 
Viscount a few things about our position 
after the matter has been discussed by the 
United Nations. It is conceivable, as I 
have said, that some circumstances might 


arise which would make impossible the 
continuation of British control in 
Palestine. I earnestly hope that such a 
situation will not arise because I agree that 
on the whole we have tried to do the job 
well in Palestine, and on the whole— 
despite apparent failure—I believe no 
nation could have done half as well. But 
It is conceivable that circumstances might 
arise which might make the situation 
Impossible for us. For example, the 
United Nations might produce no decision. 
I do not believe, without world opinion 
behind us, that we can continue. In the 
second place, the United Nations might 
produce a decision which would be foreign 
to our ideas and for that reason we could 
not implement it. Thirdly, the decision 
of the United Nations might not be backed 
by a sufficient weight of world opinion to 
enable us to carry on with our task. It 
might well be that there would be a strong 
minority against the decision arrived at by 
the United Nations, and it might include 
one of the great Powers. In that situation 
I suggest it would be very difficult for us 


to persuade the communities to. accept 
a solution, and again it might be con- 
ceivable that we should no longer be able 
to carry out our task. 


In these circumstances I would like to 
ask the noble Viscount for his assurance 
that in the first place we are not bound 
to carry out any policy, any solution, of 
the United Nations of which this country 
cannot approve, and that, secondly, on 
giving due notice we may surrender our 
Mandate in Palestine. I have only a few 
more words to say, I believe the Bevin 
plan is sound. I hope the United Nations 
will approve of such a plan and will do 
so with such unanimity that we can 
operate it. I hope also—I am sure this 
is vital_that at the same time as they 
deal with Palestine the United Nations 
will produce some world-wide scheme for 
dealing with the Jewish problem in 
Europe. The two problems cannot be 
separated. It is no good discussing 
Palestine if you do not deal with the other 
problem at the same time. IE this is done, 
and we are enabled with real world 
backing to adopt the Bevin plan, I shall 
not be pessimistic. There may be difficult 
times but in the two years in which I 
soldiered in Palestine I have seen too 
much, both in Arab and Jewish villages, 
not to believe that co-operation in 
Palestine could happen. I believe in that 
event we could all look forward to achieve- 


aJuasafay 


e 
e 


WER 
LEE: 


“ 


iat. 


Hg 


ras 


oe 
ij RAY 


S 
Ree G 

PROSE ANS 

HAGEL CURA 


abe 


FOES 


IOI Palestine 


[Lord Lloyd of Dolobran. | 
ment of the object for which this country 
has been striving so long and at such 
heavy cost—the establishment of a free 
and independent Palestinian State. And 
thus the history of British rule in 
Palestine, which has had so many stormy 
chapters, may have the kind of ending we 


all like. 


6.27 Pom: 
Viscount SWINTON: My _ Lords, 


having as Secretary of State been for four 
years responsible for the administration 
of Palestine I should like to add my 
modest quota to this debate. Those who 
have had the closest responsibility and 
first-hand experience are perhaps those 
who hesitate most to offer a dogmatic 
solution. I think the debate has been 
well worth while, and I hope when the 
Secretary of State comes to reply I shall 
have no reason to qualify that statement. 
It has been opportune, informed, worthy 
of the gravity and the difficulty of the 
subject; and not least, in that compre 
hensive appreciation, may I say that I 
approve the last speech? I am glad to 
see that the son of one who commanded 
so much confidence in the Middle East 
and whose name was a household word 
there should be following his father’s 
footsteps. 


Many of us may differ in our view as 
to what is the right solution. It may 
well be said that a second-rate solution 
which the people of Palestine, Jew and 
Arab, would accept, is better than a first- 
rate solution which neither will accept. 
We are face to face to-day with a situa- 
tion in which no solution so far pro- 
pounded has proved acceptable; and now, 
rightly, the matter has been put to the 
United Nations. However much we may 
differ about what is the right solution, 
there is one thing in which I think we all 
agree. Itis this: throughout all the years 
of our Mandate the Civil Service in Pales- 
tine have rendered disinterested, self- 
less and loyal service, seeking only to 
serve the best interest of their country, 
both in peaceful and troublous times. The 
noble Lord said he would ‘like to rely 
on form. The Civil Administration have 
run true to form and the British Army has 
run true to form, under every possible 
provocation. When troops are shot in 


the back, bombed, assassinated—even by, 


people who have disguised themselves in 
the uniform of British troops—the hardest 
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thing is to call upon them to maintay’ 


their discipline and morale. The way in 
which the Army has borne itself under 
all this provocation, its patience and its 
understanding prove that it is indeed a 
model Force, and one of which this coun- 
try and the world may well be proud. 


To come to the main problem, there 
are just two or three things which I would 
like to say. The first is that Palestine 
itself does not afford a solution of the 
problem of Jewish immigration. I do not 
think that that can be made too clear. 
The worst friends of Jewish immigration 
into Palestine are the extremists among 
the Jews who are trying to force the 
acceptance in Palestine of every Jew, 
whether he wants to go there or not. 
Those people are the worst advocates of 
a Jewish National Home, and so long as 
the claim is made by those vocal persons 
that Palestine could and should absorb 
all the Jewish immigrants (I am sure that 
it can absorb some more) so long will any 
immigration tend to be opposed. The 
Balfour Declaration which enshrined the 
mandate set out that Palestine should be a 
home for the Jews, not—as the noble 
Viscount, Lord Samuel, has very fairly 
said—a State. It was a very carefully 
drawn and short document which put the 
matter in a single sentence. If a State 
had been meant then the word “‘ State ”’ 
would have been used. But the Declara- 
tion said ‘‘home’’ and meant home. 
And it meant a home for Jews, not a home 
for all Jews. 


The test of what immigration may be 
possible was laid down clearly in the White 
Paper of 1922 when Mr. Churchill was 
Colonial Secretary. That test was not 
challenged at the time, and it was never 
challenged in all the period that I was 
Secretary of State, nearly ten years later. 
It was the test of economic absorptive 
capacity. I am not saying that Jews and 
Arabs accepted what successive Secre- 
taries of State and High Commissioners 
judged to be the possible and right absorp- 
tive capacity. They did not; indeed, I 
do not think they ever agreed or accep‘ed. 
If they had done so the matter would 
have been made simple. But the Arabs 
generally said: ‘‘ You are letting in too 
many,’’ and the Jews always said: ‘‘ You 
are letting in too few.’’ It was always 
accepted, however, that the High Commis- 
sioner—subject to the Secretary of State— 
was to be the judge of the absorptive 
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' apacity, and that necessarily implies that 

there should be a imitation. It may mean 
—indeed it must mean—having to stop 
immigration when the absorptive capacity 
is exhausted. If I may say so, I think 
that a mistake was made in the White 
Paper of 1939. I am not saying that it 
was not right at that moment to stop, or 
certainly to limit, immigration. Alter all, 
we were always limiting the amount of 
immigration. The wrong thing was to 
set a term of finality upon it, because you 
cannot judge to-day what five or ten years 
hence may be the absorptive capacity. 


When the mandate first came into opera- 
tion, people might well have supposed 
that this barren land could absorb only a 
few thousands of people. But the im- 
mense work done by the Jews there, in 
the way of irrigation, putting in capital, 
and, generally developing some of the 
most remarkable institutions, including 
dry farming, in the world, has created an 
absorptive capacity far in excess of what 
anybody could have supposed was pos- 
sible in the early 1920’s. Therefore, I 
think it was wrong to set a final figure 
I feel that it was wrong because, obviously, 
it is a matter which might have to be 
subject to adjustment. There was a right 
and a duty to limit the immigration in 
accordance with the absorptive capacity, 
and a duty to stop it if the exhaustive 
capacity was exhausted, I have no doubt. 
I have equally no doubt—or hardly less 
doubt—that the test of this absorptive 
capacity was one that must be applied by 
the mandatory power and could not be 
subject to the permission or discretion of 
either Arab or Jew. As I have said, I 
think it was wrong to say that after a 
certain time there would not be more im- 
migration, except with Arab consent. 


If he will forgive my saying so, the 
noble Viscount, Lord Samuel, in his 
criticism, entirely overlooked the very 
material facts which the noble Lord, Lord 
Hankey, introduced into his speech—that 
you cannot look at this purely as a legal 
question, and that the situation faced in 
June, 1939, when the matter came before 
the Mandates Commission, was one in 
which, as everybody knew, we were on 
the verge of war. That terrible fact trans- 
cended any purely legal interpretation or 
conception. 


I am quite sure that the Government 
have been right to send this matter to the 
United Nations. Personally, I have an 
open mind—views do differ in degree and 
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shade in these matters—as to whether they 
should, in the first instance, have said 
what they thought to be the right solution. 
Personally, I think that the arguments in 
this connexion very nearly balance. I 
think that the matter should have gone to 
U.N.O. long ago, and I regret the delay; 
but, as I say, to my mind, the arguments 
nearly balance. We all know what these 
international bodies are. Everybody goes 
canvassing before the el ction starts, so to 
speak, and Party funds are not wanting— 
particularly if the election takes place in 
America where funds are very liberally 
at the disposal of some of the disputants. 
I should make it clear that I am speaking 
entirely of this problem, and not of 
American elections. Had a solution been 
suggested, there would have been a 
tremendous amount of canvassing, and by 
the time delegates met the issue might 


have been prejudiced. 


On the other hand, after scventeen 
years’ experience of administering this 
difficult territory, it would be open to us 
to present a sort of plat du jour with four, 
five or six dishes upon it, and say to the 
U.N.O. diners: ‘‘ Take your choice.”’ I 
hope that is not the line that the Govern- 
ment are going to take. I think they are 
entitled to say: ‘‘ If we have to play this 
hand we must have some discretion as 
to the way in which we play.’’ Whe it 
comes to the real hearing, not to some 
procedural application in chambers, which 
I gather is what the first meeting Is to be 
__and in this connexion I cannot say how 
much I agree with those who have said 
that they sincerely hope we are not going 
to have set up another commission of in- 
quiry—I hope that we shall insist on 
having it decided. And when that meet- 
ing does come, His Majesty’s Government 
must go forward and say what they 
believe is the best solution, the right solu- 
tion, and the fairest solution. Let me just 
add this. No solution has been accepted, 
and therefore it certainly is up to them to 
say what they think is best. 


I am quite sure there can be no lasting 
solution without the co-operation of Arab 
and Jew. Arabs in the past have under- 
rated the contribution which the Jews 
have made to the wealth and prosperity 
of Palestine, and the share which they 
have had in it. I do not mean merely 
that they have received liberal compensa- 
tion for their land—I am not sure that 
that was a happy business. I know the 
Jews paid enormous prices for land, some- 
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times to an absentee landlord and some- 
times to an owner occupier, but the pur- 
chase price or the compensation money 
was pretty soon “‘ blued,’’ and there was 
nothing to show for it, and the Arab was 
uncertain whether he would get alternative 
land or alternative occupation. One can- 
not deal with this on purely legal grounds. 
I am sure that in a court of law the award 
would not have been greater. But these 
people have to live together in that land, 
as they have been living together in it for 
hundreds of years. On the other hand, 
Jews have alienated Arab sympathy by 
exclusiveness. Once land had been taken 
over by the Jewish agency it could never 
be occupied again by a non-Jew. They 
carried it further and tried to insist that 
only Jews should be employed upon the 
Jewish estates. That was not wise. 


And the need for this co-operation goes 
beyond the question of land. One of the 
things of which the Jews, rather rightly, 
are proud is that they have built up a 
wonderful and an extraordinarily varied 
industry in Palestine, a far greater indus- 
try than can be absorbed by the local 
market in Palestine. This industry was 
enjoying a very considerable export trade, 
but it was an export trade primarily to 
the immediately surrounding countries— 
the Arab countries of the Middle East. 
Nothing could be more damaging to this 
industry which the Jews have created for 
Palestine than Arab hostility and an Arab 
poycott in the adjoining States. For cen- 
turies Jew and Arab have lived together 
side by side all over the Middle East, 
the Jews prospering and rendering an 
accepted and valuable service, and the 
Arabs co-operating. Palestine, where co- 
operation is most needed, is the only land 
where this co-operation is impossible. 


Various speakers have drawn on their 
xperiences, and I would like to give your 
Lordships a personal experience of my 
own when I was touring Palestine as 
Secretary of State. Even in those days, 
back in the early 1930’s, co-operation was 
very difficult. Jews were ready to meet 
me, Arabs were ready to meet me, but 
they would not meet me together. Th 
noble Viscount, Lord Samuel, told how 
he had hoped to see these boards work- 
ing. I tried to get Jew and Arab to work 
on different boards of common interest. 
+ was very difficult, and after a weary 
day (I had started very early in the 


morning) hearing Arabs complain aban 
Jews, and Jews complain about Arabs, | 
came in the early evening to Rosh Pinah, 
a little Jewish settlement above the Sea 
of Galilea, one of those little colonies 
founded forty years ago or more by Baron 
Edmond de Rothschild. As I came to 
this little place, the Jews and the Arabs 
came out together to meet me, and to- 
gether they took me into their little village 
hall, First of all, the Jewish leader made 
me a speech and then the Arab Muktah 
made me a speech and said: 

“We have been together here in good times 


and bad for thirty years, and we have always 
stuck together.’’ 


That included the years of the Arab 
trouble and the times of the Jewish 
trouble. Then he said this: 

‘‘Tf the stones of the wall hold together 
the wall stands, but if the stones fall apart 
the wall falls and much falls with it.’’ 

That night I went down to Tabca on 
the Sea of Galilea where I was to meet 
Dr. Weizmann, and Mr. Arlosoroff, whose 
death was a sad loss to the Jewish cause. 
I said to Dr. Weizmann: “‘ I have learned 
this evening what must be the solution. 
You can have more land provided the 
Arabs can work on it and you show by 
your joint settlements what the Jews 
really can do for the Arabs.’’ ‘Those were 
the terms. I said they were to have the 
Huleh Basin. But then more trouble 
came, and the Army had to go in. The 
memory of these colonies of the late Baron 
Edmond always stick in my memory. I 
thoroughly believe that is the solution, 
and that is the kind of co-operation and 
union which must appeal to the United 
Nations, who exist in order to promote 
unity of that kind. If such unity, such 
union, such co-operation, be backed by 
the whole moral force of the United 
Nations, then I believe it may still 
succeed. 


5.47 p.m. 
VISCOUNT My Lords, I am 


ure that all of you will join me in 
thanking the noble Lord, Lord 
Altrincham, for introducing this Motion, 
and you would also like me to say how 
pleased we are to see him back with us 
again. He is certainly very robust, and 
we trust he has completely recovered 
from his indisposition. I regret the 
absence of the Leader of the Opposition, 
Viscount Cranborne, from this debate, 
and particularly the circumstances which 
have caused that absence. After all, in 
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: ard to the administration of Colonial 


affairs, and particularly of Palestine, your 
Lordships’ House is very ripe in ex- 
perience, in that so many noble Lords 
have been closely associated with the 
administration of that not too easy terri- 
tory. Those of us who have had that 
experience were brought right up against 
this very problem, which is not a problem 
of the last four or five years, but is one 
of some twenty-seven to thirty years’ 
duration. Indeed, those of us who in 
that period have had the experience to 
which I have referred would have wished 
that the noble Viscount, Lord Samuel, 
whilst he was charged with the very 
responsible position of being the first High 
Commissioner (and he was a very dis- 
tinguished High Commissioner) ‘would 
have been able to effect a settlement on 
the lines which he suggested to your 
Lordships. 


I am not going into the history of the 
difficulties of Palestine. Indeed, on this 
point I am not going to enter into any of 
the controversies about interpreting cer- 
tain parts of the Mandate. But I should 
like to mention to your Lordships the ex- 
perience which I had on taking over the 
very responsible position of Colonial 
Secretary—indeed within ten days of do- 
ing so—because I was faced at once with 
this very grave and important problem. I 
met a very important deputation of the 
World Jewish Organization, which was 
then meeting in London, and I was faced 
with the Biltmore Resolutions which, as 
the noble Viscount, Lord Samuel, rightly 
said, had been accepted by the Zionist 
Organization. I must say that the attitude 
adopted by the members of the deputa- 
tion was different from anything which I 
had ever before experienced. It was not 
a request for the consideration by His 
Majesty’s Government of the decisions of 
the Conference, but a demand that His 
Majesty’s Government should do what the 
Zionist Organization desired them to do. 


When we deal with the Biltmore Resolu- 
tions, I think your Lordships should know 
exactly what they are. In the first place, 
there was a demand for the immediate ad- 
mission into Palestine of 100,000 Jews. 
But that was only to be a first instalment. 
Indeed, they talked of millions. Let it be 
said in fairness to the Zionist Organization 
itself which has talked in terms of the entry 
of millions of Jews into Palestine. There 
are other and more responsible people than 
the World Zionist Organization who have 
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Fe 


talked in such terms. In addition to the 
demand for the admission of 100,000 Jews, 
leading up to millions who were to follow, 
there was the demand for an immediate 
declaration by His Majesty’s Government 
that Palestine should become a Jewish 
Stat 


I cannot balance on a tightrope in de- 
scribing what is to be a Jewish State. 
The noble Viscount, Lord Samuel, re- 
ferred to the fact that, if there were a 
majority of Jews in Palestine at any time, 
that would not make Palestine a Jewish 
State; nor, indeed, if there were a 
majority of Arabs—as there are at the 
present time—would that make it an 
Arab State. It is a question as to the 
power to be given into the hands of the 
persons who will elect the administrative 
body or organization. We hope— 
whether Palestine becomes an Arab State 
or a Jewish State—that whatever system 
of administration is adopted in Palestine 
it will be a democratic State. And if 
adult suffrage is given to the people of 
that State, then it must mean that the 
majority of those who are responsible in 
Palestine, be they Jew or Arab, must 
have the power to control; and, not only 
control, but in many cases dominate, the 
lives of the minority. That is the great 
problem of Palestine at the present time. 
The Jews are anxious that immigration 
shall increase, that there should be no 
limit; and the Arabs are equally deter- 
mined, on the other hand, to ensure, that 
so far as possible, they will prevent 
Jewish immigration under any circum- 
stances. 


There is the difficulty. The matter 
is so important, that I am afraid I can- 
not agree with the noble Viscount, Lord 
Samuel, in his interpretation of the 
Mandate. I thought the noble Lord, 
Lord Hankey, properly dealt with the 
position. I would like to ask the noble 
Viscount because he himself referred to 
the fact of illegal immigration, although 
he could not regard it as illegal immigra- 
tion: does he mean that he supports the 
method of immigration into Palestine, 
under the ‘conditions under which immi- 
gration is going on at the present time, 
which is in my opinion a complete viola- 
tion of the Mandate—and indeed a viola- 
tion of the laws of Palestine, for which 
His Majesty’s Government have some re- 
sponsibility? Immigration should be 
regulated, as the noble Viscount, Lord 
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Swinton, rightly said, in accordance with 
the absorptive capacity. 


It is true that the Jewish Agency wish 
to co-operate with the administration in 
connexion with the degree of immigration. 
indeed, if there were any legal flaw in 
the Mandate, the Jewish Agency would 
be the body that would be quick to dis- 
cover it. The Jewish Agency have co- 
operated with the Mandatory Power in 
agreeing to the distribution of the certifi- 
cates under the terms laid down by the 
Mandate, which is—if I may say so with 
due respect—an indication that the 
argument of the noble Viscount, Lord 
Samuel, is not the true interpretation of 
what the Mandate means. Indeed it will 
be remembered that the Peel Commission 
fixed—or at least recommended—that the 
number of immigrants should not exceed 
J,000 a month or 12,000 a year. That has 
not been questioned. Indeed, notwith- 
standing what might be said with regard 
to the Mandates Commission, to whom the 
White Paper of 1939 was referred, no 
member of the Mandates Commission, so 
far as I know, questioned the legality of 
the amount of immigration which was 
fixed even under the White Paper. 


Viscount SAMUEL: If I may interrupt 
the noble Viscount for a moment, I never 
suggested that regulation of immigration 
into Palestine is illegal. Of course it is 
legal. What I suggested was that to draw 
a line and say that after a certain date 
there shall be no immigration might be 
held to be contrary to the Mandate, its 
spirit and even its letter. 


Viscount HALL: I understood—and I 
am within the hearing of your Lordships 
—_that the noble Viscount said he could not 
describe any immigration into Palestine as 
illegal. 


Viscount SAMUEL: No, I did not say 
that. If I said that, I must have made 
myself badly misunderstood. It must 
have been my own fault. My whole 
argument was against the White Paper of 
939—the particular provision that after 
five years there shall be no more immi- 
gration, That, I suggested, could not be 
regarded as within the Mandate; and 
therefore, in saying now that they must 
go to the United Nations to have the future 
of Palestine determined because they have 
not got power to decide anything them- 
selves contrary to the Mandate, the 


Government were thereby condemning nov 
their own present action in fixing this 
or that number but the action taken by 
Mr. Malcolm (Macdonald and the Govern- 
ment of that day. 


Viscount HALL: I think the noble 
Viscount himself referred to the numbers 
which are allowed into Palestine at the 
present time 


Viscount SAMUEL: I did not say it 


was illegal to fix a number; I suggested 
the number was insufficient. 


Viscount HALL: The noble Viscount 
did question the number to the extent that 
he said he could not regard any immigra- 
tion into Palestine as illegal. 


Viscount SAMUEL: No, I really did 
not say that. It is impossible for me 
to say that any restriction of immigration 
into Palestine is illegal, because for five 
years I have applied that law myself. 
I am sorry if I misled the noble Viscount, 
but my observations with regard to 
illegality were solely directed to the pro- 
hibition imposed by the White Paper of 
I939, which is the origin of the present 
trouble. 


Viscount HALL: Does the noble 
Viscount regard the fixing of the present 
rate of immigration as being legal? 


Viscount SAMUEL: Yes, it is within 
rights to fix a figure. I thought myself 
that the figure was much too low, but I 
did not say it was illegal to fix that figure. 
1 should like to see a certain number per 
month, and you, within your discretion, 


have fixed another number 


Viscount HALL: If the noble Viscount 
agrees that the Government, or the ad- 
ministration of Palestine, are quite en- 
titled to fix the numbers which have been 
fixed, I really cannot understand the 
noble Viscount’s argument with regard to 
illegal immigration, because the one 
followed the other. I want to assure the 
noble Viscount that I would not know- 
ingly endeavour to misconstrue anything 
he said. Iam very pleased he has made 
the admission which he has made, but 
I do not know whether he is now of the 
opinion that immigration into Palestine 
ought to be continued in, the conditions in 
which it is being continued+ because that 
is the test. I agree with everything the 
noble Lord, Lord Altrincham, has said 
in connexion with it. The method adopted 
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hy those who are responsible for illegal 
‘Immigration at the present time is such 
that it is criminal: three persons to every 
gross registered ton of shipping; 1,200 
persons on a ship of 400 tons gross weight. 


I am pleased the noble Lord, Lord 
Altrincham, referred to the work which 
has been done by the Royal Navy. In- 
deed, had it not been for the work done 
by the Royal Navy many of the ships 
which have left various ports—and the 
ports are not only the French and Italian 
ports—would never have reached their 
destination. Had it not been for the fact 
that they were towed in by the Royal 
Navy, several ships with thousands of 
these poor deluded people aboard would 
have been lost. I do want to utter this 
warning: that one day, and perhaps 
soon, one of those ships will be lost at sea. 
His Majesty’s Government will not take 
any responsibility for the lives which wiil 
be sacrificed should such a disaster occur. 
I think that ought to be made quite clear. 
{ am pleased that the attitude of His 
Majesty’s Government in dealing with 


this problem has been criticised only to | 


the extent of a slight reference to delay. 
I think it is agreed that bringing the 
Government of the United States of 
America into consultation was the right 
thing to do 


I thoroughly enjoyed the speech of the 
noble Lord, Lord Lloyd. I had the 
pleasure on a previous occasion of refer- 
ring to the fact that during my period at 
the Colonial Office I was very happy in 
the choice of my chief, the First Lord 
Lioyd, although I did not regard it as a 
happy choice when I was offered the 
appointment. However, I quickly 
learned to respect his ability, his drive, 
his vision and his knowledge. I had a 
very happy nine months. Unfortunately 
they were the last nine months of his life, 
but I shall never forget that association 
with him. I, too, am pleased that the 
noble Lord, Lord Lloyd, is following in 
the footsteps of a very great man. 


The Government’s plan for dealing with 
this matter was the correct one. America 
was brought in and a Committee of 
Inquiry was set up. Here I would like to 
pay a tribute to my noble friend, 
Lord Morrison, who was a_ valuable 
member of that Committee. The Com- 
mittee’s conclusions were not as clear as 
they might have been, but we were able, 
after some delay, again to induce the 
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Government of the United States of 
America to come along and consider the 
full implications of the Report. ‘What is 
more important, we reached an agree- 
ment, not with the American Govern- 
ment, unfortunately, but with the 
American representatives who sat upon 
that Committee, and, indeed, that agree- 
ment is the basis of the Bevin Plan with 
which I am pleased to hear so many of 
your Lordships agree. 


There is one other point I would like 
to make in regard to the Conference. That 
Conference was taken very largely by the 
Foreign Secretary, and it was taken by him 
for the reason that it was impossible to 
induce any of the Jewish representatives 
to attend, or, indeed any representatives of 
the Arabs in Palestine. I do not in any 
way desire to cast any reflection upon my 
Jewish friends but the difficulty in dealing 
with Palestine is to know which of the or- 
ganizations is the right and proper organ- 
ization with which to deal. First of all, 
there is the Jewish Agency, and after the 
Jewish Agency you have the World 
Zionist Organization, which itself has a 
Central Council. You then have several 
other organizations, but with the exception 
of the Jewish Agency all the organizations 
represent almost the same people. There 
is the difficulty. I remember the Foreign 
Secretary and myself coming to an agree- 
ment with one of the representatives of 
two or three of those organizations. We 
could not get that agreement to be im- 
plemented because it was turned down by 
another organization. 


I would again like to make this point 
quite clear, because several suggestions 
have been made as to plans for the settle- 
ment of this dispute. Arabs and Jews were 
invited to participate in this Conference 
without in any way committing themselves 
to the plan which His Majesty’s Gov- 
ernment said it would support. They were 
invited to place before the Conference any 
plan they wished. The Jews could have 
put forward their plan for partition for a 


Jewish State or for anything they liked, in - 


exactly the same way as the Arabs from 
the Arab States who came along. That 
was the reason why Mr. Bevin had to 
spend so much of his time there; the Arab 
States were outside the administrative 
functions of the Colonial Office. 


I wish the critics of the Government's 
policy-—and here I am referring to all Gov- 
ernments, I care not of what Party—would 
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give some little thought to what has been | 


done during the time that His Majesty’s 
Government have held the Mandate. Let 
it be remembered that His Majesty’s Gov- 
ernment did not ask for the Mandate; they 
had to take it because no other nation was 
prepared to receive it. It was offered to 
the United States. When the Mandate was 
taken over by His Majesty’s Government, 
the Jewish population of Palestine was 
between 80,000 and go,000 or about one- 
seventh or one-eighth of the total popula- 
tion. 


‘What is it at the present time? At 
the present time it is nearly 700,000, and 
the major portion of that number—be- 
tween 400,000 and 450,000—is made up of 
immigrants. Are any of your Lordships 
of the opinion that the Arabs themselves 
would have allowed 450,000 Jewish 
immigrants into Palestine? I wish those 
who, not only in this country but in other 
parts of the world, are criticising the 
Government would just say a word of 
appreciation for what has been done. 
Immigration, after all, is the crux of the 
problem—and it is the crux of the prob- 
lem because this is a fight for power. Let 
there be no mistake about that at all. 
The Jews know what it means, and so do 
the Arabs, with the result that the problem 
has ‘become such that at the moment it 
seems insoluble. Mr. Bevin, the Foreign 
Secretary, rightly said that, notwithstand- 
ing the fact that it is now agreed that the 
problem should be submitted to the 
United Nations, he would not give up any 
prospect of a settlement if it were possible. 


Several noble Lords have referred to 
the fact that we want the closest possible 
co-operation between Jew and Arab. The 
noble Lord, Lord Strabolgi, made a very 
important point in regard to it. We all 
want that; we all desire it. But we also 
want those moderate Jews and Arabs to 
assert themselves—and to assert them- 
selves not only in Palestine. I shall have 
something to say later about the responsi- 
bility of persons outside Palestine, with- 
out whose financial assistance Palestine 
would not be in the condition in which 
it is at the present time. There are open 
advertisements in the newspapers of the 
United States of America inviting sub- 
scriptions, and indeed they are receiving 
those subscriptions. A report I saw quite 
recently indicates that already this 
year a sum between $25,000,000 and 


$30,000,000 has been received. Wha’ 


for? For the purpose of encouraging” 


illegal immigration, for buying ships and 
indeed for something more than that—for 
buying guns. They are openly advocating 
the supporting of the terrorists who are 
shooting down British soldiers, who are 
as innocent as any other peace-loving 
persons in Palestine. 


The noble Lord, Lord Altrincham, 
asked if I could indicate what co-operation 
had been received from the Jewish 
Agency. I must say that during the last 
five or six months the Jewish Agency 
have been much more co-operative than 
they previously were; they have de- 
nounced terrorism and they have taken 
further steps. It can be said that some 
of the organizations associated with the 
Jewish Agency have rendered some assist- 
ance, but the trouble is that that assist- 
ance is such that it has to be rendered in 
a way in which they themselves desire. 
Some co-operation has been received from 
the Jewish Agency, but it still has a very 
large armed force which could do very 
much more. 


Lorp STRABOLGI: What does the 
noble Viscount mean by ‘‘ armed 
force ’’? 


ViscounT HALL: The Hagana. 


Lorp STRABOLGI: That has been 
legalized. 


ViscounT HALL: I said that they had 
a very large armed force. I did not sug- 
gest it was illegal, although I am not sure 
that the noble Lord is quite correct about 
that. Anyhow, I will not question it. But 
if it has been legalized, then it should be 
used. It is a very large force, and a force 
consisting of the Jews themselves, who 
could, if they so desired, render very 
valuable service in disclosing who many 
of the terrorists are, because at one time 
there was a close association between some 
members of the Hagana and these terrorist 
organizations. 


Then the noble Lord, Lord Altrincham, 
asked me about the intelligence service. 
We have an intelligence service which is, 
in our opinion, doing very useful work, 
but, as he knows as a result of his long 
administrative experience, it is impossible 
to disclose what the work of the organiza- 
tion is. The difficulty in Palestine is that 
there are people who dress in all kinds of 
clothes and who seem to be integrated into 
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Ale population. The Jewish population 
themselves will not give the information 
which the population of other civilized 
countries will give against the law breaker. 
They do not fully realize the harm the 
terrorists are doing to their cause, because 
otherwise they would be very much more 
forthcoming than they are at the present 
time. 

The noble Lord also asked about the 
humber of Jews amongst the depressed 
or dispossessed classes. I am afraid it 
is almost impossible ito give anything 
like accurate numbers, but from infor. 
mation which I have been able to obtain 
the number would be from one-sixth. to 
one-seventh of the total. That is the 
total number of dispossessed persons. I 
have seen several figures, and one figure 
was 142,000 out of about 1,040,000. 
Other figures I have seen give the num- 
ber as about 200,000. The difficulty has 
been not only the dispossessed persons 
from Germany itself, but the fact that 
quite a number of persons have been 
brought from the satellite states into 
Italy, Austria and Germany. While a 
certain number have been dealt with, 
others have come in and have taken their 
place. 

The noble Lord also asked as to wha. 
the position is likely to be when the 
functions of U.N.R.R.A. cease at the end 
of June. His Majesty’s Government, to- 
gether with the Government of the United 
States of America, have been fully seized 
of the difficulties which are likely to arise. 
There are fitteen nations who have come 
together with a view to undertaking the 
responsibility of dealing with this prob- 
lem. I would like to assure the noble 
Lord that more than two, Great Britain 
and New Zealand, have paid contribu- 
tions; but not all have paid their con- 
tributions. Indeed, the time has come 
when I think it has o be recognized that 
if international organizations are to be 
set up, nations must realize their full 
financial responsibility to those organ- 
izations. I have had some little to do 
with the setting up of the inter-Govern- 
mental Committee on Refugees, Great 
Britain and the United Staes of America 
started off by making a substantial con- 
tribution the first year and the secon? 
year. No one else paid any contribu- 
tions for that period, and it is said: 
“Why does not Britain do this? ” 
Britain can always do it, and while 
Britain leads in matters of this kind-- 
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and we will not take second place. to 
any nation in the world—the responsi- 
bility for dealing with these problems 
must be shared by other nations, not only 
in attending conferences, but in finding 
the finance which is necessary for that 
purpose. 

The noble Lord referred to the scheme in 
Brazil. Here is a drive by private enter- 
prise, and here is a problem for private 
enterprise. I would that he, or some- 
one like him, could suggest a person who 
would undertake to deal with this prob- 
lem. What a triumph for private enter- 
prise that would be! But I am afraid it 
will be the British Government who will 
have more to do with that than any other 
nation. I was asked as to what Britain 
has done with regard to the intake of some 
of those unfortunate persons from Ger- 
many. Well, we have taken in 70,000 


Lorp ALTRINCHAM: Since the war? 


‘Viscount HALL: Not since the war, 
because of the difficulty of getting them 
out. I think the 70,000 would cover a 
period from about 1934. 


Lorp ALTRINCHAM: How many 
since the war? 


Viscount HALL: I could not tell you. 
I saw a figure contained in a report—and 
I do not want to be tied too Closely to this 
—which stated that the number of Jews 
in this country was 350,000, and 50,000 of 
those are refugees. The latest figures I 
have had shows the 70,000 and covers the 
period to which I have referred. 


Then the noble Lord asked what had 
been done with regard to bringing in re- 
latives of Jews who have already settled 
in this country. The Home Secretary 
made an announcement in another place 
some time ago, in which he referred to the 
fact that where there were close relatives 
it would be possible for them to be brought 
into this country. I understand that a 
considerable number have already been 
brought in, and I have no doubt that the 
noble Lord has seen that we are beginning 
to bring in quite a number of persons from 
Central Europe into this country. A start 
was made about a fortnight ago, and I 
understand that that is going to continue 
for some time. 


I think I can dispose of most of the 
other questions, or some of them, by re- 
ferring to the position with regard to the 
reference to U.N.O. In accordance with 
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the decision to refer the Palestine question 
to the United Nations, His Majesty’s 
Government requested the Secretary- 
General on April 2, 1947, to place the 
Palestine Issue on the Agenda of the 
General Assembly at the next Regular 
Session. They would then invite the 
Assembly to make recommendations, 
under Article ro of the Charter, concerning 
the future Government of Palestine. In 
the same communication, His Majesty’s 
Government drew the attention of the 
Secretary-General to the desirability of 
an early settlement in Palestine, and to the 
tisk that the General Assembly might not 
be able to decide upon its recommendations 
at the regular 1947 Session unless some 
preliminary study of the question had been 
made under the auspices of the United 
Nations. They therefore asked that a 
special Session of the Assembly should be 
convened as soon as possible for the pur- 
pose of constituting and instructing a 
special Committee of the Assembly to 
prepare the question for the consideration 
of the Regular September Assembly. 
This proposal for a special Session was 
approved by a majority of the member 
States, and the Secretary-General has con- 
vened it for next Monday, April 28. 


I think it can be said that the Secretary- 
General has acted with expedition in con- 
nexion with this matter. The British 
representative at the session will be Sir 
Alexander Cadogan who, since taking up 
his duty with United Nations, has repre- 
sented the British case when called upon 
to do so with the clarity, vigour and 
courtesy, which was expected of him. He 
will be’ assisted by advisers from the 
Foreign Office and from the Colonial 
Office. It is expected that at the Special 
Session the General Assembly will confine 
itself to appointing a Fact-Finding Com- 
mittee which can study the problem and 
make a report to the Regular General 
Assembly in September. His Majesty’s 
Government earnestly hope that some 
final solution of the problem in Palestine 
will be arrived at in the course of the 
September Assembly. 


I want to assure noble Lords that His 
Majesty’s Government are quite aware of 
the need for speed in connexion with this 
matter. An aspect of the Government’s 
policy which has been criticized in some 
places is the decision to go before the 
United Nations without making any 
recommendation to them. But, after all, 
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the number of possible solutions fo 
Palestine is limited, and the Assembly 
will be familiar with them at least in their 
broad principles. We do not wish to 
narrow down the Assembly’s discussions 
to arguments for or against particular pro- 
posals put forward by His Majesty’s Gov- 
ernment, nor do we think there is any 
advantage, from the clearly British point 
of view, in submitting proposals to the 
General Assembly. ‘We do not think an 
attempt should be made to determine the 
choice between the various possible settle- 
ments by a consideration of British 
interests; and so far as Arab and Jewish 
interests are concerned we think that the 
United ‘Nations should ‘be free to choose 
between them or to frame whatever plans 
they deem most just and reasonable, Our 
interest in the matter is that there should 
be a settlement which will contribute to 
peace and stability in the Middle East and 
which will enable the inhabitants in 
Palestine to look forward to a brighter and 
less troubled future. 


Lorp STRABOLGI: May I ask the 
noble Viscount a question about the fact 
finding Commission? I do not expect him 
to answer it if it is not convenient. This 
fact finding Commission is to report. It 
is not proposed surely that it should go 
to Palestine and take evidence. It will 
surely examine the written evidence which 
exists in such abundance. Secondly, 
having done that, is it proposed it should 
put forward proposals or just generally 
report? 


ViscounT HALL: I should think, hav- 
ing some experience of conferences, that 
it would be largely for the Conference 
to decide. First of all, has to decide 
whether a fact finding Committee would 
be appointed, and, if so, then possibly it 
could lay down its terms of reference. 
I cannot imaginea Committee of this kind 
not asking for certain information from 
His Majesty’s Government which I have 
no doubt His Majesty’s Government 
would readily render if invited to do so. 
Before I conclude I should like to say 
something about the present situation in 
Palestine. The noble Lord, Lord 
Altrincham, asked what co-operation 
against the terrorists the Palestine 
administration has. received. We can 
pass that over. As was expected, there 
have been further outrages following the 
execution of four Jewish terrorists on 
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( “dl 15, notwithstanding the most strin- 
geht security precautions enforced by the 
civil and military authorities. These 


Precautions have necessarily reduced the: 


scope of normal Government activity, but 
in many districts there has been little 
interference with the activities of Govern- 
ment Departments and at no time has the 
civilian administration ceased to function. 
All practical measures will continue to be 
taken to safeguard life and property. 


In answering a question before the 
debate took place I have already given 
the numbers 
Police and civilians killed by terrorists 
since August, 1945. I would like to ex- 
press on my own behalf and, I am sure, 
on behalf of your Lordships’ House, our 
abhorence—shared I know by everyone 
in this country—at this appalling loss of 
life of innocent men murdered in the 
course of duty when carrying out a policy 
of administration which, after all, has 
brought considerable benefit to the people 
of Palestine. But for British help the 
number of Jews there would be far fewer 
than they are at present. Indeed 
I might go so far as to say that there 
would be little semblance of a Jewish 
National Home in Palestine to-day had 
it not been for Britain. There can be 
few instances in history .in which less 
appreciation of help received has 
been shown by some branches of 
Jewry, or indeed in which acts of terrorism 
have been perpetrated on those very 
persons whose endeavour has been to hold 
the balance evenly between conflicting 
claims and to carry out responsibilities 
under an _ international instrument 
approved by the majority of the nations 
of the world. The terrorists in Palestine 
are not alone in bearing heavy responsi- 
bility for these murders. Those who by 
their action and finance support the 
terrorists are equally culpable for the 
wicked, loss of British lives, Only this 
very morning we read in our newspapers 
of another outrage as dastardly and 
criminal as any which has blackened the 
worst records of terrorism. 


There can, however, as your Lordships 
know, be no real solution of the problem 
of terrorism in Palestine until a political 
decision has been taken on the future of 
that country. That decision now rests 
with the United Nations and, as I have 
said, the Government are doing every- 
thing in their power to expedite considera- 
tion of the problem. Pending the political 
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of British Servicemen, 


Palestine 


decision it is the duty of the Palestine 
and they are striving to carry out their 
duty in circumstances of such difficulty ‘as 
tarely if ever have confronted - ‘the 
administration of any country. It should 
be made fully clear that any attempt in 
the meantime to change the status quo by 
resort to -violence ‘is’ a. direct affront to 
the United Nations. Whatéver the out- 
come of the discussions of the United 
Nations, I have no hesitation in affirming 
that this country has already rendered 
considerable and impartial service. to :the 
inhabitants of Palestine, Arab. and Jew 
alike, which deserves the highest praise. 
In conclusion, I should like to pay a 
tribute especially to noble Lords of the 
Opposition for their helpful attitude, not 
only throughout this debate but during 
the last eighteen months or two years, 
in which no consideration of Party 
advantage has been permitted to intrude 
into discussions which have at all times 
been maintained at the high level of 
statesmanship customarily associated with 
this House. 


Lorp LLOYD or DOLOBRAN: If the 
noble Lord will forgive me, I have just 
one question. No statement was made 
upon it in another place, and I did men- 
tion it in my speech this afternoon. It is 
the question as to whether or not this 
country will be free to take such action 
as it chooses, in the event of a decision 
being taken by the United Nations which 
we could not carry out because we dis- 
approved of it. 


Viscount HALL: I cannot imagine 
His Majesty’s Government carrying out a 
policy of which it does not approve. In 
the terms of a well known Parliamentarian 
I would advise the noble Lord to ‘‘ Wait 
and see.’’ | 


Lorp ALTRINCHAM: At this late 
hour I do not propose to offer any com- 
ment on the noble Viscount’s reply except 
to thank him for its fullness. We were 
most grateful for the information he gave 


| us. There is only one point to which I 


would like to refer. The Home Secretary 
made a statement about the reception of 
Jewish relatives into this country. I 
understand there. are still considerable 
difficulties. I would be grateful if His 
Majesty’s Government would look into 
that matter and see if certain unnecessary 
hardships are not still being inflicted. 
Apart from that, once again I thank 
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[Lord Altrincham. | 
him for the fullness of his reply, and I’. 
congratulate him and His Majesty’s | 
Government on the tone and spirit of that . 
reply. I would also like to express my 
acknowledgments to the noble Viscount 
for his kind references to me personally. 
I now beg leave to withdraw my Motion. | 


Motion for Papers, by leave, with- 
drawn. 


aduasafay 


ca | 
c~1 
~o 
< 
r 
@ | 
= 
=f 
© 
bs | 
~4 
= 
m 
73 
c 
oo 
r” 
oO 
x 
m™ 
OQ 
o 
4 
o 
© 
be | 
ba | 
OQ 
m 
r 
© 
zz 
= 


i 


ee df | 


erg gy rect Has 


IN THIS MAR 


aduasafay 


re 


Z 
i 
- 
F 
ra 
= 
Lil 
m 
O 
F 
O 
Z 
T 
- 
O 
Z 


NOONOT ‘391440 08909983 917ANd 3HL 40 LHD IBAdOD 


MM 
Date 


Ua eked 


BRET, 


COPYRIGHT OF THE PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE, LONDON 


Reference: 


ce 
st 


in repl 
sect” 
S 

ise 


stated 
carryin 
In ynee 


§ 


tentions of His Ma 
ould adv 


t 


DEPARTMENTAL NO, 2, 
rove, 
Iw 


s Governmen 


Representative to the 


¢ 


NeW YORK NO,1241, 
it disapproved 


ecom 
United Nations) 
in 
ich 
Majesty 


l 25rd Viscount Hall 
ic 


it does not app 
Parliamentarian 


D. 9.20 p.m, 24th April 1947, 
TL 


p 


estion about the 


to a qu 


of which 
ble Lord to ‘wait and see'," 


In course of debate on Palestine in the 
gine His 


House of Lords on A 


policy 
erms of a Well known 


rt 
g 
9 
= 
S 
Et 
C5 
op 
< 
© 
E- 
ea 
tC) 
t 
Fe 
>) 
cS 
z 
© 
fr, 
a 
© 
rG 
fr, 


(To Permanent United Kin 
Government in the event of the United Nation 


taking a decision of wh 


24th April 1947, 
"T cannot ima 


EN CLAIR, 
IMPORTANT, 
out a 

t 

the no 


Registry a eat cd We Lif 
setulae ; | wd AY é cnt aoe ¥ th Ahab CAE fC 
. ol ap hopoalle. sereited 4, lrripdl we 


pole LOL, IK ‘a Ys AGRE 7d Aoee | fe A 
vpn Kegel of cwrof ox ; ary t Ap Pep tar 


Lp of 
hh 
hee p Ate a influ lal oA Kk oar, Lertougf 
Received , 


in Registry : | a | eos a CU Pi te Lf fs tat . f ed # fi hb eae oak 
a a | SARK An, Lf Annoncs i 


One een, ae re 


Last Paper. (Minutes.) 
PQI7k 


References. 


saouasafey |-. 


nena SS TOTES PP AIS OCTET OTE TL 


(Print.) 


(How disposed of.) 


Q 
°o 
mJ 
< 
xz 
@ 
=x 
=~ 
© 
bas | 
~ 
= 
rm 
ed 
e 
@ 
r 
ie) 
rd 
m 
© A 
© 
x | 
°o 
© 
ww" 
ba | 
© 
- 
[ sant 
© 
=z 
=z 


(Action (I 
complete :) 


Next rm 


2746/ eT 


answered 25 APR (947. 
REPLY vay TACHED. 


ae 


EASTERN 
9 ° AK wae Se ee 


. Parliamentary Question 


ee eee “Tite Matactyte © a kat are the total British: c Ities 
* hshane -— To ask His Majesty’s Government, what are the total British easual 
; ioe ae orate by terrorists.in Palestine: how many terrorists have been apprehended and tried ; 
| and what-sentences, have, been, inflicted upon theme. yes yx 2 | 
ere ope eee Bo oe Ce eS oe ae ae ne wah ~~ Res -\ | 


” 


F.Q, ARE NOT ASKED TO ADVISE. 


“ ARE NOT ASKED TO ADVISE. 


. 


y >? 


\ 


saduasafay 


Q 
°o 
be * | 
=< 
J 
@ 
=x 
~ 
°o 
bs a | 
~ 
= 
m 
. % 
= 
ao 
rT 
o 
xo | 
m 
Q 
°o 
2 
oe 
i=] 
bs a | 
be) | 
© 
m 
rT 
eo 
= 
r 4 


Pear wets 


‘ ie ; oe E " Hi : "4 » M 
Te eee! sas EG goa ARUN RMo a cea 


RECEIVED IN 0.8. 


¥ 


convicted by military courts for offences 
TERRORISM IN PALESTINE. in connexion with terrorist activities. The 


p.m majority of these were sentenced to terms 


3:3 

Lorp BROUGHSHANE: My Lords, I of imprisonment, but twenty-eight were 
beg to ask the question standing in my sentenced to death, of whom four were 
name. executed on April 16. Twenty-one per- 
sons have had their sentences commuted 
to life imprisonment, and two persons are 
at present lying under sentence of death. 


SENT TO DEPT, 


DUT 20. tm em ence nal 


[The question was as follows: 
To ask His Majesty’s Government, 
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what are the total British casualties : 
caused iby terrorists in Palestine: how Lorp BROUGHSHANE: Can _ the 
many terrorists have been apprehended noble Viscount explain a situation in 
and tried; and what sentences have which two persons under sentence of 
been inflicted upon them? | death were enabled to take explosives into 


their cells and to commit suicide imme- 
eee, eT Oe ake diately before they ‘were due for execu- 
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ADMIRALTY (Viscounr Hatt): My 
Lords, throughout the war years terrorism 
in Palestine was, I am glad to say, on a Viscount HALL: The information I 
aa mee ae few casualties were have received is that the explosives were 
caused. Since August I, 1945, however, ou ; Saat i 
the following British eee have been taken into the cells = OE ae i- 
caused by Jewish terrorists: sides were sucxed out and I understand 
= Ne the explosives were then inserted. 


illed Wounded (including 
assaulted) Lorp BROUGHSHANE: I presume 


Pole Pe a "a6 that precautions against the supply of 

Civilians ... 15 us fruits to condemned persons, except under 

During the same period 168 Jews were eal or inspection, will be taken 1n 
uture. 


tion ? 


NWOONOT ‘391430 090938 9170Md 3HL 40 LHD IYAdOD 


7 u (Ce f if CA / a (i) ha ( | 


wa erly ayo 
e20M Van ket 


vo. tl L Joed 


Dated 


Recetwwed 
in Registry 


0 KOAL 


af fy A ag 
Zt (hy Vip 7 


Last Paper. (Minutes.) 


sas Gg 


References. 


op dati 
’ met id Hohlecd 

(Print.) 6) hea bea. ¥. fos im d) 
" Mdbloa- Pooftnb / 
i hrbac! forton / 


dl saouasafay |. 


NOGNOT ‘391440 0890038 91TANd 3HL 40 LHDIBAdOD 


12 Ae 
fr Ary. 5° 


| 
/ | “ “(weg) 
Z ; ral | dend Te Ha s/sh rayer im Qe 
Ay ‘ he au spine Drewes vie hy [oe an 


beth 


we ect 
mpleted.) 


Next Paper. 5) ho “si if “ of) ys 
7w7 % | 32003 ¥.0.P dp, , MY j 
rane 


reaskry 


ot 


REV. ARTHUR M. Woop 
CAZEN aaa 
NEW YORK 
Premier Atles, 


London. 
Eine land: - 


a wei éxdly note witn a 

a little suggesticn. IT am not’a-7éw, nor do 

i have very much interest in any cf tnem. lhus the 
followins sugeesticn.. Kiost likely; you have for- 
POULer SL. aocut zr tnet * dad said to Abram, 
a ate hot maxe any difference 

iO ae: Se 3 c | s une: Lererruce, tb it may 
tc SNe BNe43 we ACN s wis 


RO ew wee ey, 


ci 


All thru-out the history k, tnat wre 
sny netilon mistreats toe Jew, wae Wrath of 
God coming down on them. 

Have you thought tne oresent trouble tnaet E..gland 
is passins thru is beacuse of the snzlish treatment 
yeu are handing to tnem in Palistine, and tneir relati 


s — ba} 


isn “eds Olan of putting them avain into taeir Pro- 


mised Lard... I do feel Ged is speakinz to you and the 
English people. nas peen sprakins to you rather 
Strongly and will «xeeo it uo just so long ag you are 


Goins as you are doing with the Jews in recard to 


—_— 


Lneir enter3 | ir Promised Land. 
ed it and has suffered evr s 
LGperesit Naticn in the world but now 
and of no power. 
CPE it BOG toner na@u- 
nave Tried 20 end nas come uoson them. 
ere Bice: | te! your hands off them, 
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Your Honors 


t would like to draw your attention to Chapter 47 in the 
pook of Isaiah, the Prophet epeaaks to the kation whieh has the Mandate 
o? the Jewish :eople. In the olden Gays their name was Babylons oP 
Chaldeans, but in our modern tines their nawe ie eritish or Sngileh, 48 
all the world knew that smgland has the mandate ever the Jewish nome 
Land whieh we call now Palastine. Verse G on the same chapter Gays, i 
wag wroth with my people, 1 have polluted mine inheritance, and given 
; em inte thine hands thou didst shew “hem no mereyg upon the ancient 
hast thou very heavily lada thy yokes (7th verse) And thou saldet, i 
spall be a lady vorevert so that thou dids$ not lay these things to 
thy heart, neither didst remember the latter end of ite Goth verse) 
¢nerefers hear now this , thou that ote given to pleavures, keep on 
reading until verse 15, and in the i4th veree, it says there shall 
net be a Goal to warm at , nor fire to eit vefore it. and as tilnge 
are happenin as ve seeit, British veople destroy the fields ana 
gardens in Falastine Laat summer amd the unmglish did not have any 
Naryeet in England, Gie untimely rains destroyed ali their crops and 
Shis winter the onjlish are destroyin, the weonomie in Falastine ana 
che umglish sconomy ia destroyed by a varliaty of happenings, tue cheif 
calamity eomes from the shortage of coal, as the rrophet says tnere 
shall not Le a coal to warm at, also the rivers are helping out at 
Lheir destruction as tie beat fertile lands are covered with water and 
wiLL not be usable for summer cropS, and we must recognise that there 
ide some power whiibh takes care of things on earth, one indvidual or 
nation is getting paid according to their practice. So i woulc suggest 
to umedand to learn to read the writin: On te 6G t te said in 
Janiel Chapter Se 
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3148 Wt. 26469/187 100m 9/46 (51) F.&S. 


FOREIGN UFFICE, 


SeWele 
(E 3461/46/31) 
2nd. June, 194.7. 


Dear Chancery, 


we enclose a letter and its 
2 enclosures from Mr. Arthur Herzl 
ot New York to the brrime Minister 
on the subject of Palestine. 


You will notice that he asks fo 
his “references” to be returned to 
him. We should be grateful if you 
wouia ao this and at the same time, 
acknowledge his letter in suitable 
terms. 


aJuasafay 


Yours ever, 


Bastern Department. 
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The Chancery, 
British &mbassy 


‘Washington. 
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“ARTHUR HERZL 
_WEST 55TH STRE 
‘NEW YORK 19, N. Y! 


CUNT! 


ARTHUR HERZL 
101 WEST SSTH STREET 


NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 


101 WEST 8StH STREET. 


NEW ‘YORK 19, N. 
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ARTHUR HERZL 
101 WEST 35TH STREET 


NEW YORK 19, N. Y 
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Box £27 hey 
Goncord,, Calitv, Usssh. 
April 17, 1947, 
the Honorabls Clement Attlee, beasts 
° ‘ SERVE 
Prime Lanister of Great 


Jear 
s with great interest in the wonderful work of th 
lesire to help and cheer at this, so critical time of its histo; 
thoughts, as well as the perspective as indicated in the Word, | 
prophecy being fulfilled todey--for Britain and the 
Our thoughts «nd our prayers were with and for : 
deal by storm and tempest » Whee, crying to the Lord about it, ogme 'shell the dust preis 
Theo?! as said the psalmist whe he cried for deliverance. It was a challenge to the 
Lord, and one realized thet God would answer as He did for David, end restore the peace 
and beet back the terrors of the elements. 
However, these trials instinctively also caus ths ies for deliverance to go hegre 
Venwards, and the Maker is called to remembrances | o,rndicates, indeed, that the sin of 
yeools is that'they catked not, on Godt. Whenever these words come one feels thet He 
yh l 14 ten when we call, hence one does soe ‘Rejoice not against me, mine enemy(any who 
may somewhat rejoice at others’ adversities),for when I fall I shall rise sgaing | 
Today we face the satisfaction of seeing the rays of hone for the various crooked ant2™ 
gles of netional(by this one mesns Fnglend as is projecting oneself to that area at pre=m 
sent)end international turmoil. Itis tut the' road bend' (words that came yesterday) ,whe 
history needs economic uvlift. One fails to see the solution when observing conditions 
———— +. : : 
merely from the tmman viewpoint. But, when Divine guidance is given then there is hopes 
Recently 2 book by DreRandeLLeBe, ‘The Digest of the Divine Law',has brought hope and con 
fidence, though there must necessarily be a slow working out of eny plan. llowever, even 
as today some of the basic industries of wigland are din Bovernment control,As should be 
for a strong foundation(which said book will also reveal was the situation in Israel on 
the laws of old),there has been thet mch gainede | 
The necessity for war is also revealed until such time as all antagonistic to the Luwgy 
ef Gddyhave conformed to such--any notion, vize,thet disregards the need of the needy angy 
the 'sons of the stranger',who according to Israel law, head the privilege ofth ; 
The chapter ‘When Ye Go To Wart,indicates the fact thet there is nced for 
the subjugetion of aliens,who ere such only because of not obeying God, 
cal reasons. 'The stranger thet sojourns among you, which beget chilcren among you; 
shall be vnto you as born in the country among the children of Israel3 they l have 
snheritance with you among the tribes of Israel (2047 ek258 verse £2 saying 
tribe the stranger sojourneth, there shall ye give him ave h 
The children of Israel were to be prepared for battle by 
thet prew ioush Arey Be to jom, which is whet Pyglanc 
cently, and wotlk come te the samee 
By the wey,oven es the war gave occupetion to the many o f work, 
seme situation will arise, for the'wound of the beas cain been healed', the 
(totalitarian one of the Prussian ippire,of the'second beast out of the sea, whi 
Sthe image of the first to'speak'--to bpeathe, or be propagated.e We see today no 
or selling "without this second one, who has gone througithe whole e rt} demandin the { 
'syvoils of war'in many instances without fighting, reaching out end saying,'Oh,l do not 
fight’, but ‘just give me this and give me that’. The! scevenger’ today again sity 
g the 'left over eggs'from the nests of the peoples it hes robbed(as Austria, 
tcs,henchuria also)y~the reperetions demanded from Aystria as of the news of 
only yesteneye : 
+ trist we go no more to the Assyrian for help for only get into trouble each time, J 
heving to face his demands. ‘Assur shall not suwe you'says the prophet, and he is not, § 
as evidenced by the antics through which we are going. Cf course, We were all allies sq 
far, but the'assyrian(in passage previously quoted from IseL0), docs not stop at the bourg 
sndicated as his teryitory by the Afwighty--the' charge civen hin) For" he think eth not 
: : and no f#ther 
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present Temple of Nations as 
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The Destiny Publishers, 
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come S ur (the UsSeAe)' agreement 
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with death shall be disannulled' e 
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3(Prime Mini ster Attlee--April 17,1947) 
being the same as in the word paratrooper ( coming from the top or aire~ 
heard from DreClem Davies) are not far off,in fact,'in the offing'. (All quota- 
tions are words thet have come or directly Babee oes an said before) .The result of 
the attack by Gog and Magog will be seen in the 1,2,and ll th verses of £2.39, 
'I will turn thee back seys God, and leave bit a sixth p rt of _theo( corroborating 
Isel0,*thorn end briers to be burnt up and the fruitful field till only a few left 
so a'child can count them'--beaten back and' boughs lopped off, even as for the fir 
Cyrus, whobécame puff ed Up and had to be punishede 'I will punish the few#t of the 
stout heart of the Kvng of Assyria(Is el10),'’when he comes into our palaces and into mee — u 
our borders',(liiceh 5),as he is indeed today,even in our peleces and peer cham} oe Paes : 
berse Cne not en, sit’, the cae stic elements and sympathizers, as they said good rf | | 
bye to MreWallace, (whom one cannot leave out,for he is doing ' teat biceeeie arm)» 
We know the bene of such situations for ne Labor Governrient, end only mention to 
indicate sympathy, and “he passages quoted show the end of sugh subversive acti-+- 
vities, for God is neh mocked, but will deliver His people. I th fact had recently 
. ee (even as before we got the victory over Fi itler)! for the weedy Will I arise, saith 
° ae oe the Lprd end set himin safety from him that put feth at hime For th oppression 
area ot of the poor We arises, and the 'right arm is spread abrdad again, and usually it 
is the British arm,end af§ociated peoples. The 'Kion of the Tribe of J Yaah(the | 
British Throno¥, His right erm)'breaks every chains The 'licn is egain ready! couched, 
a word = got before Gen,McArthur thrust at Japan from the Philippines,as also be@ 
for the Normandy invasione I em glad Gen,hkiontgomery is again at the front for un- 
derstands all this,es others of the CHristien leaders of todeye 
We are wetching the seiline of our vessels to aid which are announced today in 
Greeces Uowever, there is a fallacy to be correctedeBy our aid to Greec we do not 
couse war, nor the British, nor do the Republicens cause it,nor the Democrats, but 
s revealed in passages quoted end others) fort dra es Gog down in order to dea 
vas'hooked in the jaws'when H itler was attacking her, as also Hytle 
the Prussiens were'hooked' (see iiz.38)- he le : he nthippiens and the 
jiyans heaving been dealt with in the wer, ent now the reniaining ones of Gog,the 
ef Prince of hesheck es Tubal(Loscow am Tubolsk,where some of the armement s 
nade scross the Urals) fac e the fray,es sai athe end st usdreelon, cast pi 
in the eT Ley of Passen neers) es it is celled sround Megiddo,where the pig 
e pass ses neer to Haifa, 
The relief map of Felestinefsize 4' by 4' Sha 
me, for three years weiting for what we see i 
simply the begt nni ME of the'chain of eé 
ning ship set Texas City). SOme ceys aro ae ee over and era eri 
one looked it up to find it an the edge of the Dead Sea,on the east shore.This is 
the place of the fight pes Ammon Moab and My.Seitr(IL Chron.2U)against the chil 
dren of israele One mentio s only in order to suggest it may be a place to watch 
from the south(here ote stopping out of one's fort,one realizes, but cannot re- 
frain from mentioning--lest! s4' ,ece 1 trust the Arabs, under the adverse leadership 
of the Mufti dobg not cause trouble) s Hgwevey, the Saudi oe told the uigyp~ 
tians not to aide “Te cinflagration will be greet, but also hall be the day 
Ce of Jezreel(the Mame of Israel to which tribes the Saxons eife gas well as 
- PA eee ee other related tribes belong) a1 so the name of such valley being norhh of the Dead 
, a) Sea, evidently showing a valley jutting out Yrom the Jordan, slight ly soutn of the 
sea of ecards i Look on the MaDe 
oy of the tribes through the Land of Israel,dendted the interest 
day, but today our chief concern is to correctly have the contro 
ael by i are. aim with the UeSAe or the other section of present 
sons of Jéseph being called such by Jacob or Israel,who guve thep 
blessing on Hphraim,who'should be a 'company of nations! ,while his. 
rother was also to be’ Bey nc Gene48)» BOK 1 Chronicles 561 and 2f 
irth % eldest for his ill conduct andy 
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given to the two sons of J8seph the son of tsra els the genealogy not to be reckoned 
after the birthrightttthe regular s ccession) For Jvdeh prevailed aos his brethren 


andof him come the chief ruler(the sresent Throne of dpglend from T oe Tephi, who 
a ~ i 
mirried into the fmily of Dan,as e genealogical tree oF Queen Vict OLLE % 
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nister Attlee--April 17, 1947) 


h Méeum(some of is is repitition for clarification and emphasis 
the issue is s¢ near to fulfilment): ‘out the birthright + 

Now the' stick of Jeseph in the hands of wphraim' (ize37)wi 
ciated tribes as lormens, Danes, ctce, already” in the throngs of 
allies of the Cliristian nations),was put with the 'stick of Judeh,an¢ Israel his fel, 
lows,those allied with him in ralestine of the Isracl race, as some of Yenjamin and | 
some of Levi),when Gn.Allenby entered Jerusalem in 1917,since when the Jews have hed 
bles&ing, but have not continued to recviize their delivererse Liout «Tots on(o: 
Univewho did mich research work regarding ell this and of whose book, ®#%0Ur Race and 
Its Realationship tog the Restorabion of Palestine and the Coming Crusade--written ; 
in 1889 and published in 2898* 1898) said(when the Jevs recogiize their deliverers emg 
ther will cease to struggles Today we see them 'fighting egainst Yerusalem'as Zechel 
14 said they would. But such elemaits are also meny of them from outside, and ha 
smutermarried into the families of the Jews,2s also instigated bys’ adverse subverséve 
factions from those who also wish to have a rae! he partition of the lands But 
Gog will be discomfittedtto put it mildly-ancy'have a plawe of graves cast of the eri 
plainywhere‘they shall bury Gog unc de’ Giz e3 Cell) s “~S | 


I am interested in the word of yesterday that the British delegation wishes to elf 


minate the entering into the discussion of Palestine the five great powers, China, 
the UsSeh eg the Usededehegand Francée One understands the reasone "wever, there will 
be difficulties, which, to rind,to be plain,and,one trusts not presumptuous, will 
be solved only afte ‘conflict',which will obviete so mny tating pert, for some will| 
Rave been eliminated by seid conflict and have to retire. The arah 
the presence of his brethren(Genel6.2 ),and the Jew or the Reman Jydah will 
dwell on the coast'(Zephede7)or such place as assigned, but neither to ow land, 
which was given to Abraham, through Isaac(’in Isaac shall thy seed be called or the 
Saxons of today),then Jacob,or Israel,who passed the birthright on to hphrel me 
sister hes long advoceted the sending out of the people of isngland,who are too 
in the British Isles which cannot hold all, to themselves sprgad out in 
beyond Jorden, for the’ section'from the River of Hgypt to the muphrates' vas 
sons of Jagobe The fact thet Iraq has been given its indep ndence may 


€ 


g if said concession is also with the cooperation of the British,as also 
any other sectione Rut if land has deen given away without the knowledge that it be 
heritance(given and promised by God Hamself )then it has been incorrect, 
us,whether conflict or negotiations or & 


probleme 


One has ep ecto! he some, but the fact of 


this todey,sir,is in : he Dy gest of the Law' wi 


aid, and for this one seemed to have my only wey to express the urgency 
and facet of writing and sending )to do so,gwithout which one snould néjact. Please be 
assured, during the dark days in veengalthough not communicating,sthe evr present 
problems have been uppermost in our minds. IWfact, my sister and I follow to the hour ® 
the discussionjthe conferences, whether at Paris, bondongMoscow,or New York, etcey, 50 as q 
to be attuned*to the need of the hour. For Gen.iarshall one had the promise(and We 

rote PreseTruman of this ond mick 9 se)' angel guards surround thee',snd one sess 
the need of thise The statement of Mr.Devin'vhen | aus stated thet the discussion 
of reparations we iy be token wn such ¢ such so daar, but of boundaries, which 


“ | Pao a : f 
also had to be thet he'did not care what was discussed,simply shawed the 
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statue of the fect that yell will not be married to snother'. Sefore the COnt em 


encefand one says this only to clarigy),one hac it thet as long as #eothere is effey 
fort to mend on old garment with a new pieco,a'vorse OW de! --therfo 
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=. J. 
no progress, Hew stuekewy* methods ba | oy | : L be 
are there is not the light of the cospel,to be plein ote g result 
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tral heating and lighting for whole cities; 
i power for farms and factor- 
we 6transpertation, etc. Today 
there. is LITERALLY NOTHING 
standing in the way of these wonders 
except finance, and our own sin and 
greed, and refusal to obey God’s Laws. 
Please do not toss this article on one 
side, with a shrug of the shoulders and 
the idea that we have been discussing 
Utopia. GOD DOES NOT MOCK HIS 
PEOPLE. A perfectly just and equitable 
Monetary System is both feasible and 
possible, and is, without a doubt, to be 
found in the Bible. It is up to us to study 
it out, but above all to trust God, and 
to ask Him to raise up righteous men 
amongst us WHO WILL PUT IT IN- 
TO FORCE. 


ANGLO-ISRAEL GUIDE TRACT 
No. 2 

WOTE: These tracts are available in 
lots of 200 for $1.00. Bible truths you 
have never heard before. We deal with 
ail Bibical subjects, such as health, 
thoney, the next war and many other 
sbjects. Order an assortment of 200 
of any one kind teday. Your friends 
snould know about these vital subjects. 

(Request the GUIDE, published 
monthly on the free will offering basis. 
Festures in the GUIDE are’list of Min- 
isters ard Teachers for the States, Can- 
ade. ard cther places, radio programs, 
book: et and many other related items). 
P.O. Box 1921, Hollywood 28, Califor- 
ma. 
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A NEW MONEY FOR 
A NEW AGE 


E. W. ABRAHAM 
Victoria, B, C. 


IN VIEW of the worl-wide search for a 


new Monetary System which will 
bring real Security, the following 
thoughts on the Economics of the Bible 
are submitted, not with the intention of 
being dogmatic, nor as hard and fast 
rules, but as suggestions for the ground- 
work of further study along these lines. 
If abundance and plenty are worth 
having, they are worth studying and 
working for. 

The subject will be discussed under 
nine headings, as follows: 


(1) The Kind of Government 


we need to administer a Righteous 
Economic System. 


(2) The: Form of Money we 


would require. 
(3) The Law against Usury. 


(4) The Sabbatic Law of Release. 


(5) Provision for the Poor, Sick, 
Young, Old, Widows, etc. 

(6) A Minimum Wage. 

(7) Pensions for ALL. 

(9) ‘Taxes, or Tithe. 

(9) Government Control. 
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f@ (1) The Kind of Government 
e Oy We Need... 


First and foremost, we MUST 
HAVE a Government we can RELY 
UPON. A Government made up, as 
Moses instructed, of “able men, such as 
tear God, men of Truth, hating 
covetousness....” Such a Government’s 
duties would be not to MAKE its own 
laws, but to ADMINISTER the econo- 
mic laws of the Bible, Ex. 18-21; Deut. 
1, 15-17; & 16, 18. 


(2) The Form of Money 
Required 


Money would be provided ONLY by 
the Government, and SOLELY as a 
MEANS OF EXCHANGE. The Banks 
would not be allowed to create money in 
ANY FORM WHATEVER. Money 
would be the SERVANT of the people, 
instead of its MASTER; issued as re- 
quired, by the Government, and backed 
by the needs and resources of the 
country, for the USE and BENEFIT 
of our own people. Surely that is not 
too much to ask in this land of plenty— 
ENOUGH TOKENS OF EXCHANGE 
to eneble us to PROPERLY EMPLOY 
ALL our people, and to PROPERLY 
care for our children, old people, and 
the sick—that is only common sense 
when we have allowed our children to 


' 


be undernourished, our sick a & aeed 
neglected, and thousands of ;people 
unemployed, just because we have NOT 
ENOUGH MONEY; although no one 
will suggest for one moment that we 
have not enough resources to fill ALL 
our needs. All money issued would have 
to be in some UNHORDABLE FORM, 
ie. dated or limited in some way as to 
avoid any possibility of its being 
hoarded, or held off the market. 1 Tim. 
6.10. 


(3) The Law Against Usury 


USURY MUST BE ENTIRELY 
ABOLISHED. Under Bible economics, 
usury of ANY KIND is forbidden with- 
in the nation. With a Monetary System 
controlled by a RIGHTEOUS Govern- 
ment, with money for use PURELY as 
a MEANS OF EXCHANGE, there 
would be NO ROOM for usury or in- 
terest. The bible makes NO DIS- 
TINCTION between usury and interest. 
Deut. 23, 19, reads: *““Thou shalt not 
lend upon usury to thy brother; usury 
of money, usury of victuals, usury of 
ANYTHING THAT IS LENT UPON 
USURY ...” and this injunction was 
confirmed again and again. Red Lev. 
25.36; Ezekiel 18, 5 to 9; and many 
other passages. 


We might, perhaps, notice, in passing, 
that “no interest” does not mean “no 
dividends” upon legitimate investments. 
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The difference between interest on a 
loan, # lividends on an investment, 
is that We latter is paid ONLY when 
there fs a profit tu pay it with, whereas 
interest is payable even if the business 
is run at a loss, 


(4) The Sabbatic Law of 
Release 


The Bible is authority for an eco- 
somiec Sabbath, called the Law of KRe- 
lease, (Lev. 25 3-4; Deut. 15,1) where- 
iy Adi debts shall be cancelled every 
severth year, God states that He will as- 
acme any debt cancelled under this 
clause, (The probability is that as God 
constantly wuies human means for the 
ielfilment af Wis purposes, there would 
be a Central Wund out of tax surplus, 
warecby any eavselled debts would be 
nai by the State.) It seems obvious 

vat this delit clause applies chiefly to 
cho poor end needy, and ig not intended 
roo econne for divnencst people. 

Orogvinton Fox The Sick 
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AM! hospital, ald poopics’ homes, asy- 
foims ete, woud be RIE and Govern- 
cact enereted, Lotay our whole na- 
Sod en ony yn oy Uo, our wealth, 

inaral aeedards, our very freedom, 

sti desecded opon “Smorcy.” There 
would be ao ufos humanity as we 


see it today, if we lived up to Deut. 7, 
which reads: “Therefore shalt thou 
kcep the Commandments, and the Stat- 
utey, and the Ordinances which I com- 
mand thee this day... And it shall come 
to pass... that the Lord thy God will 
keep unto thee the Covenant and the 
Kindness which He hath shewn unto 
thy fathers... AND THE LORD WILL 
TAKE AWAY FROM THEE ALL 
SICKNESS...” 


(6) A Minimum Wage 


Our Lord’s Parable of the Labourers 
in the vineyard (Matt. 20) would ap- 
pear to give full authority for a Mini- 
mum Wage. “Whatsoever is right,” the 
Master of the vineyard said to the men 
hired at the eleventh hour, “that shall 
ye recieve;” and He gave them THE 
SAME WAGE as those who had been 
werking all day, showing plainly that 
Tic recognized that their “right” or 
“ocd” was equal with those who had 
been hired earlier, even though their 
‘pportunity for earning a wage had not 
Leen so great. In this age of statistics, it 
should be a simple matter to determine 
the minimum wage NEEDED in any 
courtri-—it should be SUFFICIENT to 
srovide the worker with ALL the neces- 
«ties of life. Thereafter, of course, the 
wace vould be determined by the nat- 
url Jew of supply and demand, to- 
cetiver with the <fficiency of the worker. 
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sce it 

which reads: “Therefore shalt thou 
keep the Commandments, and the Stat- 
utes, and the Ordinances which I com- 
niand thee this day... And it shall come 
ic pass... that the Lord thy God will 
keop unto thee the Covenant and the 
ti:.dness which He hath shewn unto 
‘av fathers... AND THE LORD WILL 
TAKE AWAY FROM THEE ALL 
STCKNESS ...” 


A Minimum Wage 


Our Lord’s Parable of the Labourers 
tn the vineyard (Matt. 20) would ap- 
Sear to give full authority for a Mini- 
aum Wage. “Whatsoever is right,” the 
'iaster of the vineyard said to the men 
varecl at the eleventh hour, “that shall 
-t recieve,” and He gave them THE 
“AME WAGE as those who had been 
»- aking ell day, showing plainly that 
Iie recognized that their “right” or 
“ocd” was equal with those who had 

hired earlier, even though their 
xcriunity for earning a wage had not 
vreat. In this age of statistics, it 

wld be a simple matter to determine 
rimum wage NEEDED in any 

it should be SUFFICIENT to 

tho worker with ALL the neces- 

cise of life. Thereafter, of course, the 
wacee ursuld be determined by the nat- 
7 of supply and demand, to- 
eee: ea ete th the efficiency of the worker. 
ogee ge © . exo fer workers appears to be 
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from 20 years old to 55, and in some 
cases from 25 years old to 50. 

St. Paul clearly provided the answer 
to those who say that this system would 
be abused by the lazy, when he says in 
2 Thess. 3, 10; “He that will not work, 
neither shall he eat.” There is also an 
age-old axiom, given by God Himself to 
Adam (Gen. 3, 19) “In the sweat of thy 
face shalt thou eat bread, till thou re- 
turn unto the ground.” 


(7) Pensions For All 


Under a righteous SERVANT - 
MONEY SYSTEM, ALL citizens, upon 
reaching the retiring age (generall 55); 
would automatically retire and receive 
their first pension cheque, and could 
then look forward to a happy and pro- 
vided-for old age, without having to 
work right up to the edge of the grave, 
as so many do nowadays. Here again 
the Statistical Branch would be able to 
work out the amount of the ideal pen- 
sion—based upon a supply of NECES- 
SITIES for the rest of one’s life. (Prob- 
ably it would be found to be a somewhat 
similar araount to the Minimum Wage). 
Proof cf age and citizenship would be 
the ONLY REQUIREMENT for eligi- 
bilitv—the Bureau of Vital Statistics 
vould keep in touch with every man, 
woman and child in the country, and 
would pay the pension to ALL, from 
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Bo eae 
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Rates 


the highest to fhe lowest in the land, as 
soon as it beceAme due. There 


no need for property or ni 
Deut. 10.18; 24.17; Ex. 22.22; Jer. 7, 5-6 


(8) Taxes or Tithe 


Only ONE TAX for everyone. 10% 
of ALL Income or increase. (In except- 
ional cases 20% may be expected of the 
wealthy.) In the case of there being 
no increase, aS with a farmer’s poor crop 
for instance, there would be no tax at all 
that year—or if the income were to 
cease for any reason, so would the tax. 
One tenth of all taxes would go to the 
upkeep of the Church, the remaining 
nine-tenths to the State for all purposes, 


such as education, hospitals, pensions, 
etc. Mal. 3.8-11 etc. 


(9) The Government 
Contro! Needed 


All essential services, such as light, 
heat, water, transportation, should be 
run by the Government for the benefit 
ot the people; though under the Bible 
Economic System, where no huge com- 


bines, monopolies and cartels could 


flourish, and where private enterprise 
co:ld be better relied upon to serve the 
peovle at a reasonable rate, this may 
rot be necessary. It does not require 
very much imagination to visualise the 
feture, with atomic power harnessed for 
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God of our Fathers, the Ged end Father of 

Jems Christ, grew, we besoech Thee, te us end to this 
whole people of ‘ISRAEL,* = full vision of Thy 
purpese and an incrensing eonsdlousness of Thy Presence 
and power with us, to fulfil Thy cuspes@.e itislp us to 
understand thet the rore we seek te fulfil Thy will and hoy 

6 om object the establishment of IY KINGDOM," so x 
the mere cen ws expect Thine aid ond protections Deliver 


from any tendencies to self-glory and self cxtisfacticn, 
grec us to Enow thet all our works begun, continued and 


eided must be in, and of Thee, if they ere to be successful. 


Pour out Thy Spirit-on us al we may both know, end do, 
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Thy will in this present emergencye 


HOO NOT 


For Jesug Christ's sake, 
AMONe 
From the Kingdom Dygeeb. 


Peb. 1944, 


Reuben ©. Lenske 


Attorney al Law 
Lawyers Bouilding 
N2> S.W Fifth Avenue 
Portland 4,0Oregon 
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Honorable Clement Atlee oe 
Prime Minister oe i on. 
No. 10 Downing Street Cw ene ee ER A LSE 
London, England 


Honorable Sir: 


I read today of the execution of Dove Gruner in 
Palestine by the Dritish High Command. I know that such ac- 
tion, however, does not meet with the approval of the vast 
majority of the British people. It is a shameful blot upon 
your Government and a betrayal of your promises to your 
people that, instead of enabling Jews to come and live in 
Palestine, you cause them to be executed. 


Decent people throughout the world had expected that 


the Labor Government would atone for the murder of such per- 
sons as the passengers on tne Struma, by keeping its promise 
to enable European Jews to enter Palestine. 


It is wrong for your Government to neutralize by evil 
action the good name the English peonle have earned in 1940. 
At that time you fought a great battle for your own freedom 
against superior and evil forces. 


Now you use your superior force against the freedom 
of others. Perhanvs in Palestine you have, for the first time 
in the application of ruthless Eritish colonial policy, met a 
non~colonial people. It is my personal belief that your war 
against the Jewish people and your failure to keep your vrom- 
ises will but strengthen the spirit of Jews throughout the 
world, and will accomplish far greater harm to Great Britain 
and her Empire than can be measured by the deaths you will 
meet out to Palestinian Jews.- 


Yours truly, 
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Reuben ©. Lenske 


Attorney at Law 
Lawyers Building 
N24 SW Fifth Avenue 
Portland 4, Oregon 
Por. 1251 
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Honorable Ernest Revin 
Foreign Secretary 

Wo. LO Downing Street 
London, England 


Honorable Sir: 


At some of tne county fairs in the smaller communities 
of the United States there are keen-minded nermns who gain their 
ends by olaying dice, cards and other frames with the local resi- 
dents. The experts lose at least five out of six games or throws 
but they double the stakes every time they lose. However, after 
the stakes are doubled approximately five times, and after having 
lost on all previous occasions, the experts make one winning. As 
soon as that occurs, they cease the game with that particular 
person and go on to find the next victim. 


Your policy about permitting Jews to enter Palestine is 
quite comparable. You avopoint commissions, you refer to advisory 
committees, etc., etc. You now have even referred the matter to 
an advisory committee of the United Nations. 


Whenever the finding and recommendation is contrary to 
your purposeful design of depriving the Jews of what you and the 
civilized nations had promised them, you ignore the recommenda- 
tion. You continue to kill Jewish patriots and hold to your 
policy of faithlessness, 


If, however, you ever find some wacked committee or 
commission which will approve your designs, you will undoubtedly 
announce to the world that such committee or commission has 
found the White Paper Policy or its ilk to be acceptable, and 
you will follow that recommendation and carry out such policy. 


I can assure you that the good will that was created 
amons decent people throughout the world on behalf of the English 
people on account of their own courageous struggle for freedom in 
the year 1940 has been dissolving rapidly during the past several 
years, The reason, quite obviously, is that the British colonial 
policy has not seen fit to recognize the necessity of freedom for 
other peoples. Two of the glaring illustrations are Indonesia and 
Palestine. It is my personal belief that Palestine will prove to 
be the Achilles Heel for the British Colonial Military Empire. 


~Ours truly, 
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e Honourable Clement Attlee Harrisburg, Pa. : senda ceteapeedtaee titer ea deta temtaa 
rime Minister to His Majesty's Gouvernment 


20 Downing St. bre PY 
w a o oe % a i ’ 
ame SD . 


i, ndon kngland os 


yee act 
7 I as an Jew of American birth have for an loggtime been 
watching the unjust,inhuman, un-GOD-ly fashion that Pritain has been 
scarrying on the "BRITISH INQUISITION" in Palestine the only place 
left for the remnants of Jews slaughtered by the Christians who have 
been letting innocent Jew blood spill, starting with the blood letting 
of Jesus who was an Jew and never deriied that fact. 
You as representative of the murderous inquisitorial 

British gouvernment have been begged and implored to cease this murderous 
game of imfamy but you have been hard hearted and daef to all pleas, so I 
mwish to give an toast to your infamous bravery--" For every drop of 
inndécent Jewish blood spilled by the provocative "BPITISH INQUISITION" 
may the ALMIGHTY GOD seeto it ®hat the British Isles sink one foot into 


the sea." AMEN | 


MHonorable sir: 


Be. 


Believe me to be most sincere 
: J, 


April 16,1947 
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PROTEST EXECUTION 4/16 3 


CIRCUMSTANTIAL EVIDENCE ADMINISTRATION STOOPING DOWN TO 
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2ABRAHAL PILSAY «.< 


Please send your Reply ‘Via WESTERN UNION” You may telephone us for a messenger 
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Doctor dwin Letts now cirector of Conference 

Departuent of “eruvian Foreign Orrics approached 
grpeundec. ? wy] First Secretary reyuesting information 
concernin, -alestine and the present views of His 
iajesty's Governient. Doctor Letts stated he was 

in »rocess of preparing a brief for veruvian delegation 
to Special assembly of United Nations ana was finding 

it a difficult task. 


Ze iit. Donnelly realised possible dangers in anything 
which wight be misrepresented as nobbling Latin 

Anerica but in view of Doctor Lett's friendliness 
towards this Simbassy and his eagerness [? te omitted] 
felt obliged to endeavour discreetly anu objectively 

to indicate soue of the iiain complications of 
Palestinian affairs. He has also sent to voctor Letts 
the relevant parts of Hansard for February 18th and 


February 25th 1947 and also [grp.undec.] number 7044. 


i 
ote 


391440 0890938 2178Nd 3HL 40 LHDIYAdOD 


Oe lease instruct me if there is any further action 
Which you would lise we to take. 


HOG NOT 


Ba et Sarees 
re 
cra a 


” Registry 


No. B 3483/46 [31 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


© 
°o 
wD I 
~< 
» 
G> 
=x 
~{ 
oS 
as | 
~ 
= 
m 
~~ 
c 
ao 
rm 
Cw) 
xz 
m | 
OQ 
o 
xz 
o 
o 
ww" 
ww" 
° | 
rm 


BE WRITTEN 


q 


N00 HOT 


NOTHING TO 


(51) F.&S. 


9/46 


Wt. 26469/137 100m 


3149 


15483/46/31 
Confidential 


Cy pher/OTP 


No, L07 
29th April, 1947 | 
Repéated to: Washington No, 515 Saving 
uuuuu 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Your telegram No. 184 [of April 25th: Palestine]. 
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[This telegram is of particular secrecy-ana dickld-be~ 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on] 


Cypher/OTP. FORLD ORGANISATION DISTRIBUTION. 
FROM MOSCOW TO FOREIGN OFFICE, 
Sir i Peterson. D. 5.20 pm. 26th April, 1947, 


No, 1022, 
Re 9.590 pom 26th April, 1947, 
26th April, 1947, 


Repeated to New York (U.K.Delegation) 
Washington, 


wy telegram No, 929. 
Palestine, 


Soviet press has so far made no comment on the 
impending debate on ralestine in United Nations and has 


only reported briefly the convocation of the session, 
and the requests from Arab States to include on the agenda 


the question of termination of the mandate and the 
proclamation of Palestine's independence. 


2, Last Soviet comment on Palestine was therefore 


the Tavestiva review of February 8th for which see 


paragraph 10 of review of Soviet press for week ending 
february 13th in my despatch 124, Soviet press has devoted 


very little attention 1} ‘months to Palestine news 
é.g. Terrorist incidents etc., although there has been 
occasional factual reporting. In fact Soviet propaganda 
has continued to handle Palestine very cautiously. 


Foreign Office please pass Immediate to United 
Kingdom Delegation New York and_to Jashington as my 
telegranus 16 and 172 respectively. 


ftepeated to United Kingdom_jelegation New York 
and Washington, 
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I submit herewith the brief which has been 
prepared for the United Kingdom Delegation to the 
Special Session of the General Assembly, which has 
been agreed with the Colonial Office at the 
official level and with United Nations Department. 


My only comment is that paragraphs 10 and 11 
of the brief do not give very precise guidance 
regarding the attitude which the Delegation should 
take resarding the terms of reference of the 
Committee. My own feeling (with the experience 
of the Committee on Spain in mind) is that the 
Committee’s functions should definitely be limited 
to fact-finding. particularly if it is to be a 


Committee of eleven members. TH C0, woeldael ki a 


It is for consideration whether this brief 
Should or should not be ref'erred to the Cabinet for 
approval. It is understood from United Nations 
Department that some Assembly brief's are so 
referred, while others are not. It is suggested 
that it is not necessary so to refer this one, 
but the Minister of State may care to discuss 
the point with the Colonial Secretary. 
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18th April, 1947. 
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Unit ations Dept. 
Mr Kirkpatrick. 


AS regards paras 10 and 11, and the terms 
of reference of the special Committee, against 
the risk of a special Committee putting up to 
the Assembly a scheme that would be embarrass- 
ing to us we have to balance the saving -of 
precious time that might be gained. 


The offhand feeling of Sir N.Brook, with 
whom I had a casual word about this, was that 
the facts of the case were pretty accessible 
and that a natural task for the Committee 
would be to go a little further and to set 
out the various possible plans in a way that 
would help the General Assembly to make its 
recommendation. 


Mr.Lewis Jones, whom I saw yesterday, 
expressed the Same view and seemed to expect 
that the Committee would put the possible 
alternatives in some order of preference. 


:9Iuasafay 


I am doubtful whether we should gain 
anything substantial by objecting to this if 
a special Assembly appeared to wish to give 
the special Committee this duty. 
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If the Colonial Office and we are in 
agreement on the above, and in view of the 
brief being very largely procedural, I should 
have thought that reference to the Cabinet 
would not be necessary, subject to anything 
that the Minister of State and the Colonial 
secretary may think. 
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The annex to para.e18 will, no doubt, 
be brought to the notice of our publicity 


services. 
thy 


LOth April, 1947. 
J Cum tok Cyc ther alarm 
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Wir. Beeley is to see General Pollock of 
Middle Hast Information Departinent on 25rd 
April to discuss with him the cuestion of 
cublicity for the proceedings of the General 
assembly. I do not think anything more is 

uired for the present, but in order to make: 
Sition entirely clesr I have added two | 
the annex to paragraph 16 


IN THIS MARGIN. 
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NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


PAL 


emnnnens gaciapeh 


vlegation to special session 


(Brief for United Kingdom D 


of General Assembly) 


1. On the 2nd April, 1947, His Majesty's Government 
requested the Secretary General of the United Nations to 
place the question of Palestine on the agenda of the 
General assewbly at its next vogular annual session. They 
would then invite the Assembly to make recomucndations 


under Srticle 10 of the Charter concerning the future 


government of Palestine. 


Co In the same coimmunication, Wig Majesty's Government 


drew the attention of the Secretary General to the desirability 
hat 


of an carly settlement in Palestine, and to the risk t 


:aduasafay 


the General Assombly wight not be able to decide upon its 


recommendations at the regular 1947 session unless some 


prelilninazry study of the cuestion -had poen made under the 


auspices of the United Nations. They therefore asked that 


a special session of the Assembly should be convened as soon 


as possible, "for the puxvpose of constituting and ingtructing 
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¢ 


a special committec of the Assembly" to prepare the aquestion 


for the consideration of the September Assembly. 


WOO NOD 


46 Tre proposal for a special session was approved by a 


majority of the inember States, and the Soeretary General 


has convened it for tne 28th jpril. 


be Tt follows from paragraphs 1 ana 2 above that it will be 


United Kingdom Delegation to ensure that the 
kK 


the object of the 


arrangements taadc at the special session, for preparatory wor 


such as to offer the best possible prospect 


on Palestine, are 
to a vote in the course 


that the Assembly will carry the matter 
the regular session beginning in September. 
nited Kingdom 


or 
5 It does not seem appropriate that the U 


Delegation, having invited the .ssembly to considcr the 


Palestine/ 


pPalcstine question, should also take the lead in making 


Foroposals on the meibership and terms of reference of 


We cannot howcver be 


the proposed preparatory Co.wittec, 
indifferent to the character of the decisions taken on these 
points, and it would probably suit us best if the United 
States Delegation coulda be induced to sponsor proposals 
on which we had previously been consulted. 
6. The Statc Devertment have already inforied us of two 
suggestions for the composition of the preparatory Comnilttee: 
(i) that it should consist of representatives of all the 
icmbers of the Security Council, the Economic and 
Social Council and the trusteeship Council. This would 
give a membership of 26, including the "Big Five" and 
three arab States; and 
(ii) that it should consist of representatives of 11 "ncutral" 
States, excluding both the arab States and the "Big Five®. 
The latter suggestion represents the State Doovartucnt's second 
thoughts, and it is probable that they still prefer it. 


fe The argunents in favour of the larger Coimnittee aro: 
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(i) that its membership, being autoiiatically determined, 


would not give rise to controversy; 


WOO NOT 


(ii) that a larger nuriber of Delegations at the Sovtcinaber 
Asseadly would have been educated on the Palestine 
problem in advance of its mocting. 


On the other hand, there are disadvantages: 


(i) the Jewish Agency would accuse the Assembly of unfair 


discrimination in establishing a Cosmittec on which 


Arabs but not Jews were represented; 


owing to its size, the Comittee would have to delegate 


its detailed vrork to a gub-Coumittee. This would 


involve sessions of the full Cownaittco both to appoint 


the sub-Comnittee and later to receive and consider its 


report/ 


report, thus cutting down the time available to the 


sub-Committee for its work. 
8, The elected Committee of Tis 


(4) would place Arabs and Jews on an equal footing: 


(ii) might make more progress. 


On the other hand, it may be argued against the smaller 


Committees: 
(i) that we cannot foresee or control its composition; 


(ii) that a body of this size could be swayed by Zionist 


or Arab or Anti-British propaganda. 


vir These alternative proposals are to be discussed in the 


first instance between the Washington Embassy and thie State 
Devoartneilt. Lord Inverchapol has been asked, subject to the 


Secretary of State's approval, to propose ancndmcents to the 
sas ’ Dp 


List of States suggested by the State Department for 


SaDuasafay 


nomination to the Comnittee: and to invite them, if 


agreencnt on the list provcs difficult, to consider again 


the morits of their earlivr proposals for a Comnittce af 


26, 


LO. In addition to the composition of the Gomnittes, the 
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Assembly will have to decide upon its tors of reference, 


It scons that the State Department would like the Comnittcs 


to make positive recommendations to the Scptombcr Assembly. 


WOO NOT 


Our own view has hithcrto been that the functions of the 
Comnittes should be to clarify the issuscs, and to 

the atzention of the Assombly on the Limited 
The 


coneentrate 
number of proposals scriting serious considcration, 
extent to which tho Unitcd Kingdom Delcgation should sock to 
stifle or dcefvat proposals for compowcring the Committee to 
makco recommendations can be deeided only when the 
character of the Committes has been detcrmined. a a 

goncral, there would probably be more risk in giving the 


power to a Committec of 11 than to a Committe: of 26. eo 
de 


11. ft is probable that the arab Delegations wilt not wish 
the Committas, however constituted, to have the powcr of 
recommendation, Thoy might thorcforoe be uscful allies in 
this controversy if in the event we and the Americans 
adherc to our present points of viocw, 

12,  Whilc thc attitude of His Majesty's Government, 
throughout the procccdingss of the United Nations over 
Palestine, will be one of neutrality as between Arab and 
Jow, ovory cffort should be madc to prevent unnecessary 
damage to Anglo-4rab relations as a result of the 
reforunce of Palestine to the United Nations. 

LD The quustion of the svecial Committcc's huadquarters 
mey also bu determined py the Assembly, It is not 
desirable that it should work in New York, where it would 
be exvoscd to relentless Zionist prossure, The most 
practicabls altcrmative wuld be Geneva, and a suggestion 
that it should sit there would probably command widespread 
support (including that of the State Department). Tt has 
been suggestcd that it would be cvasiur to move a Gomnittesc 


of ll menbers to Guneva than a larger body; if there is 
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foree in this arguncent, it is an additional point in favour 


of thse sthallcr Comnitteoe, 


N00 NOT 


Lh. Lt ‘aay bs BESpOROE that the Comnittce should visit 
Palestine, His Majosty's Governnent will do all they can 
to facilitate the study of the vroblem and help the 
Comnmittec should it decide to fo to Palestine in the 


fulfilment of its functions. 


\2 


(15. %It does not greztly matter to His wdajesty's Government 
whether they are represented on the Committee or not, In 
either event they will presumably be requiréu to place at 
the Committee's aisposal experts who can provide it with 
such information as it finas necessary. (The Colonial 
Office are already taking steps to obtain from the 

Palestine Government the release of wr. MacGillivray, of the 
Jerusalem Secretariat. It would probably be necessary to 
provide him with two colleagues, one from the Colonial 
Office and one from the voreign Office). 

16. His wWajesty's Government will also supply the Committee 
with documentary material on the recent history of Palestine 
and on the various attempts which have been made to arrive at 
a stable political settlement in that country. 

17. These documents will not be presented to the special 
session. At that stage the United Kingdom Delegation 

should not be urawn into discussion on the substance of the 
problen to be considered by the Comnittee and by the 
September assembly. The special session has a purely 
procedural task, ana it should be an aim of the United 
Kingdom velegation to wevent it from exceeding this 
funetion. 

48. The High Commissioner for Palestine, however, attaches 
great importance to the possibility of using the special 
session to invest the status quo in Palestine with the 
authority of the United Nations, in the hope that this may 
ease the difficult task of the Administration during the 
next few months. It is also Suggested that our efforts to 
secure the co-oOje ration of Huropean States and of the U.S.A. 
in checking illegal immigration woulu be assisted if we 


coule obtain the backing of the General Assembly for our 


present/ 
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N00 HOT 


present interin policy on Jewish immigration. The. 
Delegation must juage, in the light of circumstances, how 
far it is possible to give effect to these Su-2.e3 tions 
without opening the door to a lengthy controversy 

about current policy in Palestine or making it. 
impossible to avoid the admission to the agenda of Arab 
and pro-Zionist resolutions on this subject, (It is 
reported in the Press that the Zionists will try to 
persuade some Delegate to sponsor a resolution in favour 
of increased iminigration during the period in which the 


subject of Palestine is before the United Nations). — 


Annex. 


(see Jaragrayph 48 above ) 


At its meting on the 16th April, the Defence 
Committee “invited the foreign Office to consider the 
"possibility of piving our case against illegal 
"imnigration full publicity, at an. appropriate moment 
“in the meeting of the General Assembly arranged for 
“the end of the month". The Delegation should ear this 
request of the Def'ence Committee in mind and endeavour to 
give erfect to it so tar as circumstances allow. ‘They 
should arrange for full publicity to be given locally to 
any statement which they make on illepal lumigration and 
they should inform the toreign Office by Most Immediate 


telebran with the prefix Wandate. 
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21st April, 1947. 


in a speech to 
gan at the United 
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r adherence 


They wish to reaffirm thei 
raph 10 (b) of 


to the principle stated in parag 
DO(47) 23 that 


"We should retain our essential 
strategic requirements in Palestine." 


They consider that the policy in the 
proposed statement could undoubtedly prejudice 
our position in Palestine. They are therefore 
unable to agree to it, or any other statement 
that does not safeguard our essential strategic 


requirements. 
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I.P. Garran, bsq., 
Foreign Office, 
S.W.1. 
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FROM NEW YORK TO FORYIGN OFFICE 14) 


(From Permanent United Kingdom Representative to 
United Nations) 


oir A. Gadogan | 
No._ 1259 D. 5.55 pom 25th April, 1947. 


coth April, 1947. 
Repeated to : High Commissioner, Jorusalbm 


ORME iE. S503 | 


Your telegram No. 118. 9 °°” Aas APR | . 


sauasafay fies 


R. 1.20 am. 26th April, 1947. 
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High Commissioner for Palestine hes supplied useful 
selection of documents. We assume he will send anything 
clse he considers will be of uSe, informing you what he has 
sent. I trust that Colonial Office will supply what it can. 

Thc Scvoretariat will be particularly glad to have the maps 
requested in my telegram No. 1166 at an carly date. 
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o, [Copies sent t0 Middle Bast Sccrctariat. ] 


ar 
ok Re 
%? ° 
Xp ‘ 
“{ iy 
- anne Bs 
. edig iStatee cz wed BO 


Restricted. 


‘Open. 


MARGIN. 


THIS 


3914490 080938 2178Nd 3HL 40 LHDIYAdOD 


HOG NO7 


Z 
z 
E 
oc 
-¢ 
Li 
ee] 
O 
j 
e) 
z 
c 
~ 
O 
z 


(83509/46/31 } oe 04% 
ot Le 2 


Restricted, 


Nae A Oe ETRY beeen) CAE mA eer on 


Dear Deler: 


Please rete 
1166 and 1259 of 15th : 
respectively and to your Ssving Telegran 
OY 19th April, all dealin. with matertal 
by the United fetions Secretariat 


erry 
ad be 


Fea oe, 


qo 
o 
be ° ] 
“<< 
az 
© 
= 
= 
=) 
wv" 
att 
=x 
m 
7 
c 
@ 
r 
oO 
E] 
m 
OQ 
© 
2% if 
o 
°o 
i | 
bea | 
a 
m 


direct from 


WOO NOT 


vars 


Se 


*y 


dom 


m. iat May; 2987 
Re one © 


PRL Rae cB rely nee owe eee 


aDuasafay 


e 
e 


or ‘ 


caf, ‘bo B. of A. 


aan bgeecl Oki Weahiogyu hg te 
% 


Please pada ho 


we ate & 


ioc) OFT. 


x a os 3 pl. Zane 2 : 
acum . ie  @3 a Se AnPormed, whaw ine 
WALEP UO Le vaquirati. 


se Pani GE oY URGE Ts ACE CA NE BD tare Ae atbrater Qe BE 


391440 Q40934 2178Nd 3HL 40 LHDIYAdOD 


¢ 


Sage ee Boke hy Pari drt A Orkin ia td BBS 


OAT AI DERE TRAIT RAD OR PETE TE 


400 HO7 


t"¢ syhee Te ERE, ae 


we dhe sel gg oh 


Sat 


o 


~ 


ar 


3» 


% 


ee 


oa 


a 


Ay cen 


BSG S 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


oO 
o 
ie °] 
~< 
x 
o> 
=x 
~ 
°o 
wv" 
~4 
=< 
m 
es] 
Cc 
@ 
r 
oO 
* 
m 
QO 
°o 
xz 
=] 
©o 
" 
wv" 
e) 
Mm 


WOO NOT 


2 


Pats lk 


R 
we 

eae 

20G 


rim 


Mane 


ex 


, a a a od aa 


ly ¢ 


@ 


%G 


* 
¢ 


q 


lof @th 
hte 


mntor ta 
ye weilg 


4a 
we 
e 

A: 


at 


erican 


24 


Acate 


z 


é 


© 


noes 
oy 


" 


cA 


rom Permanent United 
the United 


lestine Documents, 


Ue : 3 inclusive received today. 


COPYRIGHT OF THE PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE, LONDON 


this Label across Flap. 


x 
at 


is 
gumming 


Gaeaencs 
bares 


[2] 
< 
= 
Or 
ea 
n 
W 
4 > 
‘ca 
nn 
Lx) 
= 
< 
= 
ce 
als 


) 
Q, 
me 
O 
> 
a 
fx] 
on 
5 
Sag 
a 
a) 
~~ 
Seal 
a 
ime) 
aS 
a) 
— 
a 
aS 
O 
ae 
oS 
— 
on 
AS 
ert 
| 
3) 
> 
A 
Z. 
bx] 
aw 
o) 


FASTEN Envelope by 


Oe CL ET LET Ta ID STS IY * SOS PICS 2 LANE SUD SS RIAL SP OIC DEOL Dl SED TNS CE NS 2 TS ID ENE AL 7 Bet) Be 


(LASLARGE Wt. 33979 3/448S.K &&. Ltd. 


ITT erenersere: 
BT hae ace SY 


Bt, 


nag, Eade 


Last Paper. 
eon 


References. 


(How disposed of.) 


S 
< 
r 
6? 
= 
= 
© 
wh 
~4 
<j 
m 
~~ 
¢ 
@ 
fr 
ie) 
xz 
m 
OQ 
So 
xz 
o 
© 
wh 
wh 
OQ 
rm 


NOG NOT 


(Action _| (Inflex.) 
completed.) 


Next Paper. 


(oy) 57". mip BI, preg 2 ws. 


ore PALESTINE - STR. Ris CHGLO_ GIC RE 1QU T IMENTS 


(Pre evious Reference: C.0. S. (47) 56th Mtg. Min. 2) GDR Suen 


SIR WILLIAM DICKSON referred to a telegram’ from 
the Foreign Secretary in Moscow, in which it was stated | 
that he agreed that it should be submitted to the Cabinet hy 
that Sir Alexander Cadogan should include the proposed 
statement on our willingness to abide by the 
recommendations of the General assembly, in his opening 


speech at the United Nations Assembly on fie: COC. a0 Maks 
the Chiefs 


1947. Following their previous meeting 
of Staff had informed the Foreign Office of their 
views™ on this statement, put he suggested that. Since 


the matter was now to ve submitted to the Cabinet, 
the Minister of Defence should also be intormed of 


their Views. 


There was genernl agreement with this suggestion. 


THE COMMITTEE : 

Invited General Hollis to era 
the Minister of Defence of their 
views on the proposed statement 
as agreed at their previous 


meeting. 


+ BO. Tel No. 877 
mw annex II to C.0.8.(47) 56 Mtge. 
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ypher/OTP. WORLD CRGANISATIOCN DISTRIBUTION 


FROM WOSCOW TO FORUIGN OFFICE. 
Sir Peterson, De 5e37 Pelle 28th April, 1947, 


No, 1034. 
Re 9015 poem. 28th April, 1947. 
28th April, 1947. 


Repeated to New York (U.K, Delegation), 
Washington, 
Jerusalem, 
Cairo, 


IMMEDIATE. 
GIANT. ——— 


LIGHT. 
My telegram 1025: Palestine. 


"Red Fleet' has just published two-column article on 
Palestine reviewing past history and following familiar 


lihes in attacking Britain and giving guarded support 
to the Arab position, (Full text follows by bagi. 


° Britain is attacked for: 


A) Using Palestine from the first as a strategic 
base, and insisting on the guarantee of her 
strategic and economic interests in the White 


Paper, 


(B) Using the Jews and especially prominent Britis 
Zionists to counter-balance the demands of the 
Arabs for independence and thus retain her 


domination, 


"elementary political rights" to the 
on, and 


Artificially creating antagonism between the 
Jews and Arabs. 


3, Article gives considerable prominence to the 
Arab attitude and proposals, in which connexion an 
important new factor is the article's repeated emphasis 
on Arab solidarity throughout the iiiddle Hast, e 
Balfour declaration “caused a powerful wave of national 
rotest in the Arab countries", the fight for national 
ndevendence is “encountering the vigorous support of al 
the Arab countries" and "Truman's plan met wi . 
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protests of the League of Arab States", 


4, American intervention resulting in the Anglo- 


American Commission of 1946 and the recommendations 


of the Commission are both criticised. 


5.  ixticle also stresses the demands of the 
Supreme Arab Committee and that of Arab countries for 
renunciation of the mandate, the cessation of immigration 
and the establishment of a Memocratic" Palestins. 
The Arab demands at the London Conference for a united 
State with a "democratic forma of Government" are 


listed in full. 


6. Article concludes rather lanely that 
"progressive circles of the entire world consider the 
demand of the Palestinian sle that it be granted 
independence and_a demnocr lopment 
to be quite justly for on 


the valestinian problem". ; 
”. ‘New Times’ for april goth (only available 


today) also has an interna jonal note on Palestine. 
his uakes the points that United Nations is 

alone competent in ay circumstances to find a 

solution and that the British mandate is definitely 


é 
discredited, A speedy revision of the .alestine 


statute is now urgently required to ensure conditions, 


in waich a democratic rule can be set Up. ‘New Times 

refers to press reports that this meeting may ony be 

preliminary and that decisions may be delayed until 
ne autumn and says that it is impossible to fore= 


cast events nOWe 


8, The emphasis in these articles on Sritish 
Imperialism from the Arab viewpoint is in line with 
pe Soviet propaganda, In general it adds little 

o what has previously been said but their appearance 
does seem to indicate that any 


ntion in the assembly debate is | 
likely to be on the Apab rather than the Jewish side. 


Foreign Office please pass to New York immediate 
as my telegram_17 and to a ae Jerusalem and 
Cairo as my telegrams Nos. 174, 7, and 22 respectively. 


ated to New York, Washington and Cairo and 
£ to Colonial Office for repe tition 
to Jerusalem 


at this juncture 
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: DIPLOMATIC (S8CRET) 


{ a a 


FROM BERLIN TO FORSIGN OFFICE 


(From Political Adviser to Commander-in-Chief, Germany ) 


Sir W. Strang 
No. 679 D. 9.07 p.m. 28th April, 1947. 


28th April, 1947. R. 9.19 pm 28th April, 1947. 


MOST IMMSD IAT MMMM 


Following for Sir 0. Sargent from Secretary of State. 


é 
. 


PALH STINE 
Your minute of 27th April and New York telegram 
No. 1255 to you. 


I think that Sir A. Cadogan should in his opening 
speech confine himself to the statement suggested in 
paragraph 9 of your telegram No. 897 to United Kingdom 
Delegation, Moscow, omitting the lest sentence which is 
unnecessary. ile might also explain the reasons which 
prompted us to submit this question to the United Nations, 
which were that we had made every endeavour to find a 
solution Within the terms of the Mendate, but hed reluc- 
tantly come to the conclusion that this was impossible. 
In the course of our attempt to find a solution we hed 
found pressure exerted oh us to adopt measures which 
were outside the scope of Mandate. This made it 
dncunbent on us to ask the United Nations to decide 
whether the fundamental basis of the Mandate should be 


changed, am, if so, inwhet manner. 
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2. My view, after further reflection, is that His 
Majesty's Government should not commit themselves further 


to whether or not they will accept the recommendations of 
the General Assembly until the latter meets in September 
to consider what these recommendations are to be. LT 


therefore hope Cadogan will not be authorised, even if 
pressed, to go beyond the statement outlined in paragraph l. 


I know that pressure is likely to be strong in New York, 
but we should not yield to it. 


[Copies sent to Minister of Defence and 
Secretary of State for the Colonies. | 
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[‘this telegram is of particular secrecy and shoud be~ lye 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on], 
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MORTLD ORG IISATION DISTRIBUTICH 


FROM Ney YORK T0 FORWTGH OFFICE 


(From Permanent United Kingdom Representative to the 
United Nations) 


No. 1292, D: 10,13.p.m. April 29th, 1947, 
April 29th, 1947, R 6,1l0.,aem. sipril 50th, 1947, 


kepeated to /ashington Saving. 
ma = O00=--~ 
Your telegram to 
Palestine, 


t have informed United States Delegation that 
according to present plans I do not intend to make an 
elaborate historical statement though TI shall obviously 
have to explain why we have oe question before 
Special Assembly, in support of our proposal regarding 
constitution and instruction of a committee T sha L poral 
out that we have already put Palestine question on the 
agenda of General Assembly in September and that in our 
view proposed committee would give members of the United 
Nations opportunity to have the question carefully 
examined before being called upon to discuss it fully, 


391490 QY0938 2118Md 3HL 40 LHD1YAdOD 


¢ 


400 NOT 


De United States Delegation said they would infor 
‘te Department, 


KR | 
Ns a 


QO a at me 
> oP TS 


aE aret 


ne 


5 a UNA: 
5 ce : 43 Th 

OURS PARR GEGEN St he 
rue BRT ROLE sa 


Ss re rs 


a, 


FE 3605 : 


| Wit’ 


toate) estar afr | SD fMRI, 
) fp frlilat rr A Gu 
TELEGRAM FROM 
KH! if / i 
“ Cg i / ea cA oe lk fe ore hop i cued 
Mae eo re pha Ar fee [- [ 


hl fai (ey 
Ke Gt i we Bh : ; 


fay Aung 404 
Dated 1S CO A ik te f, | ae Ls 


eee ue UNC (; (fi “° ile | Cj ae f 
mn Registry [ VE ad as he Py.s 7, << 7 if: at 
AIT KKB ok fe Yo! Lup fil kd 


4. Me 1 f S947 


No. 


ONIN SERA 


(Minutes.) 


Last Paper. i 


Ls 7G Copy Co. Cm rath wr ) 
Ee rane - CAD, mY Oru vey ly 
Dv lt oad Wek 


saIUasafay 


Ry 1, ¢ Sau 
: Ana, (8P 


391490 080938 9118NMd 3HL 40 LHD 1YAd09 


NOG NOT 


(Action 
completed.) 


A i hy, 


Next Paper. 


36 O% 32003 -F.O.F. 


. 
‘ 


+ 


oars 


Rie E H 
ay) saree 


Sonaey 
Cee agar 
BUS OSKHGS st CUR 


fs 


‘ROM WASHINGTON TO FQksc IGN OFFICE 


Lord Inverchapel 0D. 9.57 p.u. 29th April, 
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Jerusalem telegram No. 0832 to the Secretary of State. 


Execution of Dov Gruner and three others. 


de have received a number of letters in which this 


Gd. iL would be glad to know as soon as 
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FROM PALESTINE (Gen. Sir A. Cunningham) 
TO S$. COLONT SS. 


D. let May, 19M . 


R. 2nd 8 07.00 kra. 
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Your telegram No. 2560 to the 
Foreian Office. 


Jewish Terrorism. 


No (repeat no) cbjection to uss of 
this material. 
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ov Gruner and three others] _ 


ou may use this material with the exception « 
assage in paragraph % about motives of Rabbi Magrill in 
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of representative from the. states chosen for. 
the Special Committee would be most. desirable. 
They do not think that regular U.N. delegates 
would be suitable because they might not have 
sufficient time to do the work properly. They 
would prefer some persons with legal experience 
and others with experience of general political 
oroblems, as they think that these would be well 
‘qualified for the task of sifting written and 
spoken evidence. 


We are sending a copy of this letter to 
the U.K. Delegation at New York. 


Yours ever, 


CHANCERY 
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(This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on] 


Cy pher /OTP WORLD ORGANISATION DISTH 


FROM NeW YORK TO FOKwIGN OFFICE 


(From Permanent United Kingdom kepresentative to the 
United Nations) 


No. 1295 LD. 11.16 a.m. 50th April, 1947 
30th April, 1947 k. 5.32 pem. 50th i cel. 
kepeated to: washington Saving : 
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Your telegrams Nos. 1300 and 1501. 
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~ 


ralestine, 


You will have seen from ny ee No. 1290 the 
terms of the statement J was compelled to make in the 
General Comujttee on the 29th April in explanation 

of Lord Hall's answer to a question in the House of 

Lords. 1 Cannot now avoid repeating the reservation 

that was made on the subject of enforcement by His 
Majesty's Government of the General Assembly 8 
recommendations. This will inevitably draw attention to 
the. distinction between enforcement and acceptance. since 
I shall be unable to say that His Majesty's Government 

will accept the Assembly S recommendations it is probable 
that some delegates’ will comment adversely on our attitude 
and that the atmosphere wil] be hostile to us. J will 
however carry out your instructions to avoid a commitment 


at this Stage. 


2. I must warn you however that this is not just a 
question of local Jewish pressure. My concern is rather 
with the general feeling among the delegates as a result 
of which there is éven a risk that unless we can al lay 
their eg fete are the Latin Americans may well combine 
with the Slavs and for example the indian delegate in 
opposing our request for the setting up of a preparatory 


committee. 
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UNITED KINGDOM DELEGATION TO THE UNI ‘NATIONS. 
EMPIRE ILDING - 


liane Le 


NEW en 1, N. Y. 
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TELEPHONE: 
LONGACRE 5S-2070 


Dear Department, 


With reference to our telegram No. 1166, we 
enclose the complete list of publications requested 
by the Secreteriet for use in connexion with the 
Palestine enquiry. Lhe items marked with an asterisk 
are those already asked for in our telegram under 
reference and will no doubt have already been sent 
by air bag. They can therefore be deleted from 


this List. 
We 


@ also enclose @ copy of the covering letter 
received from the Librarian at Lake Success, and 
it will be appreciated if your urgent attention 
can be given to these recuests. 


We enclose a copy of this letter, which you may 
wish to pass to the Library. 


Yours ever, 


DELEGAT 


United Nations Departinent, 
Foreign Office, 
hondon, S.Ww el. 


LE ADDRESS: UNATIONS NEW YORK TELEGRAMME: UNATIONS NEW - YORK 
4 


gs. 
30/49 


NATIONS UNIES 


LAKE SUCCESS, NEW YORK © FIELDSTONE 7-1100 
BRARY - BlbhLiGinewun 


14 April 1947 


P. De Falla, ieq. 

First Secretary 

United Kingdom Delegation 
to the United Nations 

Empire State Building 

New York 1, N. Y. 


aIuUasafay 


Dear Sir: 


With reference to our telephone conversation on Fri- 
day, lith April, I am sending you herewith two copies 
of a list of publications of the Jerusalem Government 
which are needed by the United Nations Library. Those 
marked with an asterisk are necessary for the work 

of the Secretariat before the meeting of the Assembly 
on the 28tH of April. Other items could be sent by 
surface mail as soon as possible. Tomorrow I will 
transmit to you a list of British documents required 


for the Extraordinary Assembly. 
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HOG NOT 


Your assistance in this matter will be greatly appre- 
cLlated. 


Very truly yours, 


S. Hartz Rasmssen 
Librarian 
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UNITED NATIONS NATIONS UNIES 


PALESTINE 


Publications of the Jerusalem Government needed by the United Nations 
Library 


Palestine. Accounts and finances, 1944/42 and c ontinuation. 


copy Palestine, Blue book. 1926/27 and continuation. (Particularly 1936, 
1937, 1938) and ONY later 1\S$S3ueg, 


Draft estimates of expenditure, 1941/42 and continuation. 
Estimates, 1940/41 and continuation. 

National ingéme of Palestine, 1944, by P. J. Loftus. 

A nutritional economic survey of wartime Palestine, 1942-43. 


Official gazette of Palestine, 1944 and c ontinuation. 


Report on accounts and finances, 1939/40 and continuation, 


Antimalarial advisory commission. Proceedings of the meetings, 
1920 and continuation, 


Census office. Census of Palestine, 1922, 


Committee on the economic condition of agriculturalists anda the 
fiscal measures of government in relation thereto. Report of the 


committee... 1930, 
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Cur rency board. Report, 1926/28 and continuation. 


Dept. of agriculture and fisheries. Agricultural bulletin, 
1939 and continuation. 


WOO NOT 


Agricultural leaflets, 1927 and continuation. 
Agriculture and fisheries report. 1924 and continuation, 
Forestry service. Report, 1927/28 and continuation. 


Dept. of customs, excise and trade. Abstract tables of imports 
exports, 1922 and continuation, 


Commercial bulletin (n.s.) 1924 and continuation. 


First census of industries, 1928, 


* Asterisk applies to 1936, 1937, 1938 and later issues, 


UNITED NATIONS 83 NATIONS UNIES 


Palestine. Publications of the Jerusalem Government needed by the 
United Nations Library. | 


Palestine, Dept. of customs, excise and trade, Report, 1922 and 


continuation. 


Statistics of foreign trade, 1942 and 1943 and 
continuation, 


Statistics of imports, exports and shipping, 31 Dec. 
1939 and continuation. 


Summary statement of the value of imports and exports 
ee. and Summary of imports and exports showing comparative values, 


1923 and continuation. 
Dept. of education. Education report, 1938/39 and continuation. 
Dept. of health. Health report, 1938 and continuation. 
Medical report, 1938 and continuation, 
Malaria research unit. Annual report, 1923 and continuation 


Review of the control of malaria in Palestine, 
1918-1941. 


_____ Dept, of labour, Department of labour bulletin, no.1, Oct,/Dec. 
1942 and continuation, | 


Q 
© 
<0 
~< 
2 
G> 
=z 
= 
© 
wv" 
~ 
= 
Mm 
a] 
Cc 
@w 
| 
oO 
x 
m 
oO 
© 
r*] 
So 
© 
nn 
wT 
2) 
Mm 


¢ 


Department of labour quarterly review, v.1, 1940 and 
continuation, 


400 NO1 


Labour report, 1942 and continuation. 


Dept. of lands and surveys. Annual report, 1935 and continuation, 


Dept. of migration, Annuah report, 1935 and continuation. 


Statistics of migration for the year 1940 and continuation, 


Food control dept. Annual report, 1945 and continuation. 
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UNITED NATIONS Ses NATIONS UNIES 


Palestine. Publications of the Jerusalem Government needed by the 
United Nations Library. 
* 3 copies 


Palestine. Government. A survey of Palestine prepared in December 
1945 and January 1946 for the information of the Anglo-American 


committee of inquiry. 1946. 2 Ve 


Import licensing commission of inquiry. Report, no.l, 1936 
and continuation. 


Laws, statutes, etc. Ordinances, rules, orders and notices, 
1939 and continuation. 


War legislation in force on 15.443. 3 Ve 


Office of statistics. Special bulletin, no.l and continuation. 
Especially no.3 of 1939. Fertility of marriage in Palestine. and 
no.21 of 1944. Survey of social and sconomic conditions in Arab 


villages. 


# 2 copies Statistical abstract, 1940 and continuation. 


Employment and payrolls monthly, January 1946 and 
continuation. 


General monthly bulletin of current statistics. 
April - Sept. 1942, April 1944 and continuation. 


Vital statistics bulletin, 1937 and continuation, 
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Palestine citrus control board, Report... 18.10.40-31.7.42. 


400 NOT 


Public works dept. Administration report, 1924/25 and 
continuation. 


Supreme court. Law reports, 1939 and continuation. 
wages committee. Keport of the Wages committee, 1944. 
MAPS 
Map of Palestine. 1:100,000 12 sheets 


+ 2 copies Map of Palestine. 1:250, 000 


City maps of Haifa, Jaffa, Jerusalem 


ST 


1 copy each 
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